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Unicyclists need only one wheel to prove they’re champs
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Teresa Hemminger is a member of the world ehampion Redford Township Unicyele Club.

(Photo by Bill Gibson)

BY DAVE SCHWARTZ

A group of talented and unusual ath-
letes graced Wonderland last Saturday.
They're from the Redford Township
Unicycle Club, and they're billed as the

4+ *“world champs.” That’s no idle boast.

Wonderland hosted a competition
sponsored by the Redford Unicyclists
last Saturday from 10 am. to 7 pm. Il
attracted unicyclists from all over the
area, and from Ohio and Indiana.

You've probably heard of and seer
the unicycle, but try riding one — the
right way.

‘There were about 90 participants ir
56 events in four age groups. The
events included everything from a sim-
ple 100-yard sprint to trick and group
competition.

For most people, the unicycle is
about two wheels shy of what's needed
to hold them up. Ask Tom Miller who
rides an 18-foot unicycle around a lot
*“just goofing around” how much prac-
tice it takes t6 be good.

“I just do it for the fun of it,” said
Miller of Kokomo, Ind., who also has a
24-foot unicycle. “I got one for Christ-
mas when I was 13. Then, about four
years ago, I rode an eight-footer and
TI've worked my way up from there.”

The world's record for the biggest
unicycle ever ridden is held by Brette
Shockley, who rode a 53 ft. 7 inch uni-
cycle. He had to be lowered onto it by a

crane in a football stadium.

This was the third annual meet at
Wonderland for the Redford Club. The
first two were marred by rain. The
club won the world championships at
the national meet in Findlay, Ohio, in
August.

Redford also won this day-long com-
petition. Kokomo finished second.

Some of the Redford club standouts
in both trick and racing competition in-
cluded Theresa Hemminger, who won
six ribbons, Debby Jones, Carol and
Wendy Bahorich, Dave and Nancy
Brichford, Bob Johnson, Brian Mitton,
Stacey White, Gregg Hettel, Scott Wix-
om, Paul Cunningham, Hans Mills and
Ann Marie Johnson.

Some stunts involved included “the
Ultimate Wheel,” where the unicyclist
must ride on a wheel without using a
seat, just the wheel and pedal. That is
considered the toughest stunt to per-
form. Another toughie is known as
“walking the wheel,” where the contest-
ant moves forward by pushing the
wheel with his foot — no pedaling al-
lowed.

Some other highlights include
slaloming, as in skiing, and the group
and couples competition.

In stunts, the winners are judged by
scoring routines that are clever and
showy, not unlike Olympic figureskat-
ing. Dance and even Broadway-type

routines can be involved, as Lindy
White 18, of Plymouth and the Pontiac
club, demonstrated.

“I always wanted a unicycle since T
was 6,” Lindy said. “But my parents
didn't get me one until four years ago
— now I have eight of them. It took me
hours of practice before 1 could go any
distance at all, now I can do stuff like
Jjump rope.” When asked how she could
perform such 2 feat, she said, “very,
very carefully!”

Brian Barnier of Livonia, the Red-
ford club’s membership chairman,
pointed out upcoming appearances by
the club in Wyndotte and Garden City
parades near Thanksgiving time.
“There’s a Jot of interesting people out
here,” he said. “We like to do shows and
events for all occasions.™

The entire Redford Unicyclist Club
Inc. is a friendly and showman-like
group that loves to perform and pro-
vide fun and excitement for all groups.
They even publish a newsletter.

Gordon Mitton is the brand new pres-
ident of the club and he and his athletes
deserve praise for being world champs
in a metropolitan area where cham-
pionships are few.

1 you want to line up an exibitition,
or find out more about the club activi-
ties, call Carol Brichford in Redford at
?3;—4677. or Liz Mills in Livonia at 591~
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° 4 GRINNELL
X COHSOLE PIANOS
SAVE *900

sale $1 095

Walnut finish. With bench.

i | 3 New Mendelssohn

R Spinet Planos at

i a $700 SAVING!

# | 2 Mew Everett Clas-

. sic Consoles in

Pine. SAVE $730!
Kawal CE-7 Hew
Ebony Console. One
Only! SAVE 1280!
 Kimball Crest Series
€Cansole. One in Wal-
nut. SAVE $900!

- Grinnell Antique White
and Gold Console. Pre-
owned. One only.
Grinnel! Defuxe Spinet
Demonstrator. Only
One. Pecan. SAVE $600.

ORGANS

895
1345
1895
1695
699
%995

3 HAMMOND 125
ROMANCE ORGANS
SAVE *1100

sale 51 695

New Prior Year Models.

%888
$1245
SasE™ 52395
Hammond #EZIL(:DAumras '
el st 3399
1095

1335

2 Plper || Hammond
Autochord Demanstr-
ators. SAVE $262!
Hammond Phoonix
Qrgan. Pre-owned.

Gne only, hurry!
Hammond #8000 Aurora

phin, 1-finger chords.
Gne anly, pre-owned.

- Hammand T-400 Draw-
- | bar Organ with bench.
Pre-ownad. One.

O&E

" sterao P.A. SAVE $478

GUITARS

75 Guitars

20 to 40% Off

© Acoustics e Basses
* Elsctrics o Classics

Reg. 59.95 to 119.95
SALE
37.95 t0 77.95
LEAD AMPS

Student Models. 12 units, $¢
Kay & Ampeg. Now, 41
10 °87

Tl
437

6 Units, SAVE $72!
4 Roland Jazz Chorus,

60 W.R.M.S. SAVE $158!

Slusmsh0. 0 SATY

e BAESAPS
{1 o

Jor & oveg s X047

luson s 80 $9G7

e By, 124 SATY

P.A. EQUIPMENT
Kustom 2-Way Speaker $1 47

Cabinats. SAVE $103.

e S4TT
871

wans s S2T1

Barcus/Berry 12-chnl
DRUMS & CONGAS

- 2
3-Pigce Student Drum
Set. SAVE $142, 12 Units. $1 87

Pearl 5-Plece Drum 5597

Set. SAVE $152. 2 units

Ludwlg 5-Place Drum

Sat. SAVE $4881 2 units. s897
-Gon Bops Congas are

Funt SAPVE'S‘IB 2 units. S1 47

LIVORIA MALL - OPEN 10 A.M. to 8 P.#.; SUN. Noon - 5
Use Your Credit: O Charge O Budget Plan O Master Charge O Visa

Grinnell’s Livonia Mall store is moving to
New, Larger, More Modern Quarters

in THE MIDDLEBELT PLAZA

‘ 18776 Middlebelt at Clarita . . . Two Bluck South of Livonia Mall
~ We would rather sell our Livonia Mall Inventory Than Move It!
Therefore the Savings Are Outstanding, Come in and See!
Just a Few of the Tremendous Values Listed in this Ad! =
’ INSTRUMENTS

T

Bloomfield Club's

own members
tell whyy they
prefer VicTanng

et it swve s, 177
e e sor s, $197
s, SAVE §58. 24 units. 237
ELECTRIC GUITARS
7 o

30 L.P. & Start Guitar Copies. Reg.
169.95 to 299.95. NOW 867 to 8177

One crestwaod Jazz Elec.
Guitar. SAVE $398! $2g7

Ron Kramer:

Ilost 45 pounds, 7 inches off my waoist,

stabilized my blood pressure. When
| joined Vic Tanny | wonted results
and that's what | gof. Now I don't get
tired as easily as | used to, | have more
energy and | feel great. | think the Vic
Tanny progiem works psycholog-
ically and physically.

6 Gibson *55 Les Paul
uatie, e sz AT
Ibanez Iceman. Just
wosweswe 997
KEYBOARDS

Charles Heavenrich:
Well, | feel very commitied fo my own
health and after working out af Vic
Tanny, | feel mentally and physicafly
alive. As far os f'm concemed, joining
Vic Tanny is the best investment | ever

3 Yamaha 2-Manual
Portahle Organs.
Save $1203.

2 Roland Electric
Planos. SAVE $600.

795
war e 1147

STEREO, etc.

e,

22417

AM-FM STEREO 4-in-1

8-Track & Cassette Recorders,
Phono, Matchad Speakers. 3 units.

Save *80 Sale 218

6 Symphonic Stereo Com-
179

pact. Cass. Recorder,

Phono, Spkrs. Save $50.
149
5269

Compact Sterso FM-AM,
32

8-Track Rec., Phono,
Spkrs. SAVE $50. 4 units
44

4 Cralg AM/FM 8-Track
Recorder, Speakers.
SAVE $60. SALE

12 Soundesign AM/FM
Portabls Radios. AC

or battery. SAVE $12.
18 Soundesign Cass.
Recorders. L.E.D.
Indicator. SAVE $14.

KLH-FISHER SPEAKERS
SALE 89.95 to 249.95

SAVE UP TD 40% (22 units)

rinnelly

FIRST IN MUSIC SINCE 1879

Lydla Cunningham:

The exercise program here is reully‘k

terrific. 'm in befter shape now then |
was befors | had my baby. The people
here are really fantastic!

e e o

Bloomfield Executive Health & Racquet Club
6420 Telegraph at Maple-Men...Women call now: 855-2300 {.

A




