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Time to go

Veteran publicist retires from GM

By ALICE COLLINS

‘When Anthony G. (Tony) De Lorenzo

- joined the public relations staff of Gen-

. eral Motors on Feb. 1, 1949, “the big
: emphasis was show biz. . .publicizing
the product.

“My first ass-gnment " the Birming-
ham resident said, “was concerned
with planning our motorama. It was a
show we took to five or six big cities to
intreduce the new cars. We had big Iun-
cheons and receptions.

“It's different today,” said De Loren-
20 on the eve of his retirement as vice
president of public relations. “Qur
main concern has to be be issues af-
fecting the industry — the environ-

* ment, fuel, safety.

“Thete’s more sophistication on the
. part of the public today, and more ma-
turity in business. It's the day of
consumerism.”

This is De Lorenzo’s final week at
GM. It's the last week he'll occupy the
spacious office on the 14th floor of the
GM Building on West Grand Boulevard.
Just down the hall are the offices of
GM Board Chairman Thomas Murphy
and President Elliott M. (Pete) Estes.

HE'LL NO LONGER be arriving
:around 7 am., exchanging greetings
with Leo Piecuch, who has been selling

* newspapers in the building since before
* De Lorenzo came to GM. “Leo’s a nice
. man. I'll miss him. I'll miss everyone.”

On Aug. 26 De Lorenzo celebrated
his 65th birthday. His family and
friends gathered around te help him
celebrate. But for executives at GM, a
65th birthday has another meaning.
Under the corporation’s mandatory re;
tirement policy, it’s time to say good-

i bye.

While some may welcome it, De
Lorenzo said Friday that for him “it’s a
very traumatic experience to retire. I
don’t disagree with the company’s poli-
cy, but saying goodbye is still very
painful.”

De Lorenzo was elected a vice presi-
dent-effective Jan. 1, 1957 and is the

- senior vice president in terms of length
of service as an officer. He's only the
second vice president for public rela-
tions at GM and served under six chief
executives beginning with Charles E.
Wilson.

DE LORENZO isn't going into
retirement. He'll leave GM on Aug. 31
+and on Sept. 4 he opens the doors on his
* new public relations consulting firm —

AG. De Lorenzo Associates Inc. His

wife Josephine, he said, will be secre-

tary of the corporation.

His offices will be at 1700° Wood-
ward, north of Long Lake, much closer
to his Birmingham home than GM is.

His final week at GM includes wind-
ing up business “and a lot of partying.”
The firsf part of the week, he'll be in
New York auendmg his last” board
meeting as a GM officer and a press
luncheon has been planned there in his
honor, “On’ Wednesday I'm going to
have lunch with some public relations
colleagues.” .

HE'S EXPECTED back in Detroit
later Wednesday. The rest of the week
“will include a lot of meetings, talking
with people, making a few speeches.
Friday night there'll be a dinner party
at the Plaza.

“That Plaza is a great asset to the
community. I've been there quite
often,” De Lorenzo said, “But I certain-
ly have a hard time finding my way
around there.”

Chairman Murphy has nice things to
say about De Lorenzo. “His wise coun-

sel and wide range of abilities,” said
Murphy, “have made him an extremely
valuable part of General Motors.”

And De Lorenzo has nice things to
say about Murphy. “Today's sophisti-
cated public likes to hear directly from
the leaders of industry,” said De Loren-
20, “and Mr. Murphy gets right out into
the public arena where the action is.
His participation is great.”

LOOKING BACK on his public rela-
tions career,’De Lorenzo admits he'll
never forget the GM-Ralph Nader epi-
sode that spread across the nation via
television and the press.

Nader, an unknown Connecticut law-
yer in the mid 1960s, wrote a book,
“Unsafe at Any Speed,” and launched
an automobile safety crusade attacking

the automobile industry and zercing in.

onGM.

General Motors began an investiga-
tion of Nader that included tailing the
crusader.

When Nader found outf, everyone
found out. GM issued a public apology
to Nader and the lawyer sued and won
a ,$425,000 invasion-of-privacy suit
against the corporation,

“I wasn't involved in the investiga-
tion,” said De Lorenzo, “but I was
heavily involved in the aftermath.”

DE LORENZO’S opinion of Nader
today is: “He made a contribution, but
he has extended himself a litle thin.”

Nader and De Lorenzo came face to
face just once. “It was five or six
months after it all happened,” said De
Lorenzo. “It was at a cocktail party in
Washington. A lawyer friend of mine
introduced us.”

What did they say to each other?
“We said ‘hello’.”

De Lorenzo was the second of seven
children of Joseph and Annette De
Lorenzo, who came to the United States
from Italy early in this century. He
was born an Aug. 26 in.Edgerton, Wis.,
and spent his boyhood in Racine.

He was graduated from the Universi-
ty of Wisconsin in 1936 with a bachelor
of arts degree in journalism,

His father was 2 barber and taught
young Tony the trade. His Wisconsin
master barber’s license suu hangsona
wall at his home in His

g Carpets an Resilient Floors

tions staff of the Buick Motor Division
in Flint.

AFTER JOINING GM in 1949, he
was named press, radio and television
activities director in 1955, He became
director of the public relation staff of
GM in 1956 and a year later was elect-
ed vice president.

He's been active in community af-
fairs throughout the years and the list
of his memberships and activities is a
long one.

Early this summer, De Lorenzo was
invited to make the graduation address
at Horlick High School in Racine — his
alma mater.

“Well, you have discovered by now
that the world isn't perfect,” said De
Lorenzo to the graduates. “I'm not wor-
ried that you will louse it up; but you're
not going to make it perfect, either.

“You're going to do what people al-
ways have done with the world — live
in it, and try to patch it up here and
there.

“DISAGREEMENTS will come, as
always, over where and how to apply
the patches. I'm not going to presume
to advise you about that.

General Motors top public relations man
Anthony G. (Tony) De Lorenzo of Birmingham
retires Friday after 30 years with the auto-
mobile industry giant. Next week he opens his
own consulting firm in Bloomfield Hills.
(Staff photo by Stephen Cantrell)
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Fashion Fever I

SEPTEMBER 12th
7:00-10:00 PM.

Orchard Malil
qn Orchard Lake North of Maple
West Bloomfleld

SACRED HEART

BYZANTINE
CATHOLIC CHURCH'S

———
HARVEST

FAIR
SEPT.7,8,9

+] +KIDSGAMES - PREZES
+ETHNIC A AERICAN

FOOD
+SPECIAL DINNERS
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SPARKS OF FIE

JOIN US!!

29125 W. SIX MILE
JUST EAST OF MIDDLEBELT

427-2100,
N\ FREE ADMISSION /:

Authonzed Dealer of

LEES Carpets

ince 1925 s
. “DAMED CO.

15986 Middlebelt
between s & e Mne Rds.

522 5300
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: LAST3DAYS )
JAYMAR and SANSABELT

" SLACK SALE
1/2 0, Jaymar. alues to $30...514.95

Sansaby aluesto $50...524.95
o’y

ALLIE BROS.

Fine Men's Wear Mon.-Fri.
20331 Middlebelt Rd. 9530 *
(2 Blocks South of 8 Mile) Sat. 9-Noon
Livonia 477-4434

Eastern Mlchlgan University
Division of Ci

FALL COURSE OFFERINGS
Classes begin the week of September 10, 1979
unless otherwisa indicated.

Plymouth-t cunlon High School
8415 Canton Center Road, Plymouth, Michigan
e Tourse 10, Creait il Fioom
No. _No. _HoursMooting Tima _No.

AR EQUCaTion WOrkshap

mother, now in her 90s, still lives in
Wisconsin.

ADGST3 78725 2
OT4%8 78730 2

w430 24
Occupationat Theragy M 530 231

and Special Educatlon:

When he was at the university, he
met another class mémber, Josephine
Paratore of Madison. They were mar-
ried in 1940, and have four children.
Two of them followed in their father's
footsteps.

ANNETTE M. De Lorenzo is ¥ice
president of a public relations firm in
Chicago “and doing really well” and
“Peter is a creative pemn for a pro-
duction firm in Royal Oak.

Tony, Jr., lives in Troy and works for
an aufomotive supply firm. And he rac-
€s cars.

“‘Our daughter Josephine is our ideal-
ist,” said De Lorenzo. She lives in Eng-
land where she organized the Madonna
Hereford, an agency that helps the
handicapped. -

Before joining GM, De Lorenzo spent
a decade as a newsman and five years
with a public relations firm. His first
newspaper ‘training came on the Ra-
cine Journal-Times while hé was still
in college and then he spent nine years
with the United Press (now United
Press International) in Madison, Wis.,
Milwaukee, Chicago and Detroit.

He served as automotive editor, De-
troit burean chief and Michigan mana-
ger for United Press from 1941-44. He
joined Kudner Agency in 1944 and was
assigned by Kudner to the public rela-
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BRING THEM OUTDOORS

FAMILY PORTRAIT e
September Special $19.95 . LE r§17 i
'REQISTER NOW

IiBug %ﬂémanj

WHILE YGU WAIT

For Bogianers Photography
Classes Forming Late September

| LENS GPENINGY

CaMERAs £ WG . 353,5330

| EVERGREEN PLAZA 557-4848.

N CSEOONL D PR NGT 000 R
Opace: Mon. TussWed. Set 9 1 8
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WAYNE-WESTLAND
JOHN GLENN HIGH SCHOOL
36105 Marquetta, Westland, Michigan

Redi-Mix Concrete!

Haul It Yourself
Yito 1Yd. Loadsin

Our Special Trailers

Art's Rental Service
28811 Grand River
Farmington 476-3720

‘Spacial Topics: SGNS3O 835 2 W 600 134
Behavior Management of
Handicapped Childrenin
the Regular Clessroom .
Handicappbd Cildin ~ SGNSI9 78345 2 M 600 13¢
the Roguiar Classroom

BENTLEY HIGH SCHOOL

1500 Hubbard (Corner Hubbard & 5 Mile),
ot u::; u‘:mgnn
Educationo! Chidren  SLOSET 78105 2
withLeaming Disabistes .

T 430 108

Mornings * Aft

Sign up Now!
Tennis Lessons
begin Sept. 4
5 weeks * 1% hr. per week
. LADIES » MEN

All Ability chels
Membershlp Not Required

]UNIOR CAMPS & JUNIOR EXCELLENCE
For Starting Dites Call 476-6446

22777 Road * F:

Cl‘hml,ingtort Rpequet, Llub

48024

Michs

.- '8!

FINAL DAYS
57th Back to School
and Men’s Fashion

SALE

Hl!rry in and save on Fall Fashions

YOUNG MEN’S -

KNIT SHIRTS - brushed and
acrylics in stripes and solids. Long $44%
now ' 14

sleeves. Sizes S-XL. Reg 18.00

FLANNEL SHIRTS = 100%
cotton in rugged looking plalds.
Sizes S-XL. Reg. 8.00

SWEATERS- many fall stylesin

V-neck_ or crew in solids and _ §49%0
fancies. Reg. 18.00 . now 13

"WINTER JACKETS - save
© on many new styles. Example

novsssa

wool blouse model. Reg. '

$65.00 0154999

on a Leather-Zip out Llnlng 59950

Reg. $130. now
BOYS

'FLANNEL SHIRTS cotton
* flannels In colorful plaids, Size
810 20. Reg. $8.00

SWEATERS fashion styling

nowssn

1020, Reg. $15.50
MENS

VESTED SUITS soiid tex-

B turized knit in many fall col- 68990

ors. Reg. $115.00- now
BLAZERS polyester/-
wool hopsack In basic 69
solld colors, Reg. $82.50  now

USEQURLAYAWAY PLAN, 10% DOWN WILL HOLD ANY PURCHASE.
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lo, SUN 125
Six Fine Stores to Serve You - DAILY 8:30-8:00

in the latest fall fabrics. Size 14 $ n<
now 10‘

THE GREATEST
TENNIS DEAL IN TOWN

is available at the Centaur Racquet Club

Here are the reasons why-your fnends joined Centaur
Racquet Club—and why you should too!!!
-PLAY ALL YOU WANTI!
unlimited Indoor and OutdoorlT ennis with NO Court

Fees.
- BEGINNEHS TO ADVANCE PLAYE\RSII
organized Leagues, Teams, Tournaments and more.
- FREE FRANKLIN RACQUET CLUB MEMBERSHIPI!
$135.00 Value - including 20 lndoor & 5 Clay Tennls
courts, 20 Racquetball Coun
- FREE NURSERY!!~
- THE MOST ECONOMICAL M MBERSHIP PLAN N
TOWNI!

Save Hu ndreds of Dollars ovel' the Season

- CHARTER MEUBERSHIPS CLOS! TEMBER 1
THE INITIATION FEE!
JOIN US TORAY

661-200!
CENTAUR nAcouE'r CLUB
5700.Drake
West,quomﬂe_

CENTAUR




