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Fiber takes a new twist

By MARY KLEMIC

When Elaine Brant Miller was 2
or 3 years old, she liked to work
with fabrics. She believes she takes
after her grandmother, who was a
dress designer.

Today, Ms. Miller is still content *
working with materials. She works
with wool in a way her grandnjother
probably never dreamed of. .

Ms. Miller, 25, combines materi-
als such as wool, wood and lucite to
make original unusual wallhang-
ings. The term “fiber artist” fits this
West Bloomfield resident perfectly.

She calls her art pieces “Fiber-
works,” a play on the word
“fireworks,” because “like fire-
works, they are so vibrant and
intense,” she said.

Her fiberworks can take the form
of weavings or sculptured pieces, a
media Ms. Miller developed herself.

“There's nothing like it around at
all,” she said. “I have every fiber
book there is and it's not to be found
anywhere.”

Each piece of Ms. Miller's fiber
art is different because it is created
expressly for an individual on a
commission basis. Her colorful eye-
catchers have brightened walls in
homes and offices around the area
and beyond. The Forest Lake Coun-
try Club in West Bloomfield, the
Michigan Inn of Southfield, a build-
ing in Houston and a hotel in Europe
all have or will have examples of
her work.

HER WORK WILL be on display
and for sale 11 am. to 7 p.m. on Sat-
urday and Sunday, Sept. 15 and 186,
at Art in the Park in Birmingham’s
Shain Park. Ms. Miller also was in-
vited to exhibit her art in the recent
Lafayette Park Art Fair in Detroit.

“It’s just snowballing,” Ms. Miller
said of her young business. “I can't
keep enough pieces, they're sold so
quickly.”

She developed her sculptured fi-
ber pieces about four years ago out
of her love for two other art forms.
“T've always liked weaving and fab-

ricating, and I've finally put the two
together,” she said.

The sculptured fiber art combines
painting and sculpting. At first
glance, each work resembles a row
of giant, squat or slender spools of
wool thread capped with rosewood
or oak. The pieces can have any part
of a wide spectrum of colors, from
soft earth tones of tan and gray to
bright, vivid shades of red and blue.

The pieces are versatile, Ms. Mil-
ler explained. They may be hung
horizontally or vertically, from the
ceiling or floor as well as from the
wall. One couple is using a piece as
a bed headboard.

EACH PIECE has many different
perspectives and interesting shad-
ows, Ms. Miller said. The colors that
spring to the eye change when the
work is looked at'from a new angle.
Sometimes she adds pieces of lucite
to create added dimension.

When Ms. Miller is commissioned
to make a wallhanging, she visits
the room or office to “get a feeling”
for the area where the work will go.
She may want ¢o match the carpet-
ing or highlight a particular color in
the room. Once she based a design
on some red candlesticks the room
contained,

“I create for that particular
environment,” she said. "I have nev-
er made the same piece twice. Each
is one of a kind, for that person’s
home, designed for him and for that
particular setting.”

Ms. Miller said only the finest ma-
terials are in her work.

She uses only 100 percent wool,
most of it imported from Europe.

“Wools, to me, give off a better
luster and last longer (than
acrylies),” she explained.

If she can't find the exact color
she wants, she hand-dyes her own.

“I try to be a perfectionist,” she
said. “It's very important to me that
each piece is perfect. I want it to be
perfect. It's important that (the cli-
ent) gets the top quality.”

A work usually takes between
three and four weeks to complete,

Elaine Brant Miller has developed a fiber
technigue that is seldom, if ever, used by other

artists.

depending on the size, and she. tries
to make commissions “as easy as
possible” for the client, she said. She
prepares the backing and mounting
for each piece, so installation is
easy.

“That person isn't stuck with,
‘How do I hang it?" ” Ms. Miller said.

MS. MILLER studied art at the
University of Michigan, Eastern
Michigan University and the Center
for Creative Studies in Detroit. She
taught art at an elementary school
before beginning her wallhanging
business.

Now, aiter less than five years,
the business is an incredible success.
Ms. Miller said that she has so many
commissions she is already starting
to outgrow her house.

: .‘Introducing |
~ Pella’s Contemporary French
Sliding Glass Doors...

The Contemporary French Door offers excep-
tional energy efficiency with the charm of a
French door and the convenience of a sliding
door, .

DIFFERENT because it's equally at home in traditional and
contemporary settings. DIFFERENT because it comes in
white or dark brown aluminum cladding over sofid
wood. DIFFERENT because it conserves energy far better
than ordinary siiding glass or French-style doors. DIFFER-
ENT because it features Pella’s exclusive Double Glass
Insulation System. DIFFERENT because Pella sliding glass
door features a unique toe operated security lock. DIF-
FERENT because it’s made with the traditional craftsman-
ship that sets Pella apart.
1

13716 between glass air space for superior insulation.
Optional solarcoo! Bronze Glass. Core of laminated
wood blocks for endurance and warp-resistance. Sliding
panel on outside ~ the harder the wind blows, the tighter
it seals. Low maintenance exterior with the beauty and
warmith of wobd inside. Optional between the glass sim
shade or wood dividers. Self closing screen and security
lock. Ideal for replacing 6 ft. aluminum doors.

| plan to Dbuild {3 replace O remodel;
7’2 Name ...
Address ...

. . X City .....
. [
PELLA WINDOW pAN CENTER LOCATIONS Fhone. !
CALLor WRITE -SLOOMFIELD LATHRUP VILLAGE FUNT
ForFroee iaggerty Rd. 28551 Southfield 62350 S, Center Rd.
REE Catalog 624-5080 557-2552 43-1700
DEARBQRN HGTS. STERLING HEIGHTS "ANN AREOR BRIGHTCN
24141 Anh Arbor Trait 2791 E. 14 Mile Rd. 3003 Washtenaw 9998 E. Grand River
565-3399 9797200 9713112 2208174

19771 W. 12 Mile Rd.
at Evergreen

569-5523 Sat.

Emerging from the World of Fashion
comes the perfect combiriation in

a store for men

has the perfect fabrics
the perfect style
the perfect accessories
to make you the perfect man.

A atwayo,
Tadtontng 8y Fred | )

Hours; Mon., Tues., Wed. 10-6 p.m.
Thurs., Frl. 10-9 p.m.

10-6 p.m.

Most Charges Welcome
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potted shrubs to large shade

PLYIVIOU

In Fall, creamy white flower clusters.

CISTENA PLUM.

imson leaves, small profuse
Excellent contrast plant. Fast grower.

BAILEY DOGWOOD
Upright spreading hablt, whits fowers,
altract bids.

PLYMOUTH KURSERY THE

OPEN DAILY S ~'6
SuNDAY ‘10-6

COMPLETE GARDEN CENTER

NSURSERY |

DESIGNING AND PLANTING

Autumn is An Excellent
Planting time!

We have the largest selection of plants in Western Wayne
County. See us for all of your planting needs, from small

Flowering Shrubs ‘for-Specimen or Screen
VIBURNUM DENTATUM........

Grows to 8 1o 12 1. high, craamy while flower clusters, early  Potted
June, densa upright habit, excellent screen.

- MacFARLANE LILAC

Upright, bushy, showy, deep red-pink flowers In duno.

VIBURNUM LANTANA ........... * asn

Grows to 15 ft. Densa, deep green foliage, orangs

Many other larger sizes and varieties available

9900 ANN ARBOR-PLYMOUTH RD.(VI14)
7 MILES EAST OF U.§.23, 5§ MILES WEST OF SHELOON

ph. 453-5500 &

Y NURSERY STOCK

trees.
3995
$ 14%

451,

3411,
B3B8

.3995
848

. S11%5.
Potted

. as, $14%
white I Potted

PROFESS]ONAL ALKHMHVE

'

FISHER]

| WALLPAPERGYPAINT

Flat
-:UsePaint

Latex Redwood ;
. Stainreg $7.99 !
now $3.99

Fisher Exterior
Semi-Gloss reg
$13.99 now

UATEX FLOOR,
PORCH s DECK

ORYRG, LOW .
USTeR ~ .
- H . O - g g8 Fisher Interior
v Erameives SR [, '<3°0o°
3% o b Interior - g :
. — : ' SaleendsSept.30

\___/

LIVONIA

d 2w 19704 Middlebelt 478-9200
- Wonderland Center 425-8970




