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gRe'visits battl,efiéld |
~ Veteran of Monte Cassino recalls his comrades

By LOUISE OKRUTSKY

i For Stanley Lapinski, the Battle of
" Monte Cassino began when he was a
+ student in pre-World War If Poland.
That battle's repercussions haven't
+ quite ended for the Farmington Hills
¢ resident. A member of the Polish Vet-
y erans’ Association which keeps the
> memory of the victory alive, Lapinski

American consumners lost more than
$489 million to mail fraud and mis-
representation by mail over each of the

recently traveled back to Italy to view
the place where he once fought along
with other members of the Second Pol-
~ish Corps. . R : »

Part ‘of the association’s trip was
dedicated to an audience with Pope
John Paul I in his summer home. The
group met the pontiff shortly after his
trip to Poland in May.

‘Postal customers told
to guard against fraud

Typical examples of mail frauds and
false representations by mail include a
variety of investment offers, phony
i i “cures” for a

last five years, to Farming-
ton Postmaster Kenneth B. Harris.

Sept. 24-29 has been designated the
{ourth-annual Postal Consumer Protec-
tion Week by Postmaster General Wil-
liam F. Bolger to heighten public
awareness of the problem.

Postmaster Harris emphasized that
the majority of companies who are a
part of the $60 billion mail-order indus-
try are honest and dedicated to custom-
er satisfaction. But a few operators are
out to bilk the public, as in many other
industries.

“The nation's best defense against
unscrupulous con artists using the
mails is an informed public,” Harris
said.

“Everyone should be constantly on
guard against what are really unbeliev-
able claims and get rich quick
schemes.™

The Postal Inspection Service inves-
tigates mail fraud and false represen-
tation by mail, and assists with mail-
order and service problems.

“Swindles aimed at consumers are
limited only by the imagination of the
con artist” Harris said. “Because
they've learned that many people are
willing to invest their hard-earned
money on offérs which sound too good
to be true.” .

variety of illnesses, weight-reducing
plans with no proven medical value,
and work-at-home schemes.

“The elderly are quite often prime
targets for these schemes,” Harris said.
“Because they are trying to protect
their savings from the effects of infla-
tion.” .

Postmaster Harris urged consumers
to ask companies to back up their
claims if an offer sounds unbelievable
and too good 1o be true.

“That's the best way to protect
yourself,” he said. “But if you feel
you've lost money to a fraud, or haven't
received the merchandise you erdered,
contact my office or a postal inspec-
tor.”

Phone numbers are listed under U.S.
Government Postal Service in local
telephone directories.

Harris reminded customers that
whenever they have a problem with
their mail service, to fill out a postal
consumer service card, available at
post offices and from letter carriers.

“We need as much information as
possible to help someone with a mail
problem, and the easy-to-complete
card assures prompt action on our
part.” .

Society to meet in Warner home

The Farmington Historical Seciety
will hold its first meeting of the fall on
Tuesday, Sept. 25, at 8 p.m.

To highlight the society’s member-
ship drive, the meeting will be held at
the Warner mansion, 33805 Grand Riv-
er.

The evening's program will feature
information about the home and vari-
ous anecdotes about its history.

Membership information may be ob-
tained from Naney Leonard, 476-4125.
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But the other focal point of their trip
to Ttaly was the reconstructed Monte
Cassino which traces its history back to
its 11th century founder, St. Benedict.

‘The breaking of Monte Cassine as a
German stronghold during May 11-18,
1944 opened a road to Rome for the
Allies. The Polish Army under the di-
rection of the Polish government in ex-
ile in London played a key role in tak-
ing the fortress.

- That victory was a turning point in
Lapinski’s war time travels which took
him away from his homeland.

He never returned. At the end of the

war, his father wrote, advising him to -

stay in England because post-war Po-
land was in turmoil.

HIS JOURNEY began in 1939 when
the Nazis invaded Poland. Unaided by
its allies, Poland fell. Its officials fled
to London where they established a
Polish goyernment in exile and pinned
their hopes on England helping to re-
establish their country.

When Germany turhed its sights on
Poland, Lapinski was among the male
college students who were drafted into
the army.

“We were not prepared for war,” he
said. “We led a quiet life in Poland.”

After German troops marched inlo‘
the country, (.he Bovernment in exile

Art lecture, slide show

Artist and lecturer Max Shaye will
be the speaker at the Pioneer Women,
Greater Detroit Council, memLership
tea on Sept. 27 at 1 p.m. at the Labor
Zionist Institute, 28555 Middlebelt,
Farmington Hills.

“Everything You Always Wanted to
Know About Art and Were Afraid to
Ask,” is the subject of the talk which
will be illustrated by a 40 minute slide
presentation. .

The painting “Shtetl Winter” has
been donated by the artist to be award-
ed as a door prize.

Paid up members, guests and pro-
spective members will be admitted
free. Payment of dues will be accepted
at the door.,

Mary Shuster of Oak Park, vice pres-
ident of membership, is chairwoman of

‘highlights ‘Pioneer’ tea

the day. Adeline Salinger of Farming-
ton Hills, co-vice president, will speak
on membership. Ruth Miller of Bir-
mingham is council president.

Pioneer Women is an influence on
child care in Israel. Nearly 20,000 chil-
dren are cared for in 500 day care cen-
ters across the country.

Originally, . Pioneer Women was
formed to provide the training and edu-
cation of the Israeli women and her
family so each can be best equipped to
lead full, productive lives.

Each year, the National Board of Pi-
oneer Women sels a new member goal
for the local council. This years goal is
374 new members to mieet the con-
stantly expanding services provided by
Pioneer Women. *

ordered the Polish troops stationed
near the borders to leave the be-
leagured country.

.Troops straggled into neighboring
Romania, Latvia and Lithuania. Those
who couldn’t get out of the country
formed parts of the underground resist-
ance to the Germans.

Lapinski managed to get to

*“The children were skin and bones,”
remembered Lapinski who now works
for Giffels Associates Inc., Southfield.

Things changed after Germany
turned on its Soviet ally in 1941.

Soviet Premier Joseph Stalin joined
the Allied forces and let the Polish
troops go free after the signing of the
Sikorski-Mejski Treaty on June 30,
1941,

When the troops left, the forced labor
parties went with them.

Lithuania where the gave
the exiled troops food, lodging and an
allowdnce. But their haven didn't last
long.

“One day, one of the men woke up
and began to cry that the Russians
were here. We all looked out, and there
were Russians surrounding us.”

The Polish troops were taken to Sovi-
et work camps and prisons, They joined
Poles who were doing forced labor in
mines and factories. B

THE SOLDIERS weren't forced to
work but were interred in the camps
away from Russian villages, Lapinski
said.

Instead, the Poles conducted classes
to while away their year in the camps.
A few of the men volunteered for work
to obtain more food.

But their existence in the camp was
idyllic compared to those who were
forced to work.

They settled in camps in
Iran, Iraq and Palestine.

Schooling was set uptor the children.
Medical care was given to the troops

. ard laborers.

But medical attention wasn't enough
for some of the persons who were in
the camps. They were mentally and
physically run down.

To help lift their spirits, field the-
aters began, Lapinski was part of this
movement. It was in the theater move-
ment that he met his wife Erances.

SHE HAD BEEN PART OF the re-
sistance in Poland. They were married
before he was sent to fight with the Al-
lied troops.

After the war, Lapinski settled his
wife and children in Argentina for 15
years.

“It's beautiful. The people there live
like people in Poland.” he said.

‘The lack of political stability in that
country sent him to the United States
15 years ago. He held a visa to the US
for eight years before actually using it.

FREE MONEY

Applied to Purchase of $25 to $50
Signed and Numbered Originals
From $22% Framed, Ready to Hang.
Also Large Selection of Poster, g
Reproductions at Discount Prices.

Roses are in bloom at Tel-Twelve Malll Hybrid Teas,
and Climbers
varieties you'll

are just a few of the hundreds of beautiful
see on display.

Consulting rosarfans will be avallable to answer ques-
tions and help with problems pertaining to roses.

Trophles will be awarded In many- classifications in-
cluding artistic arrangements.

Sponsored by the Detroit Rose Soclety, nonmembers
are encouraged to participate. Entries will be accepted
on Saturday, Sept. 22, from 7-11 a.m.

For further information call 792-2670.

Just the right size”

el-Twelve Mal

Talograph af 12 Mite Rd., Southiield « Dalty: 10 a.m. - 9 p.m. » Sinday: Noon'. § p.m.
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oMIIE ORGCHARD MALL 15 MILE & ORCHARD LK. RD.
€S ! BOY'S BALLET CLASS 851-8861 Thurs. & Fri 119
MosT Fashionable ot seains | FREE MONEY -
d N e 8” 8 yoors aelgaga - on $51 to $100 Purchase
AddRress....
Severo School of Ballet ( a M
1610 S. Woodward, Birmingh y : |
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( . Give the gift of international i
. C faim. Cross. America’
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. - arpets 14 karat pen. $200.00
\ Countny Wintatires Carpetsand ResilieBFlaols Lovg ucton
- NOW OPEN - Since 1625 B T sty S
- Dall Houses - Accessores SA. R. KRAMER Co.X ST
VILLAGE MALL 15986 Middlebelt _k CROSS )
Grand et Farringon j between 5 & 6 Mile Rds. g
477-1760 LivONIA Engering
Monday-Sat, 106 522-5300 and pit wrapping "
e at no extra chasge
T TEY ST > <
CHOICE LEAGUE OPENING CARDEN CENTER
Team or Individual ANDNURSTRY 3
Men Mon. 9 p.m. FALL SAI.oE s a
Men . Wed. Classic 9 p.m. ALL ) 20 George Ohrenstein-Jewelers Ltd.
LADIES Tues. 6 p.m. NURSERY STOCK 0 OFF Creatne Jewelers Diamonds Precigus Stones
MIXED Fri. & Sun. COMPLETE LANDSCAPE & DESIGN SERVICE -- Precuon Time Preces
NOR-WEST LANES & LITTLE CAESARS | f voruse . 32503 cHERRY HILL . | ) warvaro Row
14 MILE at NORTHWESTERN on""° WESTLAND+721.6610  tees T e e 353.3148 J
626-2422 (BETWEEN MERRIMAN & VENOY) .
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