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Parents, juvenile systems desert homeless teen

By MIKE SCANLON

A homeless, 16-year old Walled Lake
boy was found sleeping in a Garden
City backyard Wednesday morning. His
only possessions were the clothes he
wore and two blankets. At least six
weeks ago, his parents moved to Ari-
zona without him.

He was penniless. And he was turned
back out onto the street within hours.

Juvenile systems in both Oakland
and Wayne counties refused to take the
boy after a jurisdictional dispute, and
Garden City police were forced to re-
luctantly release him.

“I don't think I can think of anything
nasty enough to say,” said Detective Lt.
Bill Duncan.

“It’s a sad state of affairs when our
society turns a 16-year-old kid out, and
the two largest counties in the state
don’t want anything to do with it. It's
sad. Wayne County doesn't want him

and Oakland County closed the books
on a 1§-year-old. We couldn't hold
him.”

At 7:30 am. Wednesday, police
received a complaint from a John

Hauk street resident that the youth was -

sleeping in her backyard,

THE BOY had no identification and
no money. At the police station,, he
gave police the name of a Troy youth.
Later, he identified himself as Charles
Edward Hebner, his father’s name.

But the boy provided his correct
birthdate. A computer check showed
that a youth with that same birthdate
and a similar name had walked away
from an Qakland County youth home
called Children’s Village last January.

Once he was identified, police began
a series of frujtless attempts to house
the boy somewhere. Anywhere.

A Garden City police officer contact-
ed the Oakland County social worker

‘I don’t think I can think of anything nasty
enough to say. It’s a sad state of affairs when
our society turns a 16-year-old kid out, and the
two largest counties in the state don’t want
anything to do with it. I’s sad. Wayne County
doesn’t want him and Oakland County closed
the books on a 16-year-old. We couldn’t hold

him.?

— Detective Lt. Bill Duncan

assigned to the youth's case.

She refused to accept him.

“She said if we'd caught him a month
or two earlier, she'd take him, But now
his parents moved to Arizona, he's not
an Oakland County resident anymore,
and they don’t want him,” said the Gar-
den City officer.

Judge delays ex-counselor’s sentencing

A former counselor in the Troy
School District pleaded guilty to a nar-
‘cotics charge in Oakland County Cir-
cuit Court. Sentencing was delayed for
up to one year.

Juan Morales, 26, of Royal Oak, re-
cently pleaded guilty to conspiring to
deliver and accepting delivery of nar-
cotics in Troy High School. Morales
‘was employed as a counselor in the Vo-
cational Instruction and Placement
(VIP) center in Troy High School. He
was suspended and then resigned from

his post immediately after his arrest in
March.

The VIP office serves adults seeking
vocational training and job placement.

Judge William Beer delayed sentenc-
ing 'on Morales for one year. Prosecut-
ing attorney Rick Gratten said the
judge may call Morales back to court
at any time within the year to sentence
him or the judge can wait until the year
is up then sentence him.

“He may decide to put him in jail or
he may decide to put him on probatidn,
" Gratten said.

Hotline

Here’s an insurance bonus

Gratten added that Judge Beer fre-
quently delays sentencing.

Morales was arrested by undercover
police detectives, one of whom posed as
a drug purchaser. The marked bills
which the undercover officer had used
to purchase the suspected narcotics
were found in Morales® pocket, police
said. The substance was tested and
found to be methadone.

The officer said the social worker in-
formed him the parents had specifical-
ly requested that the boy not be in-
formed of where they now live in
Yuma, Ariz. An Qakland County juve-
nile court officer refused to confirm or
deny the request. Repeated attempts to
reach the Hebners in Yuma were
unsuccessful.

Gov. William Milliken has asked leg-
islative leaders to appoint a committee
to work with his office on major trans-
portation issues to be addressed this
fall, including the Detroit area mass
transportation plan.

The Michigan Legislature will con-
sider preliminary engineering funds for
the proposed Woodward corridor
underground-aerial light rail line in

DIRECTED BY Oakland County ju-
venile workers to deliver the boy to ju-
venile authorities in Wayne County, po-
lice dispatched another officer and a
car to take the boy to the youth home
after David Fargo, a probation officer,
agreed in a telephone conversation to
aceept him.

Fargo was overruled by others at the
home.

The boy was refused admittance be-
cause he was not a Wayne County resi-
dent and because the charge facing
him, vagrancy, is not an offense in
Michigan’s juvenile code.

“Vagrancy wasn't an offense for a
child, just for an adult,” said Fargo.
“Because he belonged to Oakland Coun-
ty and there was no real charge, we
couldn’t accept him at the youth home.

“According to the juvenile code, ju-
risdiction is mandated by residency.
The question, it seemed to me, is if the
parents n ved, is he still a resident of

Detroit and merger of the Détroit De-
partment of Transportation bus system
with the Southeastern Michigan Trans-
portation Authority (SEMTA).

SEMTA will conduct 11 public hear-
ings on the preferred regional trans-
portation plan as soon as it receives a
federal environmental impact report
on the plan. The hearings. which may

Oakland County, or is he a resident of
Arizona?

“He was obviously a resident of Oak-
land County and had a relationship
with the court there,” Fargo concluded.

“AS FAR as residency is concerned,
jurisdiction would fall in the city where
the youngster was found,” said James
McFarland, assistant director of court
services for the Oakland County Juve-
nile Court. N

However, McFarland added later,
“If, in fact, the placement of the par-
ents prior to their departing was in the
state of Michigan and our county was
where they were living,. I suppose ulti-
mately we would be the ones, to take
the case. That's my opinion, I'm not an
attorney.”

The dispute about where the boy
should live is over. Nobody knows
where he is now, but he only had one
place left to go.

The street.

Milliken rallies Lansing leaders on public transit

be held this fall, will take place at vari-
ous locations in SEMTA's district,
which includes Wayne, Oakland and
Macomb counties.

Merger of the two bus systems must
be addressed this fall because the law
providing mass transit financing for
SEMTA will expire next April 15 if the
two systems haven't merged.

Detroit area residents can now call an “Insur-
ance Informaiion Hotline” when they need help in
solving insurance problems,

. The toll-free telephone number is 1-800-292-0712.
It has been listed in the yellow pages of the Down-
town Detroit telephone directories, scheduled for

-distribution during September.

* The service is designed to give consumers quick
access to il ion on ile and he

ers insuranee, plus other property-casualty cover-

ages. Residents can also get assistance when they

have problems with their own insurance company,

‘The Hotline is open from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
five days a week,

It is sponsored by Michigan Assoiciation of Insur-
ance Companies (MAIC), a non-profit public affairs
organization representing Michigan property-casu-
alty insurers. The association is headquartered in
Lansing.

According to MAIC president Terry Buckles, con-
sumers most often call the hotline about no-fault
coverage,” he said. Inquiries about homeowners
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insurance, claim settlements and premium costs
also rank high on the list.

Tf hotline personnel can't provide information or
solve a problem on the spot, they get in touch with
the consumer’s insurance company,

“We have contacts with key people in the main or
regional office of all property-casualty insurance
companies,” Buckles explained, “and can expedite
handling of conmsumer inquiries.” If theére is a dis-
agreement, the hotline will ask the companmy to
review and reconsider'the matter.

The Hotline doesn’t sell insurance. “We don't
even recommend which company someone should
buy from, nor will we tell them what type of cover-
age to buy,” Buckles added. “Insurance is a very
complex service. We simply try to make the whole
process more understandable and convenient for
Michigan policyholders.” -

Buckles said consumers should first contact their
own insurance agent or company representative in
attempting to solve problems. “If that's not possible
or if the person is not satisfied, we would like the
chance to help.
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