~ Whe’s writing letters to Oakland County?

By TOM LONERGAN

1t's not every day that Oakland Coun-
ty gets a letter from Ralph Nader.

In fact, during his 10 years as County
Clerk, Lynn Allen can't remember ever
receiving a letter from the nationally
famous consumer rights advocate.

While the county “sticks with GM
produets,” it has never had a fleet of
Corvairs, Allen joked.

Nader became famous the early
1960s when he took on General Motors
on auto safety. His book,

nsafe at any Speed, declared the
Corvair to be just that. Since then,
Nader-affiliated consumer rights and
government watchdog groups have
been organized nationwide.

But the modest looking letter, simply

paying more in insurance premiums
than the insurance carrier paid out in
claims, Nader wrote. He passed along
an article from the Washington Post on
the self-insurance programs.

The Oakland County Board of Com-
missioners routinely referred Nader's
letter to Glen Dick, who oversees the
county’s insurance coverage.

“He has a good point,” said Dick,
county director of central services.
“We're constantly looking at that op-
tion.”

But, Dick explained, the Washington-
area counties “had no choice but to
self-insure. They can't even buy insur-
ance.”

The county will spend an estimated
$765,000 on liability insurance in the
next year, Dick said. He said malprac-

is Home Insurance Co. of Detroit. The
county has a police liability policy with
a Bermuda-based company, which Dick
said was arranged through the Michi-
gan Sheriffs’ Association.

THE COUNTY self-insures its work-
ers compensation and auto collision
coverage, Dick said.

The latter, which has been in effect
two years “made sense in the long
run,” Dick said, because the county op-
erates its own auto shop.

Self-insuring against workers com-
pensation claims began this year. State
law requires employers to compensate
workers injured on the job. While Dick
couldn't say how much the county
would save through self-insuring, he
added, “things are looking good right

$132,000 in claims this year.

The county’s becoming its own insur-
ance company is “something that takes
a lot of analysis,” said Dick. While he
conceded Nader has a good point, he
added: “to say carte blanche that self
insurance is a good thing is very dan-
gerous,”
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sigoed “Sincerely, Ralph Nader,” with tice and liability insurance for the now.” day, Oct. 16, seminar in Roma's of the
no fancy letterhead,no return address county’s health facilities has “skyrock- By investing insurance reserve Bloomfield. Warmaire
or phone number, didn't concern con- eted the last three years” to $200,000.  funds, “we expect to make money on  Sponsored by the North Oakland of a wool
sumer rip-offs, or anything the county  The county has had problems in re- self insurance,” Dick said. County Chamber of Commerce, the Melton blend
might be doing wrong. cent years buying police liability insur- In the workers compensation area, seminar is $4 for chamber members in grey or tan
ance. Because lawsuits against local “we've eliminated profits made by the and $5 for others. A continental break- heather

RATHER, NADE_R offered the coun-  governments — usually police and insurance company,” he explained. fast will be served. for S95

ty a money-saving tip.

He encouraged the county to become
its own insurance company as three
counties in the Washington, D.C. area

" vecently did. The counties had been

sheriff's departments — have in-
creased in recent years, Dick said,
many insurance companies in the state
won't cover police operations.

‘The county’s major liability carrier

Moreover, the county has emphasized a
job safety program this year.
Self-insuring workers compensation
cost the county $192,000 this year. Dick
said the county estimated it would pay

Hoke will talk on the causes of stress
and illustrate “the subconscious ability
to overcome problems.”

‘To register, call the chamber at 335-
6148,
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APARTMENT LIVING
for RETIREES

IN OUR NEW INDEPENDENCE WING

ONLY $425

INCLUDES ALL THIS

ONE MONTH FREE RENT IF YOU SIGN UP
BETWEEN NOW AND NOVEMBER 1. 1979

LUXURIOUS LIVING
Deluxe_one-bedroom_apartments
with wall-to-wall carpeting. Safe and
Convenient with ample closet space,
mirrors, ceramic tiled baths and
modern kitchens.
REASSURANCE
Complete medical security is provid-
ed for each resident.

ECURITY
Professional guards_ protect  resi-
dents seven days a week.

CRpATRANaN,

Visit us soon at our

OPEN HOUSE EVERY SUNDAY 1P.M.TO 4 P.M.

PER
MONTH

COMPANIONSHIP
Diversified _activities, directed with
warmth and concern, are available to
allresidents.

UTILITIES

Electric heat, air condilioning, individ-
ual temperature conlrols, central TV
antenna, and much more included in
one monthly charge.

Food and other services optional

349-4938
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DREXELS WEATHERWOOD
DEDROOM AT A PRICE
YOU WON'T HAVE TO
SLEEP ON,

or call 353-2810 for more details.

Don Thomas gives
Pre-Season Savings.
If you ski or if you don’t.

Yes, that's a big, fat 20% off
the regular year round price of
this stiking 6-piece set. It
comes in a subtly engraved
pecan veneer finish with bur-
nished brass hardware. In-
cdudes two bunching armoires,
light bridge, two 33" by 46"
mirrors and double/queen
bookcase bed. (Frame $24
additional. King Size also
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Adventure Gear fea Name dropping? Of course.
Adventure cloth plm, fully
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lined in nylon taffeta. Insulated
with genuine, lightwe ej
Down. 2-way insulat @rgc
hand-warmer ets. Adjust-
able inside waist drawstring.
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