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Down under

Architects deep-six new housing

By TOM LONERGAN v,

Few underground houses have been
built in the Detroit metropolitan area.
But if more are buill in the future,
you'll have no trouble spotting them.

The houses aren't literally under-
ground.

Generally they will follow the same
earth sheltered stylb as the unconv~n-
tional Qakland Community College
campus under construction in South-
field. Three sides and the roof of the
structure are covered by dirt and
grass, which will provide better insuta-
tion than above-ground buildings. The
fourth side is open for natural light.”

In Qakland County. there are a few
underground houses in the area be-
tween Novi and the Brighton area, and
in Springfield Township. There have
been no requests to build underground
in Plymouth and Canton townships in
Wayne County.

HAROLD VAN DINE, partner in a
Troy architectural firm which designed
OCC’s Southfield campus between Nine
Mile Road and the Lodge Expressway,
said carth sheltering would be “terrific
ina home.”

Underground housing construction
“lends itself mare to suburban and ru-
ral areas.” he added. “You'd be hard-
pressed tc do it in a subdivision.”

Van Dine appears convinced that
“go'ng underground can truly be a
saving."

That is the precise reason OCC decid-

ed to.build the first “underground” col-
lege building in the state. While invest-
ing $600.000 more than for a conventi-
onal building, OCC will recover the cost
in 15 years or less, Van Dine said,
thanks to cheaper heating and opera-
ting expenses.

He said heating costs for the South-
field campus will be two-thirds of a
similar size conventional building.

WITH HOME heating costs expected
to continue upward, Detroit area un-
derground home promoter James Ko-
narske said the idea will catch on.

“They're difficult things to build and
still meet the (building) codes,” said
Steve Board. plan examiner for Avon
Township. He reported only one inquiry
recently about building underground in
the township. -

West Bloomfield Township has “had
a couple of inguiries,” said building
manager Russell Crites. Crites said
he's “not adversc” to earth sheltered
housing and has “been trying to keep
abreast of it.”

Building underground is more expen-
sive, Crites said, because the house is
~one of a kind.

“It's like how much is it to build a
Cadillac if you're only building one —
$100.0007"

Crites said he'd “be glad to look at
plans” for building underground, but
added the builder has “gol to get
around some problems in the code.” He
said variances could be granted to

occasions.
@ We buy or trade Oriental

AT LAST!

Genuine Oriental Rugs at sensible prices.
Yes. .. Prices you can actually afford.
and
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old Criental rugs.

further ...

At Azar's Gallery we take time and help. You learn
about Oriental rugs. We answer all of your questions so
you can make your own wise selection.

P.S. Oriental rugs make a most wonderful gift for all

@ Expert washing and repairing .
@ Free appraisal with this ad at our Gallery

223 S. Woodward Avenue, Birmingham - 644-7311
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meet codes designed for conventional
houses.

MOST UNDERGROUND homes
have been “predominantly built for the
well-to-do because they wanted some-
thing different,” said Konarske, who
recently began Cave Enterprises, of

The “underground” promoter said it
costs an average $600 annuzlly to heat
a conventional home, which he says is

causing people to have “second
thoughts about making their home en-
ergy efficient.”

Konarske said there were an esti-
mated 2,000 underground homes in the
country last year, including 200 in
Michigan.
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WHEN IT RAINS
IT'S GLENEAGLES

So handsome it almost seems
wirong to wear when it's raining.
But Gleneagtes trenchcoats are

famous for protection as well

as good looks. Note the pure
wool zip out lining, raglan
sleeves. removable epaulettes,
& full belt. Light and easy on
the shoulders, too.
Natural color.
$180
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F>S:E7  LUNCH
) & FASHION SHOW
for the

WORKING WOMAN
Thursday at Noon and 7 pm

Do something different for lunch. Munch funch while we show
you how to update your wardrobe and find a great new
hairstyle. You'll be able to ‘look like a million’ without having fo
ask the boss for a raise. .

September 27 - Fashions by Bonwit Teller

Lunch $4.50

Call 643-6360 for reservations
Complimentary coffee served at the evening show.
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BIG BEAVER ROAD AT COOLIDGE, TROY :

Sunday 42-5/Monday, Thursday, Friday 10-9/cther days 10-6
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Appratsals

While you wait . . . Gemologists on prem- B
ises. Photos included. :

BY APPOIIMINT ONY

Fredrick saua oy tu ke

a elaph
160973

Jewelers

a wonderful time.
SAT., SEPT. 22—

and sings.
SUN., SEPT. 23—
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music.

sale
beyleria

To make every area of your home or office
functionat and attractive-Storage systems, fur-
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There's big entertainment
this weekend at Northland.
Music the whole family will
enjoy. Plan to be at “The
Big Weekend". You'll have

PENNEY NORTH COURT
2 & 4 p.m., Onita' Jackie
Sanders* plays the harp

PENNEY NORTH COURT
1 & 3 p.m,, Joe Lo Duca
.Jazz Quartet® plays original

*Members of the Young
Audiences of Metro Detroit.
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Daks: The British style in its ultimate evolution.
Hearty. Full shouldered, comiortably chested, |
with a bit of fit along the waist. Detailed with
things like hacking pockets and leather buttons
and throat tabs. Cut to the country. gentfeman’s
figure, in beautiful pure wools. The suit we show
here is a vested two-button, soft shouldered, with
side-tabbed trousers; in rust/blue tweed on a cel-
ery background at $295. The Shetland tweed sport

fiiture and accessories from Beylerian at

1358. Vioodward Ave, Birmingham, 642-1460 and
330 E. Liberty a1 Division. Ann Arbor, 662-2600

orthogondlity|
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coat, in a brownftan boucle, is $180. There are T2
many others, all with the same British accent. -
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Somerset Mall

THE BOARDROOM

Fairlane Center (inside Hughes & Hatcher) .




