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By CORINNE ABATT

For two days, Saturday and Sun-

day, Sept. 15 and 16, West Bloom-
.field will replace New Haven as a
tryout town.

That’s when Harriet Berg, direc-
tor of dance at the Jewish Commu-
nity Center, will give performances
of a special dance and multi-media
event titled “Detroit is Coming
Back, Are You?”

For a long time, the energetic, in-
novative Ms. Berg had been rolling
the idea for this arpund in her mind.
Finally when it began to jell, she in-
vited professional performing art-
ists for whom she has great respect

the city. :

“This is my out-of-town tryout,”
said Ms. Berg. “And that’s what we
should do — have community cen-
ters all over the suburbs where peo-
ple could try out their ideas before
going on before the tough critics of
the city.”

The company, gathered just for
this special event, will face Detroit's
tough critics at Grand Circus Ex-
change Nov. 30 and Dec. 1 and 2.

SEVERAL YEARS BACK at the
suggestion of Detroit writer Esther
Broner, Ms. Berg began to keep 2
journal and it was from this that she
drew the impressions and ideas
which were put together for this
multi-media event.

Detroit sculpture will form the
backdrop when Evelyn Orbach re-
cites the Walt Whitman poem, “I
Sing the Body Electric.” Dancers
will provide the sculptures that

said, “seems to be about dancers.”

She said Ms. Orbach, a profession-
al writer and television producer,
agreed to read the Whitman work
because “she wanted an opportunity
to be in touch with live theater
again.’I love her and her voice is
perfect.”

Judd Sheldon, director of the
dance department at Detroit Com-

costumes and acting as artistic con-
sultant. Other professionals who
will be dancing are Jennifer Peth-
ick-Noyer, Jean Raczkowski, Sabri-
na Jorden, Hughther White, Doug
Brown, Judie Conners and Ms. Shel-
don.

to join her in this special salute to .

move to the poetry which Ms. Berg.

munity Music School, is designing.

Professionals
innovate with
dance, poetry

Films from several off-stage per-
formances by Ms. Berg's Festival
dancers are woven into the seript.
These will include pieces done at the
dedication of the Tony Smith sculp-
ture at the Detroit Institute of Arts,
on the Kern Block and during a war
protest at the Detroit Public
Library:

“ALL OF THESE pieces of my
life in different places are being
woven together — my interest in
dance, my interest in poetry and my

interest in film making,” Ms. Berg ,

said. .

Particularly pleasing to Ms. Berg
is the opportunity to work with area
dancers and dance teachers who are
moving out from traditional bound-
aries.

She commented on the way
today's dance company members in
the avant garde movement “work
off each other’s energies,” and how
their bodies work together “in a sup-
portive way.”

“ miss not being able to see these
experimental companies,” she said,
talking about a recent trip which
gave her an opportunity to see what
was happening to dance in other
metropolitan areas. -« -

DETROIT DANCER Christopher
Pilafian will be in the Berg produc-
tion via film. He’s now principal
dancer with the Jennifer Muller
Company which Ms. Berg said “is
the rage of Europe.”

The Young Dancers of the Jewish
Community Center will be in the
finale of “Detroit is Coming Back,
Are You?" They are Allyson
Schwartz, Ann Sheehy, Patti Bru-
koff, Patty Reich and Karen Ten-
nenbaum.

Dean Egnater is lighting designer
and Ms. Berg said that in a produc-
tion such as this “Lights become
environmental, in fact, they are the
set.”

‘The Saturday, Sept. 15, perform-
ance will be at 8:30 p.m. and on Sun-
day, Sept, 16, it will be at 2:30 p.m.
Both will be in the Aaron DeRoy
studio theater at the Jewish Com-
munity Center, 6600 W. Maple, West
Bloomfield. .

General admission tickets are $3,
$2.50 for members.
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Dancers Jenifer Pethick-Noyes, Jean Raczkowski and Hargjet i}erg pose as dancers in a fog.
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“BUY FACTORY DIRECT FROM THE
MANUFACTURER” ‘

The very best in Quality

Heavy Extruded Aluminum

Double Strength Glass

Steel Ball Bearing Rollers

Wood Grained Interior Knee Wall

Optional Exterior Color -

We also specialize in:

« Storms for Sliding Glass Door

« Combination Storm & Screen

* Flat Pan and Step Down Awnings
¢ Aluminum Siding . =~ '
* Prime Door Walls

* Prime Window Replacements

0 pool, no tennis,

no golf, no disco.

What kind of
place is this to
‘spend a holiday?

After all, we've been housing holidays for centuries.
So what if we aren’t Grossinger's,
we still have what it takes—Judaism.
) ) A religion with chutzpah.
When you join a synagogue you can share with friends and family
all the aspects that make Judaism what it is.

There might even be some dancing. Join a synagogue today.
Your synagogue is the address of the Jewish people.
Our doors are open regardless of ability to pay.

] For more information contact.
The Synagogue Council of Greater Detroit.
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