Rebuttal

Environmentalists challenge highway plan

In recent editions, this newspaper
has published the Michigan Depart-
ment of Transportation’s report
and recommendations on M-275
and its alternatives in which the
MDOT staff again supported a free-
way in western Oakland County.
The final installment of the report
is presenied elsewhere in this edi-
tion of the newspaper.

A detailed rebuttal-was written
last week by the East Michigan En-
vironmental Action Council, one of
the groups opposing a freeway.
Here are excerpts from EMEAC's
statement to the Michigan Trans-
portation Commission:

THE TONE of the department’s pub-
lication is advocacy rather than analy-
sis.

Unfortunately, it is characterized by
what must be regarded as only a “sales
pitch” and, in our view, fails to mea-
sure up to what should be expected
from the professional staff.

We continue to feel that the freeway
and its junior version, the (McConnell)
“boulevard,” would cause more prob-
lems than they would solve.

We are alarmed at the department’s
representation of the Vivian alterna-
tive and feel that, of the alternatives
presented, the Citizens in Opposition
(CIO) alternative represents the best
balance. (Editor’s note: MDOT refers to
it as the “Rosman alternative,” after
Steven Rosman, chairman of the CIO.)

THE NEED “is evident,” says the
MDOT report.

The “evidence” is that there are 22
miles between adjacent freeways, that
the Ical roads by and large conform to
the landscape, and that the localities
can not afford to reconstruct the local
system (in order to meet a need still
yet undefined).

Again, the department is convenient-
1y neglecting to point out that a free-
way would convert many of the local
roads into “feeder roads.” While a free-
way relieves traffic parallel to its path,
it increases traffic perpendicular to it,
and the fact is that new roadways gen-
erate several types of new traffic. . .

THE COMPUTER runs assumed
that future growth of the area was a
“given” and that travel demand was
also a “given” — which is to say the
department assumed housing would not
be affected at all by the freeway con-
struction and, further, that the propen-
sity of people to travel in the area
‘would not be affected at all by the free-
way.

Thus, the department in practice
takes both sides of the issue, saying
that not only is the freeway desperate-
ly needed. but it will have little or no
effect on such factors as growth of the
area or the number of trips in the
area. . .

In the freeway description, the Black
Spruce Bog becomes “so-called” and
then is described as being “totally
missed” by the freeway alignment.
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‘While it is true that none of the pro-
posed pavement would actually lie on
top of the bog, the groundwater system
of the bog would definitely be affected
by the road and its construetion. . .

“IN CONCLUSIONS and Recom-
mendations” we find that the depart-
ment claims it is the commission that
has created confusion and stymied
planning.

‘We would like to suggest that it has
been the department’s steadfast refusal
to even attempt to plan anything other
than a freeway that has eliminated
planning for any alternatives.

Reference to the referendum of 1978:
Our review of the referendum results
showed that less people voted in the re-
ferendum than signed the petitions op-
posing the freeway in the petition drive
by the CIO in 1976. . .

Most observers agree that the vote
was not a vote “for the freeway.” Last-
1y, several of the communities voting in
that referendum would best be charac-
terized as not lying in the path of the
freeway, but rather occupying loca-
tions which the local officers believe
might benefit from the access the free-
‘way might provide. . .

WE SUDDENLY hear about the
“professional planners and engineers”
who have “been consistently in favor of
a freeway.” Incredible.

Can anyone read this report, or the
“addendum” of 1977, and in good con-

- science regard them as “professional”

. reports? A private enterprise consult-

ing firm would be embarrassed to pub-
lish such an overt attempt at a “free-
way sales manual.”

In that same paragraph, we find
1955 vintage highway planning jargon
alleging freeways to be conservalcrs o[
lives and effici
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cation of these sutemenls is worse,
however, than even the 1955 vintage
planners would have ventured, since
even then the design manuals acknowl-
edged the interrelationship and feed-
back effects of freeways and “generat-
ed" traffic and growth. . .

(THE MDOT REPORT) touches the
tip of the iceberg when it refers to
sewers and their relationship to devel-
opment.

That sewer plans are not finalized
yet, and in fact the now-shrunken Super
Sewer was scheduled to lie almost di-
rectly under M-275/1-275.

Whatever justification for the free-
way there is is largely based on popula-
tion projections which assumed sewer
installations which may never oceur.
Quite simply, the DPW and the road
commissions are usinge each other to
support their own self-fulfilling proph-
ecies.

Lastly, the department thumbs its
nose at the commission and advises the
commission as to ils legal area of con-
cern, to wit: Route location is none of
the commission’s business.
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How are you doing? Do you have your
share? Are you interested in more?

Let the Forward Thinking Instityte show you
how to enrich your life in these areas.
Be our guest at an introductory workshop:

Monday, Sept. 24-8PM  Wednesday, Sept. 26 - 8 PM

Holiday Inn Regina High School
Matador Room  _oR- Auditorium
26555 Telegraph Rd. 20200 Kelly Rd.

If you are willing to explore, we will explain a process to organize and
trigger your thinking to more effective action in reaching your goals.
The SILVA method of mental training is being laught in 40 countries

For more information call: 552-0020
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Give your daughter

a chance tobe a
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Whatever her interests, art, literature, music, math, science,
history or dance . . . your daughter has an unique opportunity to
realize her full potentlal as a young woman at Bloomfield Hills

Academy.

A private, college preparatory school for gitls, grades 5-12, the
Academy offers individual attention, small classes, and a traditional
curriculum designed to provide an excellent foundation fora happy,

enriched future.

For further information: Director of Admissions ¢ 644-6644
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