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Living in a laboratory T s GORMAN s
sounds cold and uncom-
fortable, But not if the ’
“lab” is a 2% story,
three-bedroom house .
comfortably warmed by .
the sun.
Such a “live-in labora- ?
tory” has been built on - -
the campus of the Ro-
chester Institute of Tech- )
nology, RIT. .
It is a solar energy re-
search project jointly \
sponsored by RIT, the -
Rochester Gas and Elec- g Ty o " o T . o B v o = = n

tric Corp., and-the Ro-
chester Home Builders
Association. It is also
. home to a faculty family
of four,
The house is a proto-
type for use of solar heat
in Western New York, an

winters and abundant
cloud cover.

“Solar energy tends to
be seen by the public as
practical only in the
sunbelt,” said Carolyn
Rankin, RIT spokesper-
son.

“The Energy House
will test the feasibility of
solar heat for cold,
cloudy areas like ours
where efficient heating
systems are really
needed.”

Original plans for the
house were developed by
Dr. Paul Wojciechowski
of RIT's mechanical engi-
neering department. He
researched historical
weather data for the
area, and determined
that if a house were buiit
to take maximum advan-
tage of available
sunshine, half of its heat
and -hot __water needs
could be” met by solar
energy.

A year's operation of
Energy House supports
the analysis. The project
may even exceed expec-
tations.

“In the first week of
October '78, despite sea-
sonally cold weather, all
of the house’s space heat-
ing requirements were
met by solar heat collect-
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It makes a distinctive ar-
chitectural feature. The
house has optimum insu-
lation, magnetically-
sealed doors, an energy-
efficlent fireplace, and
tight construction.
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