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Thursday, September 6, 1978

Suburbs squawk as Detroit weighs sewer charges

By TIM RICHARD

Businessmen and two Detroit coun-
cilmen joined suburban politicians re-
cently in resisting major increases in
Detroit’s sewage treatment rates.

‘The Detroit City Council deadlocked
3-3last Wednesday on proposed sewage
rate hikes that ranged from 31 percent
for Detroit homeowners to 38 percent
for most western suburbanites and to
400 percent for some industries. .

But the council may reconsider the
issue Sept. 12, when all nine Detroit
council members are due back from
summer recess. Three council mem-
bers were absent from last week's spe-
cial meeting.

A RECONSIDERATION became
possible when USS. District Judge John
Feikens late last week gave Detroit an-
other 60 days — till Nov. 1 — to report
the proposed rate increases to his
court. Feikens is presiding over a con-
sent order which Detroit must follow to
upgrade its sewage treatment plant
and’ meel federal anti-pollution guide-
lines:

Detroit Mayor Coleman Young re-
quested the extra time so that he, as
the court-appointed special administra-
tor of the sewage plant, could avoid im-
posing the rate increases unilaterally.

‘The new treatment rates, to be effec-
tive Jan. 1. would remain in effect
through June 30, 1981.

DETROIT, which offers retail sew-
age service to its own property owners
and wholesale service to about 70 out-
lying communities with 3.2 million res-
idents, is under federal court orders to
improve the quantity and quality of
wastewater treatment. The U.S. Envi-
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GEORGE KUHN
‘Increasingly unilateral decisions.”

The rate increases, according to the
Detroit Water and Sewerage Depart-
ment (DWSD), are needed to pay in-
creased operating -costs for workers
and supplies.

Arguments at an Aug. 29 public hear-
ing revolved around 1) whether subur-
ban customers were being forced to
pay for the city’s “mismanagement” of
its plant and 2) whether businesses
were being hit too hard.

A constant theme was the “frustra-
tion” suburban officials and business
groups felt at dealing with the city
staff and its consultants.

Siding with_the suburban officials

proclaimed Marxist, also voted against

the rate increases for other reasons.)
What Detroit and U.S. District Judge

John Feikens will do next is uncertain.

GEORGE KUHN Oakland County
drain commissioner, said suburban cus-
tomers had such good®relations with
the Detroit Water and Sewerage De-
partment prior to the mid-1970s that
“we almost didn't need a contract.

“Since the mid-70s, however, Detroit
has operated increasingly on the basis
of unilateral decisions with very short

* notice to, and limited opportunity for

input from, its various contractual
customers.”

Sewage rates, Kuhn complained,
have increased; more than 1,000 per-
cent since 1969 and 430 percent since
1975. The drain commissioner, who ad-
ministers several Oakland projects,
said he has received inadequate finan-
cial information from the city, and he
suggested that any surplus for the fis-
cal year that ended June 30 result in a
rate cut rather than be distributed as a
rebate, as in the past.

One specific rate-making procedure
drew Kuhn's ire: that common costs
should be shared by city and suburban
customers equally, on the basis of flow.
Because of reports of mismanagement
in the plant, Kuhn .proposed that the
city alone bear cost increases “which
can be shown to be the result of this
kind of management failure.”

ONE OF KUHN'S charges was
warmly disputed by John Kanters, di-
rector of the DWSD.

“We have met innumerable times

with the representatives of Wayne,

Oakland and Macomb counties, indus-
try and the laundry business. The list of

To Kuhn's suggestion that a fiscal sur-
plus result in a rate cut, Kanters
responded, “I will take up Mr. Kuhn on
sharing the surplus if he will consider
sharing'a deficit. I have only prelimi-
nary numbers, but it appears we ran a
minor deficit” in the fiscal year which
ended June 30.

PHILLIP G. TANNIAN, former De-
troit police commissioner and attorney
for industrial and commercial laun-
dries, said the proposed rates would
have a heavy impact on that industry,
but that the rate-making procus was
rushed.

“When you're handed the fifth draft
of an ordinance at 9 am. and told it
will be passed at 2:30 that afternoon,
you do not have time to react,” said
Tannian, blaming  EPA dawdling
rather than the- city for the rush to
draft new sewage treatment rates.
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PHILLIP TANNIAN
‘No time to react.”

The new rates, if and when enacted,
would raise total DWSD revenue to
more than $120 million a year. Three-
fourths of the money would be for oper-
ating costs rather than for capital
improvements, which the federal and
state governments are funding.

David McKeon, of the Greater De-
troit Chamber of Commerce, said it
was a “frustrating experience” to deal
not only with the city but its rate-mak-

ing consultant, Camp Dresser & .

He called their responses for infor-

mation “incomplete and inadequate,”

adding: “T can only say that we've been -

stonewalled.”

McKeon charged the proposed rates -

business,”
laundry and 2 paper company.

THE SAME charge was made by De-
troit Councilman Kelley, citing the ef-
fect on Scott Paper Co., Awrey Bakery,
Chrysler Corp. and Su-oh Brewery.

“The costs are staggering,” Kelley
roared.

Councilman Eberhard took a politi-
cal line. “If we pass these rates, the
suburbs wil put pressure on the Michi-
gan Legislature such as you've never
seen to take it (the sewage treatment
plant) away from the city.”

Council President Henderson said,
“I'm glad Mr. Eberhard pointed out it's
our system.”

ronmental Protection Agency calls the  and businessmen were Detroit Council-
city’s plant the single worst polluter of men David Eberhard and Jack Kelley.
Lake Erie. (Counilman Kenneth V. Cockrel, a self-

MILLTOWRE
BQUARE

You Get It ALL At
MILL TOWNE SQUARE
8 TOWNHOUSE CONDOM]N[UMS
Anew, freshidea
1,800 Sq. FL., 2 FULL BATHS, 2-% BATHS, 2 BEDROOMS
Reservations now being taken at $88,900
‘Modelwllbe open Dy 2108 pr.
* CLOSED ALLDAY TUESDAY
350 N MILL {near Main 5t) PLYMOUTH «

455-5490

meetings would take up two pages,”
said Kanters. “We've made a tremen-
dous effort to keep them informed.”

GARAGE DOOR OPENERS

8Y ALLIANCE

NEW!IMPROVED!
MODEL GS 459

$180%

INSTALLED
SOLID STATE
CONTROLS

5188“
DIGITAL
CONTROLS
los &
ALADDIN “GENIE” Sus
1YEAR WARRANTY

WESTLAND PARTS &
722-0610 SERVICE

PONTIAC
335.9079

NEW . BEST

GS 459 Deluxe Screw
Drive with Exclusive
Sequensor® “Computer-
Controlled Brain”

SAVE NOW!!

- ON SPECIALLY PRICED SAXONY
MULTICOLORED CARPETING IN 14
SHADES

- ON BRAND NAMES LIKE LEES,
TREND, BARWICK &
PHILADELPHIA—AIl AT LOW
ANNIVERSARY SALE PRIGES

- ON USED CARPETING,

REMNANTS & ROLL ENDS

Padding and Installation Available
Sale Continues Thru Seplember
Come In Nowl! You Can't Afford To Miss Itll

DONALD E. McNABB CO.

22150 W. 8 Mile Rd. (W. of Lahser) )
HOURS: Mon. - Thurs. 9-5, Friday 9-9, Sat. 8 a.m. til noon @

Call 357-2626
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2 p.m., “The Ev

There’s a lot going on at
Northland this weekend.,
Events the whole family will
enjoy. Plan to be at “The Big
Weekend!’ Yon'll havea

JCPENNEY NORTH COURT

CRYPTAR Il Yon've Always Wanted to
Digital Controls. Know About Fall Fashions,
Sompletely But Were Afraid to Ask}’
Meats all FCC fashion show featuring
Requirements. Oriental and Western looks

" for men and women
Any Suburb presented by JC Penney,
SUN,, SEPT. 8 —

AI.LIAHCE AUTOMATIC DOOR CO. JC PENNEY NORTH COURT

358-383; ) SDUTHFIELD 1&3 p.m., Other Things &
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27716 W Seven Mlle Rd.

|| - Northland

5 blocks Eﬂsl of Livonla Mall Open
592-9759 Sty
SPECIALS

Tuesday and Wednesday Only

PERMANENTS *14%

omplate

Greenfield at Eight Mile Road

(including Haircut and SMe)

Redkin Products
[ SENIOR 7uss. & wed. Haircut 5%
SPECIALS shampoo & Sot $5%

Every Day Sgectal
Children (under 12 years of age)

HARCUT 4%
Coming Soon! .
HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE
* » Manicurss  Pacicures’

«Hall Wrappings and Arches
.ty Hadine
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GARDNER & SCHUMACHER
FURNITURE DISTRIBUTORS SINCE 1931
Deals You the
Wmnmg Hand!
SEPTEMBER
FURNITURE
SALE DAYS!
STRAIGHT SAVINGS OF

10% to 50% off!

SPECIAL SEPTEMBER SALE HOURS!

OPEN MONDAYS & FRIDAYS 10 TO 7 PM
OPEN TUESDAY, WEDNESDAYS, THURSDAYS
AND SATURDAYS 9 TO 5:30 PM

SUNDAY %711 TOSPM
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* EVERY ITEM IN OUR 40,000 SQ. FT. HOME FURNISHINGS
' SHOWROOM IS NOW TAGGED FOR BIG SAVINGS!

* VISIT OUR DESIGN STUDIO FOR FREE DESIGN SERVICE

' GARDNER & SCHUMACHER
FURNITURE DISTRIBUTORS
DESIGN & DECORATING BLDG. - *

1420 WASHINGTON BLVD. "

"“Beautiful Downtown’ Detroit™

FREE DBUVERY & SET-UP @ FREE PARKING  ACROSS THE STREET - v
CONVENIENT TERMS: MAJOR CREDIT CARDS HONORED :

would have a “devastating effect on :*
il citing food, commercial .©

INFLATION FIGHTER'S SALE|

in celebratlon of our 25th anmversary ‘

-« s0ld through inserior dmgnm, bome furnishings dealers and architect




