Cast excels in ‘Il Trovatore’

By PATRICIA BEACH SMITH

The Michigan Opera Theatre (MOT)
chose the right opera to initiate its poli-

R eview

cy of some in
the original language.

“Il Trovatore” could have been the
prototype for many afternoon televi-
sion shows. Its plot (plots?) wouldn't
make any more sense in English.

But even when the plot gets too
thick, there is never a dull moment —
because Verdi knew how to write melo-
dies. Fortunately, the cast assembled
for MOT's opening night presentation
also knew how to sing the melodies. In
combination with stunning stage sett-
ings and laudable stage direction, Mon-
day night’s performance was one that
will long be remembered.

Additional performances of “Il Tro-
vatore” will be presented at 8:30 p.m.
Friday and Saturday and 6:30 p.m. Sun-
day at the Music Hall Center in Detroit.

TO SAY THAT the story is a dark
mystery would have been a good way
to describe the only minor flaw in the
production. Most of the time it was too
dark on stage to see the characters.
And there was certainly no reason to
hide the sets or the performers, all of
which were handsome.

The entire cast, including the chorus,
had depth, rarely seen in MOT's pro-
ductions. From Martina Arroyo to the
gypsy chorus, the talent was astound-
ing. The conducting of W. Anthony Wa-
ters was steady and supportive. The
MOT orchestra sounds better than
ever.

The most outstanding performer of
the evening was Diane Curry, a daz-

zling mezzo, whose interpretation of
the wizened Azucena was spectacular.
One wonders why Verdi never thought
up another sub-plot to include a du:t
between the two lead females.

That would have been fireerackers,
Monday. As it was, the vocal perfor-
mances were as engaging as the acting.
A rare combination.

Francisco Ortiz as the swashbuckling
Manrico proved himself a world-class
tenor after a slightly slow start in the
first act. He is also a good actor and
the dream of every soprano — a tall
tenor.

While the Count DiLuna’s rale is not
long, it can be special if someone of
Andrew Smith's stature performs it.
Lucky Monday and Sunday patrons will
have heard his gifts. A rich, capable
voice and a spellbinding acting ability
let Smith give the role Scarpia impor-
tance.

FROM THE BEGINNING of the
first scene it was apparent the MOT
chorus was “different.” With the addi-
tion of “artist-interns” the chorus has
gone up about 16 notches on the “good”
stick. Not only was the diction superb,
but the acting was dependable and in-
teresting.

More lively direction might have
helped some sequences where the
masses seemed too bunched together,
but on the whole the MOT chorus was a

fresh,
tion.

One set 2fter another showed the glo-
ry that is Sormani of Italy, the design-
ers. Especially entrancing were the
Tiepolo-like moonlit arches in the sec-
ond scene of the first act and scene two
of the second act, with its striking con-
vent scene looking for all the world like
a Cannelletto painting. The encamp-
ment of the Count was a fairyland of
brightly colored tents and flags — a
wonderful pageant.

‘The voices matched the sets in splen-
dor. Ms. Arroyo was at her best in the
first act. In rapid succession she sang,
“Tacea la notte placida,” in which she
showed fantastic control of her voice
— and later in the more spritely yet
equally demandmg “Di tale amor che
dirsi.”

The confrast between these two arias
showed the range and facility of Ms.
Arroyo's vocal abilities. Later in the

part of the pmduc-

opera, she seemed perhaps tired, but .

still stately.

‘THE DEMI-BACCHANAL in the be-
ginning of the second act was grossly
overshadowed by Azucena. Ms. Curry
used the dark and shadowy parts of her
voice to intone the misery she obvious-
ly felt in her Azucena’s gypsy heart.

In the rocky setting of the gypsy
camp, the drama was heightened. Her
duet with Manrico was a show-stopper,
despite Mr. Ortiz’ occasional rhythmic
lapses.

During the convent scene of the sec-
ond act, Smith as the Count, was stu-
pendous in his ardor of Leonora. He has
an almost unbelieveably powerful
voice. Sometimes he sounds a touch
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dry, but the timbre and richness help
overcome this slight problem.

‘The final offering of the second act,a
brilliant quartet with chorus, was mar-
velously presented Monday. In this,
Norman Andersson as Ferrando was
more confident and aided the quartet in
its success. Otherwise Andersson was
no match for the powerful voices sur-
rounding _ him, despite his obvious
youthful talent.

Azucena scored again with a rousing
finale to the first scene of Act III. Her
stepson Manrico did not fare as well in
the second scene of the same act. In the
famous tenor aria he appeared to be
pushing, and thereby flattening many
of the notes of this difficult ditty. Yet
commanded attention with his compen-
satory acting.

LATER IN the fourth act, the drama
mounted when he and Azucena incant-
ed the elegant “Ai nostri monti,” a
touching scene in a dungeon. But touch-
ing is all the last half of the last act can
expect to be called, thus directed.

It was a very disappointing close to
an otherwise entrancing performance.
That may be inherent in the opera and
not the fault of the production, but af-
ter vocal pyrotechnics from ail sides
for three acts, the fourth seemed abso-
lutely anti-climactic — a denoument at
best, better handled as a continuing
saga told once again by Ferrando. Who
knows?

It was clear from audience reaction
that Monday night’s presentation is
what MOT’s supporters look for in op-
era. “This is like caviar after peanuts,”

Martina Arroyo sings the role of Leonora with Francisco Ortiz as
Manrico in “Il Trovatore.”

Join us for the fun of farm-fresh

APPLE CIDER & DI]HEIIHIITS

26555 Telegraph Rd.

Motel & Restaurant
Bargains Galore

Holiday Inn of Southfield

Southfield, Mich. 48034
Parking Lot
Remodeling Sale

Saturday September 29, 1979
Sunday September 30, 1979
10:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.

one listener suggested. *
You can make

BETTER WINES
than you can buy!

if you start with the RIGHT GRAPES.
BAILEY'S grapevines are loaded with
luscious  bunches of sweet, juicy
grapes ready for picking. F:llieen
varieties of French and American wine
grapes which will make delicious
wines. Call 844-4708 for ripening
dates. Pick your owp.

BAILEY'S VINEYARDS

North of Long Lake Rd. on Adams Rd.

made right on the premises

Caramel Apples-Cheese
A perfect autumn day can include a
train ride and feediny the live deer
Under New Ownership
Open Daily 37 Sat. & Sun. 9.7

SCHOOL HOUSE
CIDER MILL

3 miles west off 1.96 {exit 145)
between Brighton & Howell
On Grand River at Dorr Road
517/546-2715

The Puerta del Sol Entrance Gate in Toledo, Spain, is one of the
attractions shown in “An Artist in Spain,” travel film narrated by

Frank Carney.

Travel adventure
series annbunced

The Lakes Area Chamber of Com-
merce again this year will present a
travel adventure program.

Five family-oriented programs will
be held at the Walled Lake Western
High School auditorium. Showtime is 2
pm.

The first show will be Sunday, Nov.
11, with Dr. Frank Carney presenting
“As An Artist Sees Spain.”

‘The Sunday, Dec. 9, film will be
“England by Canal Boat” narrated by
Fran Reidelberger. Ralph Franklyn
will show “The Canyon” on Sunday,

. Jan.13.

“The New Panama” will be featured
Sunday, Feb. 10, narrated by Clint
Denn. Last presentation of the season
Sunday, March 9, will be “Bahamas
Holiday” with Dennis Glen Cooper.

EACH PERFORMANCE is an 1%
Sumi painting

The traditional Japanese form of
painting by simple single brush strokes
will be taught this fall at the Birming-
ham Bloomfield Art Association by
Mary Bowman.

The class begins Oct. 2 and runs each
Tuesday from 9 am. to noon for 10
weeks. Mrs. Bowman has visited Japan
many times and over long periods to
learn the art fmm the Japanese mas-
ters.

She said it is more easily learned

color film narrated in person by the
photographer.

Funds obtained from the travel ad-
venture series are used by the Lakes
Area Chamber of Commerce for proj-
ects within the community. *

Season tickets are available at the
chamber of commerce office, 528 N.
Pontaic Trail, Walled Lake, from 9
am. to noon, Monday-Friday; the
Walled Lake Consolidated Schools
Community Education office, lower
level Walled Lake Junior High, 615 N.
Pontiac Trail, Walled Lake; and Rich-
ardson Community Center, 1485 Oak-
ley Park Rd., Commerce Township.
(across from Walled Lake Central High
School).

For information call, £24-2826 or
644-2428. Season tickets for the five
shows are priced for general admission

. and for senior citizens (65 and over).
Individual show tickets also are avail-
able.

class scheduled

than Western approaches to painting .

and can be done by almost anyone. A
minimum amount of materials are re-
quired, and the facility with the brush,
Mrs. Bowman said, “is easily learned.”

No previous art training is required
for the class. Those interested in regis-
tration information on the class should
stop by or call the Birmingham Bloom-
field Art Association, 644-0866, 1516 S.
Cranbrook at-Fourteen Mile, Birming-
ham.
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Q// Kensmgton CGhildren’s Farm ?5

2128 W. Buno Rd. Milford (
in Kensington Metro Park
Fall Hours- Sat & Sun 10-5

Pat the animals, ride the ponies. §
Take a hayride with Dick & Dolly or
Puss & Joa. Enjoy cider &
doughnuts. Visit our Crafts area,

] ;ve a Snaék or a Meal
\\ at the Pioneers Inn

]
Breakfast is served 9 am.-11 am.

Luncheon & Dinners served until 6 p.m.

Sat. & Sun Only.

We would also like to cater your spacial

' &
[ aftiae

party,
Hayride & Dinner combination available.

Call 685- 9105
PSS SR

Annlversary Sale
Grandfather Clocks &

SALE
ENDS
OCT. 7th

Mod. 6031 or 6035
Cherry case, moon diul, lyre
pendulum, beveled glass, sides
and front, triple chime

reg. $1100 pendulum

SALE 825 SALE 1250

All other Grandfather Clocks up to 30% off - includes deliv-
ery, set-up, 2 year warranty

North\zllle Watch & Clock Shop

132 WEST DUNLAP- NORTHVILLE *349-4938
{(One Block North of Main Street off Sheldon)

Model 4195
Osak or cherry case,
large triple chimes,
cable wind, and lyre

Franchise
Opportunities

1f you are interested in owning your own business...

If you expect from a franchise relationship; 2
professional training program, advertising expertise,
site selection and store opening assistance...

If you can invest $9,500 cash - our total franchise fee..

If you can qualify for financing of $30,000 to $40,000...
..then you may quality for a Doming's Pizza Franchise !

Now is the time to join the 4th largest pizza company
in the country (in terms of pizza sales)

Write or call today,

David K. Kilby, Director of Franchising
Domino’s Pizza, Inc.

3853 Research Park Drive

Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104

313/668/4000

Pursuant to the Michigan Franchise inveslmenl laws,
sales may not be made unless a prospect

has been delivered one week prior to enlerlng intoa
franchise agreement or paying consideration.

AFFORDA BLE |

APARTMENT LIVING
for RETIREES

IN OUR NEW INDEPENDENCE WING .

ONLY 42 Mor

MONTH

INCLUDES ALL THIS

ONE MONTH FREE RENT IF YOU SIGN UP
BETWEEN NOW AND NOVEMBER 1, 1979

LUXURIOUS LIVING COMPANIONSHIP
Deluxe one-bedroom apartments Diversified_activities, directed with
with wall-to-wall carpeting. Sefeand *  warmth and concern, are available to

Convenlent wllhlample closet space, all residents.
mirrors, ceramic dled baths and
Ecde"' 'SURA NC| 'éllTn"fl;.nlsl ditioning, individ-
EASSURANCE ecric heat, sir conditioning, indvid-
ual temperature contrals, central
Sg’,“"'“‘e,‘;""",f," security Is provid- antenna, and much more Inuudsd in
o "G’:les ent one monthly charge.

Professional guards protect resi- Food and other services optional

cunATOANR,

Visit us soon at our
OPEN HOUSE EVERY SUNDAY 1P.M.TO 4 P.M.

or cafl 353'2810 for more details.
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