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What happens when the Festlval ends?

You might say Ken Vogras' job is picking
up. And is has been that way for 23 years.

Vogras, DPW director for the city of
Plymouth, has been in charge of coordinat-
ing cleanup and setup for the Plymouth
Fall Festival for 23 years,

“It's a challenge,” he says. “I've worked
the barbecue pits before on Sunday, and
Monday is the worst day. You're tired and
y?ur eyes are all smoky from the chicken
P ts.”

He recalls the Festival’s early days when
some 200 visitors turned out for activities
at the Hamilton Playground. Today visitors
number in the.thousands with some coming

Costumes

‘The judging of the Plymouth Fall Festi-
val Costume Contest has become a tradi-
tional Sunday afternoon event.

This year, participants will have an op-
portunity to let their imaginations run
, willd. In keeping with the-International
Year of the Child, the theme will be “Chil-
dren of the Past aud Future,” or the "Faml-
1y of the Past or Future.”

Oldtime costumes can be originrls or
reproductions. Deslguers of the costumes of
the future have a free hand in making what-
ever they imagine the family of the future
will wear.

Entries in the contest should report to the
bandstand area on Penniman Avenue at. 2
p.m. Sunday, Sept. 9, for judging. Contes-
tants will go on stage shortly after 8 p.m,,
when winners will be announced.

The costume contest is being handled by
representatives of the Plymouth branch of
the Amerlecan Associaﬂon of “University
Women.

from as far away as Boston and Ney York.
“It's getting a little bit commercialized.
It’s not small-town anymore.” .

ALL ‘THAT ACTIVITY invaribly leaves
its mark — in trash — some 150 cubic
yards of debrls, according to Vogras,

And how is it handled? = -

The four-day Festival required 237 hours
of cleanup work by the DPW crews. last
year. Overtime pay last year alone totaled

about 102 hours,. partly because Sunday.

wages are doubletime. Last year's cost to
the Fall Festival Board was $3,088, In 1977,
the cost was $3,200.

During the day’s activities three workers
are stationed at ail times in Kellogg Park.

. They run the public address system, pick up

litter and run errands-for club members,

SOME OF THE original set up duties be-
gin as early as mid-August when signs are
posted throughout the city.

When opening day arrives, crews are on
the streets sweeping up at 4:30 a.m. The
bandshell is attended to at about 8 a.m. This
practice is continued daily.

Vogras attributes a portion of last year's
cost reduction to the efforts of club mem-
bers.In fact, he encourages civie groups to
pitch in when cleaning up. He applauds the
Rotary Club and Lions Club cleanup partic-
ipation in the past.

He suggests that the Fall Festival Board
establish a cleanup subcommittee, Most of
the debris piles up, he explalns, after a

club-sponsored activity such as the Rotary
chicken barbecue.

Most of the trash is “just ordinary stuff,”
such as paper plates, cups, bottles and cans,
Vogras anticipates a minor dent in the
overall trash collection this year because of
the ban on non-deposit cans and bottles,
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ATTENTION

HourI'y Employees
& Retirees

GET OUR DEAL PLUS

-

FROM GM -

$200-$300 REBATE

Tom Wolfe, assistant DPW director for the city of Plymouth changes the
‘dates in the signs for the-Fall Festival — one of the many jobs the DPW
perlorms for the annual community event. (Staff phoeto by Gnry Caskey)
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WE’RE PROUD TO BE YOUR R CHEVY DEALER

1979 MODEL CLEARANCE SALE -~~~
SPECIAL PRICE REDUCTIONS FORYOU! .
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