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State transit board favors M-275 alternative A

This is the final installment in the
Michigan Department of Transpor-
tation’s report on alternatives to M-
275, a project cancelled in 1977 by
the old State Highway Commission.
The project will be subject of a pub-
lic hearing Sept. 26 in the Oakland
County Board of Commissioners’
auditorium in Pontiac.

The Department of Interior and the
Federal Highway Administration were
requested to review the various M-275
alternatives.

The Fish and Wildlife Service and
the Heritage, Conservation, and Recre-
ation Service of the DOI both favored
the Rosman Alternative C because the
route would be located in an area
where the natural environment has al-

local service facility whereas the other
proposals would attempt to provide
both local and regional service in vary-
ing degrees.

The regional transportation plan of
SEMCOG calls for a freeway in this
corridor, and any change from this
type of facility would require a revi-
sion of the SEMCOG plan before feder-
al approval could be obtained.

No conclusion can be drawn from the
comments by the DOI and FHWA. All
of the alternates have advantages and

i Approval or disappr
al can be received from the federal
government only after the MDOT sub-
mits a plan with recommendations.

CONCLUSIONS AND
RECC ATIONS

ready been impacted by

‘The FHWA commented that the ob-
servations of the DOI should be consid-
ered along with other social, economic,
and environmental impacts not ad-
dressed by the DOL The FHWA further
observed that Alternate C would be a

JAMES BRICKLEY

‘The M-275 freeway had been includ-
ed in the transportation plans of local,
regional, and state agencies for many
years. The cancellation of the freeway
in 1977 has created confusion and has
stymied planning efforts in the region.

The MDOT staff has developed and
studied alternatives to the M-275 free-
way as directed by the commission.
However, these alternatives are not
fully as they have differ-

‘Ike’ day star

Lt. Gov. James Brickley will be
the social hour guest of honor
when the 17th Congressional Dis-
trict Republican Committee holds
its ninth annual Eisenhower dinner
beginning at 6:30 p.m. W
Oct. 3, in Glen Oaks clubhouse,

. 36500 W. Thirteen Mile, Farming-
ton Hills. Tickets at $17.50 a per-
son may be obtained by calling
Winston T. Churchill at 534-6487.
Speaker will be U.S. Rep. Guy Van-
derJagt, R-Luther.

ent termini, cross sections, right-of-
way access, and functions.

An advisory referendum was placed
on the Aug. 8, 1978, primary ballot in
eight communities of western Oakland
County. The voters approved the idea
of building a connector from I-96 to M-
59 “along the approximate route of M-
275" by a margin of 7-to-3. It is clear
that there is wide support for a trunk-
line arterial to relieve the congested
system of two-lane, two-way roads
which serve an area which has a popu-
lation of nearly 200,000.

The needs and concerns of the local
people must be considered. but the
needs of the motoring public outside of
the area are also of prime importance.
‘The Michigan Department of Transpor-
tation has the primary responsibility of
planning, constructing, and maintain-
ing a state trunkline system, which will
meet the needs of regional, intrastate,
and interstate travel. The construction
of a road to serve primarily local traf-
fic movements should be the responsi-
bility of county and local authorities.

THE POSITION of the MDOT staif
of professional planners and engineers
has been consistently in favor of a free-
way.

Numerous studies have shown that
freeways have the safest and most effi-
cient operational characteristics of atl
highway types. Fuel consumption, trav-
el time, and injuries and deaths from
traffic accidents will be much lower
with a freeway than with boulevards or
other types of roads.

It is uncertain how the construction
of a freeway would affect teh rate of

p in the region. ili
ty is just one of the factors that affect
growth,

Sewers, for instance, are required
before intensive development can take
place. Development is now taking
place at a rapid pace in western Oak-
land County without the freeway. The

construction of any one of the alterna-
tives would improve accessibility to
the area and it would be difficult to
predict the marginal difference that
one route would have over the other.

Studies by SEMCOG show that the
bus will be the only practical means of
public transportatin in western Oak-
land County. A demand responsive sys-
tem (dial-a-ride} will be the system for
the near future. The freeway will pro-
vide efficient service for public transit,
van pools, car pools, private cars, and
trucks.

THE FREEWAY on Alignment A is
not without problems. The location has
been chosen to minimize the impact on
the lives of the people in the area. Ad-
ditional efforts would be required to
minimize the impacts on the natural
environment. .

New governmental regulations are
in the process of development that will
require that the study process be reini-
tiated regardless of which alternative
is selectead. New FHWA regulations to
i the National
tal Policy Act will be in effect for all
projects as of July 30, 1979.

Regulations are in effect that give
federal agencies “veto power” over
projects that impact wetlands, such as
the present alignment of the freeway
north of M-59. It is anticipated that
these new regulations will add additon-
al time to the study and approval pro-
cess.

Of course, the studies and plans are
much more advanced for the freeway
alternative than for the other alterna-
tives, Preliminary design plans were
prepared several years ago. If one of
the other alternates is chosen, exten-
sive environmental studies, surveys,
and design plan preparation wuld need
to be indicated, further delaying the
project.

IN CONCLUSION, it is the opinion of

close and

the director and the p staff
of the Michigan Department of Trans-
portation that the interests of the vast
majority of Michigan residents would
be served best through the design and
construction of the modified freeway
Alternative A.

Proponents of the McConnell and
Rosman alternates stressed the idea of
a parkway concept. Every effort would
be made to effect a parkway appear-
ance for the freeway that would blend
with the natural environment through

with local interest groups and govern-
mental agencies.

The following commission actions
are required:

 Determine if the State Trunkline
Plan will include an “M-275" link.

« Determine the termini and corri-
dor location of the link.

+ Determine the type of facility, e.g.,
freeway, boulevard, seven-lane pave-
ment, etc. that will connect these ter-'
mini.

It's our birthday... but you getthe present!

To celebrate our 70th year, we're offering you a 50% DINNER DISCOUNT
COUPON. When you order a dinner from our regular dinner menu
during our 4-day birthday celebration, September 2427, 1979, You may

on Mondays, Tuesdays or Wednes-
days.
So come collect your “present” dur-

y P October1atany of our
and when you order a dinner you'll pay only half the listed price of the dinner
entree {excluding alcoholic beverages). Offer good through Christmas Eve 1979

Schiilers.

ing Win Schuler’s 70th y
bration, Beginning Monday, Sep-
tember 24th. © 1979 win Sehuter's, tnc.
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AMC introduces the beauty

4-wheel drive.

American Eagle. The beautiful breakthrough that gets you through.

Eagle is the only family
compact with automatic
4-wheel drive. Its
extraordinary traction reduces
‘the chance that you and

your family will ever be stuck
in bad weather on bad

roads. And Eagle’s automatic
4-wheel drive gives you the
kind of controlled traction in
emergency situations that
only fully automatic 4-wheel
drive can deliver.

Eagle comes through with
comfort and style, too. Its
interior and independent
front suspension were
especially designed for a
roomy, comfortable ride. No
4-wheel drive has ever been
styled and appointed so
fashionably.

And every Eagle
automobile is built to last with
Ziebart® factory rust
protection. It's part of an
anti-rust program backed by
the only full five-year No
Rust-Thru Warranty™
(transferable).” More exclusive
coverage: AMC's Buyer
Protection Plan® which
includes the industry’s only full
12-month/12,000-mile
warranty. All at no extra cost.

iz

Buyer Protection Plan
for details.

Ziebart is a registered trademark of Ziebart
International Corporation.

See all four—Eagle, Spirit, Concord and Pacer—at

GREENFIELD AMC/JEEP, INC.
13600 GREENFIELD

DETROIT

037-8200

TAYLOR AMC/JEEP, INC,
12100 TELEGRAPH ROAD
TAYL.OR

Hag-n201

BD BAILIEY AMC/IE
018 N, MAIN BTRERT

b, INC.

FIESTA MOTORS AMC/JEEP, INC.
1205 ANN ARBOR ROAD

PLYMOUTH
453-3000

RINKE AMC/JEEP, INC.,

48111 GRATIOT
MT. CLEMENS
AGR-0801

COON BROTHERS AMC/IIER, INC,
23081 PLYMOUTH ROAD

ROYAL OAK DETROIT

0-2400 288-2700

ROBE AMC/IEIP HABTLAND AMC/JEED, INC,
#8145 COMMERCI! ROAD 32600 VAN DYKIZ AVEENUE
UNION LAKE WARREN

303-4160 H70-8700

VILLAGE AMC/JEEP, INC.
466 8. WOODWARD AVENUE

DIRMINGHAM
446-3900

GREAT LAKEG MOTORS AMC, INC,

11032 WEAT )
RIVER Rouas
041-6600

HAHN MOTORS

0073 DIXIE HIGHWAY
CLARKOTON
0628-2030

FFERBON

OPEN THIS WEEK: Monday thru Friday 't § P.M.

7 American Eagle
THE EAGLE HAS LANDED
...ON ALL FOURS.

*Aluminized exhaust syslem covered only by

See your AMC dealer




