After 2 banner seasons

ByC.J. RISAI(

All good things must come to an end.

And to hear North Farmington foot- .
ball Coach Ron Holland tell it, that
statement- would more than apply to
the squad’s upcoming season.

Gone are the 16 starters from last
year’s team who went all the way to
the Pontiac Silverdome and the Class A
championship game before losing. Most.
of the key members of that team that
posted a 18-2 record over the past two
years have graduated.

“Isa complete rebuilding job,” Hol-
land sighed as his team finished morn-

ing drills on the last day of t day
workouts,

“This i ns a d!ﬂetent type of pressure
than last year,” Holland said, “Last
year, the team knew how to win. This
year, it's the pressure to mold the team
into a winning combination.

“I have to be more patient (with this
year’s team), tolerate more mistakes.”

-But’don't lament North Farming-
ton’s fate just yet. Despite a lot of new
faces, the Raiders still have some tal-
ent that, although it may not carry
them to the Silverdome, it should keep
them in the Northwest Suburban
League (NSL) title picture.

Wind sprints end, the fnnrning practjce session for the Raiders. ;

Quar:erhack Greg Goldstein, a major lngrednen! in North Farming-
ton’s drive to the Pontiac Silverdome and the Class A football finals

last year.
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For one thing, Holland has more bod-
ies to work with. Forty-six players po-

pu!ate the sqllad the largesl number

Locked in eombat, Marty Mazer (left) and Greg Bnck!ey Battle

(Staff phoms by Rsmiy Borst)

tempting to. run from

®iB
he’s ever had come qut for the team.

"BUT NUMBERS OF players don't
win football games — talent does. This
year's squad won't have the talent last
season’s did, and if won't have- the
experience, either. Despite that, how-
ever, it should still be representable in
the NSL.

Leatling the returnees on offense will
be quarterback Greg Goldstein and
center Karl Hamina, both now seniors.
Goldstein, (5-foot-9; 155 pounds) started
and played most of the time last season

. his biggest moment came in the semifi-

nal victory against Birmingham
Brothér Rice, when he fired an opening
period touchdown pass to Tom Godwin.

Hamina (6-0, 190) was an All-Confer-
ence pick at his position.

Also returning on offense are Rich
Nutter and Dan Cohen. Last season, the
pair started at the guard positions, but

“this year they'll be in the backfield —

which is one reason why North may
surprise a Iot of peaple.

Both Nutter (6-1, 208) and Cohen {6-0,
195) are bng and all three backfield
‘men are fast. Goldstein and Cohen have

Will Raider football fortunes finally

been clocked at 4.6 seconds in the 40-
yardvdash, and Nutter was timed at

Of course, they can only go as far as
the offensive line can block for them,
and that's where Holland is short on
experience. Besides Hamina, the rest
of the players will all be newcomers,

The defense, Holland feels, will be a
little stronger. George Houttekier (6-2,
220) is back at one of the defensive’
tackle positions, and Jeff Rentz returns
at his outside linebacker-defensive end
post,

"TRADITIONALLY, OUR DE-
FENSE has been a’ good thing,” Hol-
1and said. “We take a ot of pride in it.”

. One of the team’s biggest assets will
be its speed. Holland also thinks that,
on offense, they should have a pretty
good passing game.

But the inexperience in the offensive
is his biggest worry.

“I think I could just tape my voice on
a recorder, then just keep playing it
over and over again for them,” Holland
joked ahout the repeated mistakes
committed by the newer players.

‘The Raiders will have to learn fast if

. they are going to make this season a

success. They open with three straight
road games, starting with Flint
Southwestern. But their biggest test
may come on Ocl. 5 when they face
Redford Union, the newest member of
the NSL and Holland’s pick as presea-
son favorite.

Whoever- the favorite, Holland has
something going for him none of the
ather NSL coaches have — a winning
tradition. None have had the success

falter

over the past two seasons that Hnlilénfl:‘:
has.

“The kids that are seniors now haye.
only lost twice in their,high school
careers,” Holland pointed out.

“We'll find out what kind of ball elub
we've got, and if they can nan—y on the
winning tradition.”

NORTH FARMINGTON
7

FOOTE, ULE
Sept .3t Flot Suthwesers: Sep. 14, at Walld Late
Conral: St 2.3t Garden Cly B2t St 73,1 edford
Thurs 5. a R:d[ldUnlnuO:Ll!alumu!
Frarki: 0 26, Betaod Joun Olc, Ot 7, Farming
ton Harrison, Nov, 3, Farmington.

Head coach Ron Holland.

it out dnnng a blockmg drill, while assistant coach Ralph Tenby looks on,.~ K

Stanley Wiercinski isa Troy.
softball addict. His blood  “I get to go out and run
bubbles with excitement around, and I enjoy put-

. when he plays, or speaks ting my‘two cents in.
about the popular Rightnow,Idon't know if
Detroit-area recreation. , I'll play again next year,

But, what’s so unusual but T'd sure like to. Even
about that when there are  if I don't play, I'd like to
théusands of softball coach. I like to keep up
players with similar sen- with all the young guys.”

. timents? . Wiercinski played with
I Well, Wiercinski is 60 the Valente's softball
B yearsold His body seems team in the Troy Parks
T to regenerate with the and Recreation’s A
>, approach of each softball League this summer. The
season. He loves the A League Is generally
sport, and just can't seem considered to have the
toswing into retirement.  most competitive teams,

“T enjay it, regardless . Because of a rash of in-

of myage,” said Wiercin- juries to the team’s rego-
- s!d who has speul 40  lar players, Wiercinski

this summer. And he

v edcelled.

+- Wiercinski batted an
even .600; with 15 hits in
25 trips to- the plate. At
one point in’the season,
he led the team’ in bat-
ting, with a .684 average.

‘The climax of Wiercin-
ski's 44th year of softball
came-in a July 20th dou-
bleheader. Valente’s lost
to Billings Landseapé, 8-
3,-but rebounded to de-
feat K-Mart Koalas, 15-7.

In those two games,
Wiercinski . went six-for-
six, lncluding five singles
and a ‘double. Wiercinski
batted- home ;four runs,

scored two runs —he:

might have scored three

<« | The Farmlngum Angels mmplel- Women’s’ Soécer [gagne A1 tie
. ed the- summer..portion of .their- wilh Anmn Arbor earlier in the season
' schedu!e with ap overwhelming 11-1 _ was the only blemish an the Farm-

" goccer win over Plymouth'last Mon- - ‘ington team’s recprd.

diseussed at

day nlght ‘at Plymouth’s home field. .
.*'Debbie Hunt, who recently ‘moved™
to ‘Farmington from. Los Angeles;
: proved to be a valuable addition as . -
e tallled 8ix gaals agam the- " it

L Monday'a .
“was the second time this season’the |
1 Angeh clalmed easy Wins. mrller, .

Ange s bury foe.

The future of the.| league will be

: Farmington iibrary on Sépt. 8. Deci-
sions on- formal.[dng the, laagne ahd-.
schedule. fixt

the Fam.lngta

a league mateting in the "

ya:r. u well as

111'
rout against Plymuuﬂ\

pmtedu

first to third base on a

" single — and had a sacri-

fice fly.

AGAINST HIS favorite
team —. Billings Land-
scape — the mobile Wier-

cinski was perfect this

year. He never made an
outinsixatbat.

According: to ‘team
member Doug- Drum-
monds, Witrcinski’s bat-
ting average for the past
11 years is a very. re-
spectable 477 (85-175).

games over the years
that-I really can't re
member them'’ all,” said
Wiercinski, who liv
‘hind_ Eton. Park in Bir-
‘mingham. “ I just-go out
andtrywpnnnmybal
-effort each time I play.”
. Wlerdnsh. who will be
61 .years- old ih - May,
started playing organlzcd
softball ln 1935.-

His spectacular, carger
began .in - the high-paced
world of -fast-pitch :soft-

plich for some 22 years

then. jolned th
pitch - clrcr

. ten spent up to three or

“I've’ played so many . |

in the Southfield area,
After “three-to-four
yeéars of blooper ball,”
Wiercinski tackled slow-
pitch. He's played with a
multitude of teams and
leagues, including the A
League in Troy and B
League in Birmingham.
“Wlercinski said he of-

four nights a week during
his youriger days learning
the game, N

"I ‘enjoyed all the
leagues, but, there is the
most tension in fast-
pitch,” sald Wiercinski,
“You always have to be
on yoir toes. To me,
slow-pitch 'is for when
you're getting older.” -

THE HIGHLIGHT of '
" Wiercinski's experiences .
was In'a game the year
St. Byaclnth captured the
CYO 1chamnionshlp -

L

 Melther 1936 of 19

“Hyacinth - battled 'St.
Hedwigtoa2-1'victory in,
a.:22-inning “matathon
won', when pitcher Ted
Bonkey hit a home run.
erdmkl ‘who.played

Featurlng PS'

lan Harrlg

\ BE A WINNER!

with our

Junior Excellence
TENNIS PROGRAM

- starhing September 17 - 12 weeks

Ages8-18

ALL LEVELS OF TENNIS RBILITY
.. Jointhe Area’s
“ToP Jumon PROGRAM.

John Trump
Lou Graves

352-8000
“TODAY

Joe Felice
Carlos deCubas - Dave Rasmquy
Phil Norville ~ 4

; Franklm RacquelClub
29850 N




