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Rome’s addiction invades suburbs.

Backgammon, the game on the other side of the
checker board, has come into its own.

The favorite of the jet-set has filtered down to
less glamorous circles as players realize this is the
best board game going. For excitement and speed,
backgammeon has no equal, they claim. .

Backgammon players from Mt. Clemens to Gi-
braltar are zeroing in on Plymouth, the home of the
American Backgammon Club, Inc., the foremost
club of its kind in the tri-county area.

First tournament of the fall season will be Sun-
day, Sept. 23 in the Plymouth Hilton Inn, Northville
Road at Five Mile. Registration is slated for 2:30
p.m. and play will begin at 3. There will be three
classes of play: Open, with an entry fee of $8; ama-
teur, $6; and beginner, $4. -

Annual membership to the club is $15 and card
holders will be admitted to backgammen clubs
across the nation.

Persens wishing more information about the club”
o; the tournament can call Michael Kloian, 459-
5776.

A conversation with Kloian, one of the founders
of ABC and Scotty Flora, charter member, re-
vealed their fascination with the game. .

A BACKGAMMON player is seldom without a
board. They play on their lunch hours, before din-
ner, after dinner, by appointment, or at the drop of
ahat.

The boards vary in price from a Kmart model to
one priced as much as $3,000 or more. They may be
printed on a handkerchief or a bath mat. There are
the magnetic models that fit into a vest pocket, and
tables that are beautiful pieces of furniture. The
boards that fold into an attractive piece of hand
luggage are familiar to backgammon players the
world over.

Jim and Scotty Flora were aboard ship, on their
way from Copenhagen to Sweden, when a small boy
spotted her case.

“Do you play backgammon?” he asked.

“He was Danish and about 11-years-old,” said
Mrs. Flora. “And in spite of a language barrier, we
had no difficulty when we played backgammom.”

She also played with the captain of a Greek

OU honors actor, civic leader

Two eminent professors. — a noted
actor and lecturer, and a Pontiac busi-
ness and civie leader — were among
those who received honorary degrees
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Scotty Flora’s collection of backgammon

boards includes a Mexican coffee-table-sized

leather board complete with matching chairs,
(Staff photo by Gary Caskey)

cruise ship. Evidently backgammon is big in the
Mediterranean area.

HISTORIANS do not know the precise origin of
the game. Earliest game boards resembling the
contemporary game were unearthed by archeolo-
gists in Biblical sites in Asia Minor. Tombs of
Egyptian pharoahs and queens reveal they had
their own personalized boards. They played their
game with a dice box and the Romans and Greeks

used a box as they developed their own versions of
backgammon.

The Romans were responsible for the game
spreading throughout Eurape. According to an arti-
cle in “Gammon,” a new magazine devoted to back-
gammon, the game was forbidden. Play was limit-
ed even in America when players became so in-
volved in play they were “negligent and delelict in
their duties.”

The first international tournament was held in
1964. Now there is a regular circuit that players
follow around the world. The prize pools are larger
than those at the major golf tournaments.

There are people who make their living playing
backgammon.

The recent Monte Carlo competition was a sel-
lout, The Puerto Rico tournament was a huge suc-
cess. The Chicago Cup is coming up. Next big one in
this. country is the World Amateur Backgammon
Championship Nov. 28 to Dec. 2 with a total prize
pool that could reach $600,000. It will be at the
Dunes in Las Vegas, Nev. The winner gets 50 per-
cent of the total prize poal.

Michael Kloian and the Floras plan to attend.
Entry fee is $500 for the open and $400 for the
amateur.

‘THE ABC was organized in January of this year.
There was no club in the metropolitan Detroit area,
the nearest being in Flint.

. The first meeting was in February when 75 per-
sons turned out for a party at the local Veterans of
Foreign Wars building. There were free lessons,
punch and quiche Lorraine.

The club met once a month through June. There
were two meetings in July and three in August. As
word of the new club circulated, players came
from a wider radius.

Since arrangements have been made with the
Hilton to host the Sunday meetings; the club is
ready for expansion and larger tournaments.

A round-robin tournament is ‘being planned for
6:30 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 30, Unlike the elimination
teurnament, the round robin allows players to con-
tinue through the entire tournament.

Guarantee
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645-1230
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at Oakland University um
exercises last weekend.

The 2 p.m. ceremony in Baldwin Pa-
vilion on the campus in Rochester hon-
ored approximately 800 OU students
who completed their course work in
July or August.

Receiving honorary doctorates were:

Lew Ayres, film actor and lecturer
on world religions; Harry Bober, found-
er of the International Center of Medi-
eval Art and professor in the Institute
of Fine Arts, New York University,
doctor of humanities degrees; Kenneth
A. Meade, Franklin, adjunct professor
of engineering at OU and former direc-

1971. Ms.

tor of educational relations for General You can make
Motors, dector of science; and Harold
A. Cousins, Pontiac businessman and W
first chairperson of the Pontiac Stadi-

Building Autharity, doctor of laws. than you can buy!

In addition, three QU alumni were
cited at the ceremonies for their many
contributions to the QU Alumni Associ-
ation and to the institution. All three
have served on the asseciation’s board
of directors.

Receiving distinguished alumni ser-
vice awards were Detroit aftorney Da-
vid B. Lewis, class of 1965, currént
chairperson of th Oakland University
Board of Trustees; Rochester real es-
tate man R. James Girardot, class of
1968; and Susan McKelvey, class of

if you start with the RIGHT GRAPES.
BAILEY'S grapevines are loaded with
luscious  bunches of sweet, juicy
grapes ready for picking. Fi{f‘een
varieties of French and American wine
grapes which will make delicious
wines. Call 644-4706 for ripening
dates. Pick your own.

BAILEY'S VINEYARDS

a resident of

Rochester, s in the Marketing Depart-
ment of Community National Bank.

North of Long Lake Rd. on Adams Rd.

MR.SWEEPS EXPERT CHIMNEY
CLEANING SERVICE IS LIKE
‘FIREINSURANCE" FOR YOUR HOME...

your family,
home and possessions ,

A CieanFireplaceMeans: “¢nergy efficient, lower
-awarmer, cieaner home ,.,M:"F ”’:ém
-safer buning season Cleaning with QM" bid
latest equipment
MrSweeps
Expert Fireplace and Chimney Cleaning

= 885-6191

The recipes are coming
The recipes are coming

Watch for them Monday, October 1,
right here in your hometown

newspaper
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Franchise

Opportunities

If you are interested in owning your own business..

If you expect from a franchise relationship;a
professional training program, advertising expertise,
site selection and store opening assistance...

If you can Invest $8,500 cash - our total franchise fee...

If you can qualify for financing of $30,000 to $40,000...
..then you may qualify for a Domino's Pizza Franchise !

Now is the time to join the 4th largest pizza company
in the country (in terms of pizza sales).

Wiite or call today,

David K. Kilby, Director of Franchising
Domino's Pizza, Inc. -

3853 Research Park Drive

Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104

313/668/4000

MICHIGAN HMO PLANS, INC.

“THE HEALTH CARE PEOPLE”

OPEN ENROLLMENT

Pursuant to the Michigan Franchise investment laws,
sales may not be made unless a prospectus

has been delivered one week prior to entering into a
franchise agreement or paying consideration.

IWINTER
WALDEN
Ki CLUB
WINTER

TEACHING

. BIRMINGHAM'S ONLY
:KIDS FULL SERVICE
TO :
DISCOUNT
STOCKBROKERAGE FIRM
and the appointment
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plans, inc.
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Enroliment of individual subscribers is now being accepled by Michigan HMO Plans, Inc.

If you are not covered for health care benefits through an employer sponsared group pregram—you may
now join Michigan HMO Plans, Inc.

Oberweis Securities, Inc.

proudly announces the opening of

of the following officers:

Eugene F. Leich '
OU.R . ' William V. Reepmeyer
?USINESS Robert F. Tara
855'1075 237 N, Woodward .
Birmingham, MI 48011 .
. 642-0711

will be open from
October 12th will have an initial effective date of November 1, 1979. Michigan HMO Plans also has alternative
plans available for employer groups — associations — eligible Title XiX recipients — as well as “Medicare
Complimentary Coverage.” .

* ROUTINE DOCTOR'S OFFICE VISITS
* PRESCRIPTION DRUGS"
* X-RAY AND LABORATORY SERVICES

* UNLIMITED HOSPITALIZATION
{SEMI-PRIVATE ROOM ACCOMMODATIONS)

* PRE AND POST NATAL CARE
¢ IMMUNIZATIONS AND MUCH MORE...
“Not a Denets for “Meccare Compirmartary Covarage”

1through 0,1979.

é\glé‘l?f;ow'lilCHIGAN HMO PLANS' SERVICES ARE PROVIDED WITH NO OUT-OF-POCKET

OV
TELEPHONE SERVICE

i WMichigen HKO Plans, Inc.
2200 Edison Plaza Buiiding
680 Plaza Drive
Datroit. Michigan 45226 ,
@13) ss-1610 .

FOR INFORMATION CALL (313) 961-0755
FOR TOLL CALLS 800-572-6716 -

Michigan's First Federally Qualified 1PA Model HMO
Aron FonALON

PROKIT Lok

* OVER 40 HEALTH CENTERS TO SERVE YOU

* 43 CONTRACTED HOSPITALS

* 600 PARTICIPAYING PHYSICIANS

* 250 PRESCRIPTION CENTERS .
* 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK EMERGENCY

received on or belfore




