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Townshlp s TV newsman
plugs into local radio

By SUSAN ROSIEK

Can a successful television reporter
who enjoys the instant recognition
from Detroit's viewing public find hap-
piness tucked away inside a radio
broadcast booth?

Jack McCarthy, Channel 7 reporter,
thinks so. McCarthy is the latest media
personality to join the airwaves at Gar-
den City's WCAR (formerly WIID) ra-
dio station. Bob Allison of “Ask Your
Neighbor” radio fame was the first.
And it was Allison who steered McCar-
thy to WCAR.

At 42, McCarthy, who lives with his
wife, Carol, and sons, Bret and Sean, in
Bloomfield Township, says it was time
for a move. Although he remains at
Channel 7, McCarthy admits his future
there is uncertain. He is currently
working without a contract. “T think
I'm the only one there without one,” he
adds.

McCarthy's radie program is on
weekdays from 11 am. to noon on
WCAR. It's a call:in interview show but
so far McCarthy hasn't had as many
calls as he expected from the listening
public. He hopes that will change as
people hear about the show and his
lineup of guests.

MecCarthy says his years as a televi-
sion reporter have given him access to
a lot of guests. This week he inter-
viewed Emily Gail, owner of Emily's
Across the Street, a downtown Detroit
emporium; newspaper columnist Nick-
ie McWhirter; and an expert on Orien-
tal cooking.

Coming shows will feature Sissy

~Baker, daughter of Sen. Howard Baker,
Pete Waldmeir, Sandy North of the
hearing impaired program at Redford
Union School District, and Kitty Wag-
ner, a facial and makeup expert.

ALTHOUGH things have started out
slowly, McCarthy believes radio can be
his future. And, for the tall, lean, mel-
low-voiced McCarthy, it's a chance to
return to his career beginnings.

Born in Louisiana, McCarthy grew
up in Peoria, 1ll. He started working at
a radio station there when he was in
high school. He spent three years in the
Army in Germany as a radio announc-
er and later graduated from Bradley
University, where he majored in
speech and minored in journalist: and
dramatic arts.

Fellow newscaster John Kelly helped
McCarthy get his start in Detroit tele-
vision. McCarthy started out at WIBK-
TV Channel 2 and was among the first -

Radio is challenging and fun,
says McCarthy. He launched his
broadeast career in radio some 25
years ago.

Children’s

concert

announced

“Peter and the Wolf” will be per-
formed by the Pontiac-Oakland Sym-
phony Orchestra in a special concert
for children at the Pontiac Mall at 2
and 3 p.m. Saturday. David Daniels will
conduct.

Serge Prokofiev liked writing music
for children and his greatest success
came with this remarkable score writ-
ten in 1936. His intention was to teach
children the sounds of the different in-
struments. Each story character is
represented by an instrument — the
bird by a flute, the duck by an oboe, the
cat, a clarinet, grandpa by a bassoon,
the wolf by three French horns, Peter
by the string quartet, and the hunter's
rifle shots by kettle drums and bass
drums.

Jerry Dahlmann, director of Oakland
University’s Academy of Dramatic Art,
will narrate. Dahlmann has appeared
lin more than a dozen Meadow Brook
Theater productions and will be seen at
Christmas time in the CBS-TV movie
“Jimmy B and Andre” with Alex Kar-
ras and Susan Clark.

The Pontiac Mall is at Telegraph and
Elizabeth Lake roads in Waterford
Township. Admission to the concert is
free.
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to join the exodus to Channel 7. A re- |

porter there, McCarthy also is known
for his “Friday Feast,” a review of
area restaurants and a job he landed
because cooking is his hobby.

Having enjoyed an exciting and lu-
crative career at Channel 7, McCarthy
says it was about time he took a second
look at where he was going.

“I set an anchor pesition as my goal
but I didn't make it. Being a reporter/
anchorperson represents one of the real
achievements of this industry. In a
town of about 3% million peaple there
are about 12 people out there doing it,”
says MecCarthy.

“And I was disappointed. I have a lot
of experience and [ believe a lot of con-
tributions yet to make,” he adds.

Asked why he doesn't seek an anchor
position elsewhere, McCarthy replies:
‘You get yourself trapped by econom-
ies.”

Detroit is among the top 10 televi-
sion markets in the country. That
means big bucks for those who make it.

“I could've probably gotten an an-
chor position in someplace like Nash-
ville for about $10,000 a year but . . .”

ALTHOUGH HE still works at Chan-
nel 7, McCarthy hopes to eventually
resign, do some freelance work for that
station and pursue his new career.

“I don’t think I have much of a future
there and when you're at a dead end it's
time to change. And, besides, I want
more control of my own destiny. I want
to determine what I want to do as a
professional.”

In the meantime, McCarthy hopes to
stay at Channel 7. One reason is money.

“Last week I went home and told my
wife I made $10. But it cost me $250 to
be on the radio last week,” he says.

Unlike other stations, McCarthy buys
his air time at WCAR and then sells his
own commercials. He doesn't have
enough sponsors yet to cover the cost of

Jack McCarthy, television reporter and radio talk-show host, describes Emily Gail’s outfit to his
listening audience. Ms. Gail, owner of Emily’s Across the Street in Detroit, was McCarthy’s guest
on his WCAR radio show. (Staff photos by Bob Woodring)

an hour air time but he believes that
will change. “And if I'm successful I'll
buy another hour,” he adds.

“It's a little . . . well, it's a lot
scary. Selling commercials . . . I've
never sold anything in my life excepl
newspapers,” he says.

McCARTHY'S EXCITED about his
show and most of all encouraged by his
radio time slot.

“I'm not facing a whole lot of compe-
tition. The soaps haven't started, Phil
Donahue is over, Sonja Friedman isn't
on yet and Bob Allison precedes me.

Radio’s a challenge and it's lots of fun,”
he adds.

Another challenge McCarthy faces is
keeping up the pace of his dual career.
McCarthy estimates he works about 12
hours a day, six, sometimes seven, days
a week.
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PATIO STORM DOR-WAL
THE PERFECT MATE FOR YOUR SLIDING GLASS DOOR

= : £ T 22 =
“BUY FACTORY DIRECT FROM THE
MANUFACTURER”

Storms and Screens for Sliding Glass Doors

« Featuring Interlocking Meeting Rail

*Very Best In Quality

«Heavy extruded Aluminum

* Tempered, Float Glass

« Steel Ball Bearing Rollers

» Heavy duty Screen (Self Storing)
Colors: Mill - White, Bronze, Black

LAPZ",BOY@

comiort. Select

Wall

Everyone of our
~over 4000 Chairs

Sleepers :_ncluded

ln Oc!ober we celebrate
We’re celebrating the anniversary of ALL 3 Metro
Detroit La-Z-Boy Showcase Shoppes—1975 the
Warren store, 1976 the Trenton store and in 1978
the new Novi store. October brings great savings
for you, not on 1, 2 or 3 styles, but on every style
in uur over 4000 chair selecllon.

. LA-2-ROCKER®
. SWIVEL CHAIRS
Colonial reflects com- y
fort, likewise this La-Z-
Boy Rocker is comfort
it tilts, it swivels. it
focks, it's La-Z-Boy

durable nylon scolch-
garded fabrics, 31
chairs at this low price.

1 69 Save S50 OFF
i,

Reclina-Rockers®
It's great to feature this ATTRACTIVE
TRADITIONAL style as it's a
PROVEN WINNER. Choose,
from 8 colors and shades
in a compatible scotch
gard protected nylon
velvet. *La-Z-Boy's
lifetime warranty on the
mechanism assures
you of years of com-
fort. 367 chairs ol
fered at this low price.

269 Save $50 OFF
Reg. Low Price

Reclina-Rockers®
Only inches from the wall—it
reclines to a full bed position! It
reclnes to any position, it rocks,

n October you save!

Woe also specialize in:

the leg-rest is independent of

scross from . . the reclining action—
Livonia Mall _ Brifihton Mall  Lustra Wall Porch Enclosure features found only in a
476-8360 1-227-1314 genuine La-Z-Boy chair,

* Aluminum Siding

* Prime Window Replacement

«V-Pan Awnings .

«Storm Windows and Doors !

Note the impressive
detailed wood trim.
Choose numerous scol-
ehgard nylon fabrics in
solids or print. We offer
7| cnai(s at this low &

TAG A SHADE TREE
NOW FOR FALL

: PLANTING Condo and Apt. Ownors
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