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Old facts offer new clues

Population research reaches back

Population growth is an issue people
often associate with the future. They
discuss family “planning,” “projected”
birth rates and “impending” food and
fuel shortages.

Some University of Michigan
researchers, however, have locked to
the past to see what influences fertility
wends. Birth records from individual
families as well as large scale census
data are offering new clues about dem-
ographic patterns in 18th and 19th cen-
tury Europe — clues which have impli-
cations for population policy today.

Population control is an almost uni-
versal concern,” observes sociologist
John E. Knodel of the U-M Population
Studies Center.

“A United Nations report on the
world's 127 developing countries shows
that 92 percent of their people live un-
der governments committed to an offi-
cial policy of reducing population
growth or at least to supporting family
planning.

“There is still very little firm knowl-
edge, however, about which factors in-
fluence people to have fewer children.

“The slogan of the '70s among lead-
ers of less developed countries seems
to be: ‘development is the best contra-
ceptive. As socioeconomic conditions
in their countries improve, they argue,
couples will have incentive to have
fewer children.”

. But Prof. Knodel's historical read-
ings indicate it is not that simple.
“True, when Europe changed from a

“Moreover, this took place 100 years
ago, before the advent of modern birth
contro! or safe medical abortions. Peo-
ple limited their families by modifying
their sexual habits without the benefit
of contraceptive devices.

“But the changes in Europe hap-
pened almsot simultaneously in coun-
tries which were at very different stag-
es of social and economic develop-
ment,” Knodel says, “Thus, history indi-
cates that ‘development’ is not the only
key to reducing births in lesser devel-
oped countries today.

“COUPLES must be both motivated

and able to control their family size.
And motivation is 2 complex factor
which varies from culture to culture
and is not dependent solely on socioe-
conomic conditions,” he explains.
- “Births declined in England after a
considerable urban and industrial tran-
sition, yet the same thing occurred in
Hungary while that country was at a
much lower level of development. Bul-
garia was still considered backward by
many standards when it experienced
its decline.”

Countries ing d

“What we're learning is that an indi-
vidlual couple’s decision to have a large
or smali family is influenced not only
by the sociveconomic level but alsa by
the cultural norms of their sociely.”

Initially, couples may not even be
aware that preventing pregnancy with-
in marriage is possible, he adds. In the
more distant past in Europe, birth con-
trol practices were largely limited to
extramarital affairs and may have
been the specialized knowledge of only
a small subset of the general popula-
tion. Once such practices start being

adopted by a few married couples, *

however, awareness and social accep-
tability increase and the custom can
spread rapidly.

And once it starts to spread, Knodel
reports, it is virtually irreversible.

“The changes in most of Europe
were compressed witlin a remarkably
short period of time — about 1880 to
1916, The population decline spread
most rapidly among countries of simi-
lar language and culture.”

AS NEW reproductive habits merge,
they seem to generate a momentum of
their 6wn, Knodel says. Within coun-

changes since 1960 show much of the
same diversity in socioeconomic devel-
opment as the European nations in the
19th century, Knodel notes. “More-
over,, we can cite countries which have
shown substantial improvements in so-
cial and economic well-being, such as
the central Asian countries of the
USSR,. or even Mexico, where high

{ries, p , and even villages, the
birth rate continues to decline until it is
usually at well below half the original

"level by the end of the period of

change. The same pattern is occurring
now, Knodel says, in Thailand, Costa
Rica, Colombia and a number of other
Third World countries, but at an even
faster pace.

the world population growth rate
reached a peak in the last decade,” the

sociologist says. “But while the rate of -

increase may be.declining, the popula-
tion itself is nonetheless still increasing
rapidly. There are still many societies
in which most women have babies con-
tinually throughout their child-bearing
years.”

Why do government-sponsored fani-
ly plenning efferts succeed in some
countries, such az Taiwan or ‘thailand,
but achicve poor t moderate results
elsewhere, as in India?

Again, tle reasons seem to be as
much cultural as socioeconomic. Kno-
del maintains. And one of the most in-
fluential cultural factors, he believes,
is the position of women.

“It is women, after all, who suffer

the heatth risks of childbearing and as-
sume most of the burden of child rear-
ing. The historical evidence indicates
that women are often very receptive to
limiting family size. once they are
aware that it ssible.
“In- counts such as Thailand,
here the position of wumer is rela-
Lively rable, they sharc in the im-
provements in education, are more ac-
tive nutsige the home. and more asser-
hout their own childbearing pref-
es.” he explains.

“In a cultural setting such as India or
Pakistan, where the temale role is sub-
ordinate to the extreme and women are
more isolated from the mass media as
well as from informal communication
networks connecting the village with
the outside
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. Mix and match all kinds
of ways with all kinds of
things. It's a solid dress
suit, a blazer outfit, wear
it with reversible vest,
solid to check and
matching check slacks.
Newest colors.
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wow 119

MEN’S BLAZERS
Solid color sport coats in
100% polyester in basic
colors. Here's a dressy
and casual outfit. It can
go anywhere.” Come in
today and save. .

Regularly $70
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Sale!

all sale items at our Warehouse
Outlet Store, 11850 Mayfield, Livonia

SATURDAY, SEPT. 8 - 9 AM to 5 PM
SUNDAY, SEPT. 9 -

Save 30%60%
and more!

Drastic reductions on already marked-down floor
samples. discontinued styles. discontinued fabrics,
1s. one-of

12 Noon to 4 PM

kinds. and soiled

low prices!

the

or damaged items! All must go — at fantastically

ALL SALES FINAL! NO HOLDS OR LAYAWAYS!
Delivery Available at Extra Charge

VISA » MASTER CHARGE e CONVENIENT TERMS

WAREHOUSE OUTLET

11850 MAYFIELD. @ LIVONIA
Just North of Plymouth Road,

- one block East of Farmington Road in the Cranbrook L . . . d ’ .
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save
energy

The hot-water heater
is ane of the big
energy gulpers,
accounting for 15%
of the fuel used
in the home,
A temperature
setting of 1200,
compared to the
usual setting of
50%—will cut your
fuel bill by 9%,
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DELUXE 2-QUART CAPACITY
STAINLESS STEEL JUICER

The most revolutionary juicer on the market.
Featuring patented “gyro” base, selt-adjusting
blade, stainless steel basket and easy cleaning
operation. Juice is easily assimilated into the blood
stream, and contains in its most natural form
the precious vitamins, minerals and enzymes every-
one needs. Because you'll enjoy the benefits of
more abundant nutrition, you'll look and feel better.
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*’ IMPORTED PERRIER WATER
23-0Z.BOTILES 2FOR 49

Naturally sparkling water from
BOTILES PLUS DEPOSIT

ACME OR CHAMPION
'YOUR CHOICE

REGULAR 209.95
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