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SPAH

By LOUISE ORRUTSKY

Scene: The first ser-
geant takes out his faith-

{ful Marine Band harmon-"

ica and thé melancholy
sounds of “It's a Long
Way to Tipperary” waft
through the trenches. The
very young soldier, fresh
off the farm, is seen to
furtively wipe away a
tear or two. -

Scene: A group of tired
cowboys gather around
the campfire after a day
of herding steer toward
market in Armarillo,
Cookie has just finished
dishing out dinner and the

lingl irty

With a little help from
the Society for the Pres-
ervation and Advance-
ment of the Harmonica
{SPAH) and its local
chapter, Harmonicas of
Michigan, the lowly
mouth harp is elevated to
a splendid object of musi~
cal study.

To prove that players

+ can do more with a har-

monica than the melan-
choly wa-wa sound heard
in the trenches of World
War I movies, SPAH will
conduct its convention on
Sept. 6-8 in the Detroit
area.

METRIS and fellow

a d

cowpoke toward the back
of the scene takes out his
harmonica. “Yep,” he
says, as he raises the in-
strument toward his
mouth, “we’ll be in the
Long Branch by tomor-
row.” Then he proceeds
to play a snappy little
g;airie tune on the mouth

rp.

Paul Metris of Roches-
ter knows that the pre-
ceding two movie scenes
just aren't true anymore.
The harmonica has man-
aged to make its ‘way
from the pool halls to the
concert halls.

buff Tom
Kuczajda, also of Roches-
ter, will be on hand to
watch the Principle Pops
Conductor of the Detroit
Symphony Orchestra,
Richard. Hayman, coax
sweet sounds from their
favorite musical instru-
ment at the convention.

For the 48-year-old
Metris the journey on the
road to harmonica per-
fection began when he
was a §-year-old growing
up in a Pennsylvania coal
town.

A friend of his had a
harmonica and the young
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Metris was fascinated by
the sound. So he bor-
rowed the mouth organ
and ‘learned a song by

ear.

“I practiced behind a
tree untl a knew the
song. Then I'came out
into the open,” he
remembered.

Metris hasn't gone into
hiding behind that tree
sinee.

He plays at weddings
of friends and relatives.
He plays at gatherings.
He plays with other har-
monica playing friends in
his basement rec room.

And he collects differ-
ent varieties of his favor-
ite musical instrument.
Harmonicas come in all
keys and sizes. There are
chord harmenicas which
are double decker affairs
on hinges. There are tiny

four-note harmonicas _

which sound as reedy as
the instrument the fic-
tional first sergeant plays
in the trenches,

And not to be neglected
in the era of specializa-
tion, the bardy Marine
Band harmonica in the
key of C stifl lives on as
the first moutk organ
usually purchased by a
potential SPAH member.

. Home of

winkelmarts /

KUCZAJDA'S STORY:
is similar. He started
playing the basic Marine
‘Band in the key of C when
he was about 17 years
old. His father and sister
played the harmonica so
it seemed natural that he
would pick up the instru-
ment, too.

He did what many
other harmonica buffs do
when faced with the in-

- strument for the first

time; he picked it up and
tooted out a nonsensical
little tune. It was music
to his ears, at least, and
he was hooked. .

“You play it and some-
thing comes out — even
if it's mangled,” Metris
explained.

“You're addicted.”

Kuczajda will take his
harmenica on a long bus
trip to help while away
the time. His skill at en-
tertaining travelers has
him half seriously won-
dering if it's him or his
harmonica that's asked
along on trips.

The secret to the
harmenica’s popularity is
simple, according to
Metris. -

“It's a happy instru-
ment. All the way around
the world, you can pull
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out your harmonica and
people will identify with
it,” he said. .
As with every other
hobby, no. matter how
seemingly simple, there
are techniques which sep-
erate the novice from the
master. In the harmonica
world these are the tech-
niques which seperate the
cowhoy around that
" campfire from the s
phony conductor on stage
wielding his harmonica.

. MASTER HARMONI-
CA players are at least
acquainted with the chro-
matic harmonica perfect-
ed by Cham-Ber Huang
and called a CBH in his
honor. :
With a CBH harmoni-
ca, the player can slide
the, notes around, making

them easy to reach and
resulting in a smooth
sound instead of the mel-
ancholy wa-wa of the
movies. :

* Another method prac-
ticed by the master is
blowing out each note
clearly. When-accompa-
nied by other harmoni-
cas, this technique results
ina full-bodied harmony.

When playing alone,
even the master harmoni-
ca virtuoso will steop to a
technique called tongu-
ing. This gives the illu-
sion of chords being
played an even a basic
léarmunica in the key of

The player places his
tongue on the note that he
wants, thereby involving
a few extra notes and
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Harmonicas liven up our musical lives

getting that rich if slight-
ly jerky sound ~ that's
beard on television prair-
ies and in trenches.

The drawback with the’

system is that the player
is more apt to involve
notes he’d rather leave
silent. But he sacrifices
musical purity for a
fuller sound that audienc-
es have proved through
:he years that they pre-
er, ‘

Harmonica players like
to extoll the other virtues
of their instrumnent.

WHEN THEY get
ready to attend their bi-
monthly meetings at the
Elks Club of Clawon on
Big Beaver in Troy, the
members casually reach
for their favorite musical
sound and stick the har-

monica in their shirt

ets. .

*'You can’t do that with
a piano,” Kuczajda
explained.. 5

Another benefit of the
harmonic as seen by the
group is it's .ability to
level out social classes.

“We're millionaires
and peasants. We dont [}
care. We throw out. the °
outside and play and have
aball,” Metris said.

‘When SPAH and its lo-
cal branch gets the urge
to perform for non-har-
menica players, they visit,
hospitals and nursing
homes.

“People forget their
troubles listening to us.
They know that some-
body cares about -them.
They’re part of one big
harmonica family,”
Metris said.
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FINAL DAYS OF
SUMMER SALE

N
In response to numerous requests, we will be open
This Sunday ONLY, September 2nd, from 1-5 p.m.
We realize that many of you have been on vacation
and want to take advantage of ‘our Summet Sale
which ends September 2nd.

 Allthefish
or chicken you can eat.

~ The Pennsylvania House

y Furniture for a

+ You'll find selected dining rooms, bed-
rooms, and occasional tables in'solid

- cherry, oak, pine and matching veneers,
‘Upholstered chairs, sofas and loveseats. ~

y d-A-Bed® sleeper sofas—all our fine .

upholstery. On sale now, Hurry in before.

the sale is over! And while you're heré, be

sure to ask for your FREE copy of the

beautiful, all-new 224 page full-color

# Pennsylvania House Collector’s Book.
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. wewillbeopen ~ .0 -
this Sunday, September 2nd, °

. -from 1to5p.m. .

we'll serve you a dinner that
in your family. Because
all-you-cani-eat chicken and

brown fish or chicken.you can
mean all you can eat: " - -

-~ 'Corqe have dinner with ‘l'xs on Tu
startingat 5 p,
~Sojoin us. Bringyour whole famil

toa Friendly place for dinner this Tuesday . -
or Wednesday! You'rein for a nice sutprisel

on Tuesday or Wednesday and
can stand up to the biggest appetite
> p.m., we'll be setving special
tch nd fish dininers! V. - :
French Fries and vegetable, roll and butter, ‘plus all the golden
eat: And we ; '

m
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