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Say ‘housing for seniors’ and sparks fly

These days in suburbia, one way to set sparks
flying is to mention senior citizen housing.

As one long-time Birmingham resident lady inm’
her 80s calmiy noted when the topic came up, “Oh, .
that’s when they bring the poor blacks from Detroit
into Birmingham.”

And she believed what she was saying.

Ialmost fell out of my chair.

That’s one extreme.

There's the opposite, coming from the pseudo-
expert bureaucrats who say “We know what's best.
We'll decide how government-subsidized housing is
going to work. And do we have a deal for you! But
don't ask about details.”

THE TRUTH LIES somewhere between these
two poles.

But to find it takes discussions and considera-
tions.

It takes honest research.

1t takes solid thinking locally and open minds.

It takes government officials within commu-
niuties affected who know preclsely what they are
talking about.

Which brings s to a guy named Ed McNamara,
mayor of Livonia.

His community has constructed nearly 650 units
of housing for senior citizens. Add to that nearly 100
more built by two religious groups in Livonia and
you have an impressive lineup.

But that’s only the beginning. Right now a private

developer is pushing through preparation work for
200 more. There will most certainly be others what
with a waiting list of 2,100 seniors at Livonia’s city
hall. : .

MUCH OF THE CREDIT for this impressive
progress in senior citizen housing goes to
McNamara. He has become an expert in this area.

It might be profitable for officials from com-
munities presently embroiled in battles over senior
citizen housing to sit down with McNamara. They
can find how McNamara and Livonia did it.

McNamara would probably say, as he did to me
during a recent interview, “It’s wrong when a hous-
ing situatior becomes divisive within a commumty
The city should back off.”

He'd point out that “there’s money to be made in
senior citizen housing; it's attractive as hell, with
tax-free bonds.”

But it’s not for the uninitiated, McNamara would
caution, “You need lots of know-how, connections in
government, connections in the financial world.”

WHAT MIGHT AMAZE some-folks is that four of
Livonia’s five senior projects have been built with
U.S. Housing and Urban Development, loans. And
there never has been anguished cries of outrage
over any of these projects.

That’s because each effort was always carefully
planned and presented step by step to the citizenry.

So HUD need not be a dirty word.

The Livonia mayor is convinced that cities can

work with HUD. His town's expanilve array of sen-
jor housing proves that.

But he doesn't have the same regard for MSHDA
- the Michigan State Housing Devel, Author-
ity.
+ “Stay away from them. They throw too many
curve balls. ’[hey confuse communities, or the de-
velopers (confuse communities) with last-minute
rules.”

The municipality, through its own housing
authority, must keep a tight rein on housing proj-
ects, McNamara warns.

FARMINGTON HILLS currently is working
with MSHDA on a major sentor citizen housing
poroposal, and there are problems, not necessarily
associated with the state agency.

Mainly, city officials are being challenged by a
group, Citizens for More Responsible Government.
CMRG founders oppose the Farmington Ilills
project based on a distaste for any low-income or
subsidized housing. .

Farmington Hills Tuesday had a primary city
council election. The top three vote getters ran
mainly on an anti-sentor citizen housing platform.

Other towns, notably Birmingham, have run city
commissions out of office via recall elections be-
cause those officials supported the concept of hous-
ing for seniors and working with federal subsidies.

Talking to McNamara could help other suburban
cities avoid this sort of extremism.

ONE OTHER TOWN that's forging ahead in sen-
ior housing is Rochester.

It’s new Danish Village, a complex of 150 units -
which will cost $5.5 million, is a project of Lutheran
Social Services of Michigan and Danish Old People’s -
Home. Inc.

A HUD loan of $4.9 million is the project’s key.

Part 'of the deal is that some of the units in Dan-
ish Village must be rented to handicapped persons.

It's expected to be ready for occupancy next
spring.

Are there people who want to live there?

The answer comes from Marye Miller. director of
the Rochester-Avon Recreation Authorily’s senior
citizen program.

Last week, Ms. Miller announced that to date
more than 700 applications have been received for
the 150 units.

CHANCES ARE EXCELLENT that if other
communities were to poll their seniors on a desire
to move into something like Danish Village in Ro-
chester or McNamara Towers in Livonia (named
after the late Sen. Patrick McNamara, not the pres-
ent mayor). results could be as overwhelming as
those reported by Ms. Miller.

1t all seems to get down to what local govern-
ments want to do about their aging citizens.

That includes, or will soon include. many of you *
reading these words.

Maybe I should say. what kind cI housing do e or
will we want?

When i
Dear Dr. DeFrancesco: At what age should I

start my son for periodic examination and praphy-
laxis?

CD. .

If the child comes to me prier to the age when I
can reason with him, he will cry constantly and re-
monstrate and will carry on as a matter of course
during subsequent visits until he is age 5 or 6.

Children can be victimis of habit. If a child comes
to a dentist at age 3 or 4, one can reason with him
and dispel the crying habit through friendly, in-
structive comment in the first few minutes of the .
initial appointment.

Dear Dr. DeFrancesco: My son has had decidu-
ous teeth prematurely extracted. Does he need a
space retention?

AF.

As a matter of routine, parents should be
informed, when deciduous teeth are extracted pre-
maturely, of the need for space retainers.

A large majority of parents, either through lack
of funds or lack of interest, fail to evidence much
concern at the time: But later on, when corrective
work is needed when the orthodontist tells them
that pi of decid teeth is re-
sponsible for Lhe condition, they will say cnucally,
“Why didn’t my denust tell me?”

Dear Dr. DéFranceseo: My daughter has gréen

child old enough to visit dentist?

s v
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stains on her teeth. Do these stains cause damage
to the teeth?

The most common green stains on enamel occur
on both the temporary and the permanent teeth,
particularly of young persons. The color of these
stains varies from light green to greenish black.

This deposit may lead to decalcification of the
enamel. This stain is preceeded by a lack of demal
hygiene.

Collections of food debris are not removed from
the surfaces of the teeth, which implies that prior to
the formation of green stains, the affected enamel
surfaces have been subjected to the action of fer-
menting food debris — that is, to acids. .

Dear Dr. DeFrancesco: My son sucks his thumb.
What can T do to break the habit?
HG.

Infants are born with a natural instinct for suck-
ing. Thumbs and fingers ar ready objects for satls-
fying this need.

Generally the action produces no lasting eifect on

Letnvmaraa,

the arrangement of the permanent teeth and the
development of the jaws — unless the habit contin-
ues after age 4. Then the extent of deformity de-
pends on the frequency.. intensity and duration of -
the sucking procedure.

Persistent thumb sucking results most frequently
in spacing and protrusion of the upper front teeth.

Parents who are overly concerned with the early
breaking of this habit actually may contribute to its
continuance. Children aware of the parental con-
cern may suck defiantly as an attention-getter.

This concludes Dr. DeFrancesco’s series of
articles — a series that was prolonged beyond
the plenned 13 weeks because of reader ques-
tions. As usual, this newspaper invites com-
ments on our columns and ideas for new ones.
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If you want a great fashion look, start
with a classic. Casual but polished is
the idea behind Socialites tailored
mute. With skinny-legged pants, it's
adynomite look! For additional
interest, the smooth leather is

smarly stitched and secmed. And
ihe straight stacked heelis in keeping
with the shoe’s sporly offitude. Geta
pair at Phittips todoy. .steppin’
chead this fall In bldck, bionde,
anfique coral or wine.
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Style ot Northland, Fairiane, Lakeside & Twelve Oaks only.

‘NORTHLAND »EASTLAND ‘WESTLAND *SOUTHLAND 1254 WASHINGTON BLVD.
ANN ARBOR FLINT o TOLEDO
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Main Showrcom:
West Bloomfield

3325 Orchard Lake Road
Keego Harbor, MI 48033
626-0031

Our fall supply of dining chairs have arrived. We have many
styles: high, medium, and low back chairs. And, we have A
- LOT of them.
Our dlning chairs have solid teak frames with the finest quality
in upholstered seals and backs. Come see our large selection
and dlne in the Scandinavian tradition. ,

brasch interiors, inc.

Warehouse Outlet:

oy . .
1061°E. Long Lake Road
Troy. M1.48098
528-9050

‘Store Hnurs Mon., Thurs Fri. 10:00-9:00. Tues., Sat. muu -5:30. Sunday 12:00-! 500 Closed Wednesday.
Design Service v avallable =t Main shwroom only.




