Once empty dorm
rooms now bulge

H By KATHY PARRISH

Ten, years ago, Oakland University
was desperately trying to fill dorm
beds vacated by students eager to live
off-campus.

This fall, the Avon Township univer-
sity has a new “Reommates Plus Club”
_made up of nearly 500 residents tripled
in those rooms.

OU dorms — like those at many
schools — are suddenly the place to be.
Where students once shunned institu-
tional living, they are now sharing
desks and building lofts in order to live
on campus.

“There are all kinds of bed parts in
the hallways,” says Doreen Bieryla,
OU’s Director of Residence Halls, who
sees dorm overcrowding as a national
trend.

“Some schools have 1,000 students on
waiting lists.”

Housing costs are a big reason for
the popularity of dorm living. But
much of the credit — or blame, de-
pending on who you tatk to — goes to
housing personnel who have been re-
laxing rules and making dorms hemier
to attract residents.

“There’s a trend back to on-campus
living,” reflects Robert Hughes, Uni-
versity of Michigan Director of Hous-
ing. His dorms have been a little over
capacity for three to four years, with
some tripling and lounges converted to
sleeping quarters.

“Everybody I talk to is experiencing
the same thing,” said Hughes, who feels
the big draw is economic. “Residence
halls in total are a bargain. Students
can live more cheaply in the dorms.”

He also thinks rule changes have
made a difference. “We still have a
whole booklet full of rules, but the ones
students found most objectionable —
like no visitors of the apposite sex —
are now gone.”

While both overcrowded Michigan
and Michigan State are residential col-
leges, Oakland has always been mainly
a commuter school. Students drive
from all over the tri-county area to at-
tend classes there — which could be a
problem with high gas costs.

Bieryla isn't sure whether gas costs
are a factor, since so many dorm stu-
dents still have cars on campus. But
she feels saving money is definitely the
big attraction.

“Inexpensive student housing just

stoves, jazzy wall murals and carpeting
on the floors.

The housing office makes provisions
for alternative lifestyles like floors for
special interest groups. Students may
buy housing contracts with food — or
prepare their own meals in dorm kitch-
enettes.

“Allowing students to paint their
own rooms was a big breakthrough,”
says Bieryla, whose office allows 10
different paint choices and is helping
students build elaborate lofls in order
to make their rooms more personal.
“We encouraged students to make their
room environment their home because
that’s where they spend so much of
their time.”

A WIDE VARIETY of educational
and social programs are offered in the
dorms. Residents also take a big part in
dorm decision making.

“Ten years ago, decisions were made
by administrators without consulting
students. Now we seldom make a deci-
sion without consulting them,” says Bi-
eryla, adding:

“Eighteen and 19 is a high energy
level. We're capitalizing on it and
directing it into productive areas.”

She said making dorms less institu-
tional has cut down on vandalism. “In
theory, a person wouldn't destroy the
couch in his own living room. We have
many less behavior problems.”

But while university officials are
pleased that dorms are so popular,
there are some real disadvantages. The
rquirement that students, with less than
59 credit hours live on campus or at
home obligates the dorms to take them
if possible.

“To deny a student housing is some-
times denying him or her the chance to
come to Oakland,” explains Bieryla,
who said her office was “very upfront”
about the possibility of overcrowding.
“We told people what would happen
and told them to look around at other
schools; they're offering the same
package.” .

Students who didn’t want to live in
an overcrowded situation were allowed
to break contracts. Each student in 2
triple is given a rebate of $1 a day or
$180 each semester for the inconven-
ience. Dorm personnel are working
closely with residents to make crowd-
ing more bearable, encouraging lofts
and providing extra study space.

MANY STUDENTS have taken the

i imaginative ha-

to create

isn't available in ," she ex-
plains.

Tripling isn't new at Oakland, which
was overcrowded in the early 1960s.
Residence halls overflowed with stu-
dents and two new dorms were opened
in 1966 and 1968.

vens for themselves.

An investment of 40 hours and about
$500 went into one dorm room, which
has a dropped ceiling, beds built into
the wall, a bar and an alarm system.
“It's my last year here and I wanted to
do i i

But nearby apartment
improved freeway access and the
growing number of part-time students
resulted in empty rooms in the 1970s.
Résidence halls then were recruiting
non-OU students interning at local car
companies. Half of one dorm was con-
verted into office space and double
rooms were turned into singles.

“STATUS QUO was living in the
dorms; students rejected that,” recalls
Bieryla, who came to OU in 1873 as a
dorm programmer “to provide the best
life experience for students.”

“Since then we have really been re-
cruiting,” she adds. In 1973 there were
1,050 in the dorms. This semester 1,700
live there — 140 in over-assigned
rooms.

Since then, dramatic changes have
taken place in Oakland dorms. In the
late 1960s, dorm residents had curfews,
two food choices, stark white walls and

* had to hide their popcorn poppers and

P.D.A. (“public display of affection”).
Today there are coed floors, beer in
room fridges {for those 21 and over),

different,” d res-
ident Paul Mooney, 22, a Dearborn na-
tive majoring in human resource devel-
opment. “And it’s much more comfort-
able living; not like a dorm room.”

A telephone booth and built-in stair-
way leading to a loft for sleeping adorn
the room of Darrell Trimble, 20, a Ro-
chester management student. “It's ex-
tra room and more livable,” he said. “I
really look forward to coming back
here from home.”

Bieryla acknowledges that not all
students are happy with the overcrowd-
ing. “I'm not saying everyone is going
around with a smile, but we're trying
hard and the students realize that.

“‘Of course it's not their single room
at home.”

She's aware that with more people in
the system “there 'will be more times
when people will feel anxious.”

“But I feel the approach you take
‘makes the difference. says the adminis-
trator, who experienced overcrowding

in college when she and nine other stu-,

dents were placed in a special dining

area in a basement with one light, no
telephone and a bathroom and public
telephone up one flight of stairs.

“I'M SENSITIVE to what our stu-
dents are feeling. I want them to have
a marvelous experience, not a bad one.

“And they are responding very well.
When they say ‘Why me?" I ask if they
could attend school if they didn't live
here and 80 percent of them say ‘no.””

What does the future hold for dorms?
Oakland is breaking ground for a 48-
apartment married student housing
unit to accomodate the growing num-
ber of graduate students. A nesw office
building will absorb the offices that
now take up 250 spaces in one dorm.

But predictions .of 20 percent less
students by 1983 curb? housing offi-
cials enthusiasm. “It's a guessing
game,” says Bieryla, who anticipates
residency will be 1,800 by 1981.
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. butyour car
in cold storage.

Draining and replacing anti-freeze
this fall is no guarantee that your car’s engine
won't overheat and leave you out in the cold.

Because in any kind of weather, radi-
ators and cooling systems should be kept free
from rust and harmful build-ups. In fact,
‘most bile manufacturers r
that your car's radiator and cooling system
be flushed before draining to refill with
anti-freeze.

. That's where WYNN'S* X-TEND*

 Power-Flush corrective maintenance pro-
‘gram can help. Because it helps scour and
clean your car’s radiator and cooling sys-
tem, and gives added protection to help stop
leaks, corrosion and overheating — real
enemies of engine life.

So ask for WYNN'S X'TEND Pow
Flush when you take your car for sei
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Everyone has

Obligations.Abig part of the life
you live. And Nationwide has life
insurance plans to help vou with
them. Whether you have a family
or you're on your own.

For ‘instance. Our Family
Plans cover you. your spouse and

obligations::ir

Nationwide has

obligatio

insurance;

Richard D, 0'Connor

Mae B, O'Conaor

755 W, Big Beaver Rd. 755 W, Big Beaver R
Suite 419 Suite 419

Troy. MI48084 Troy, M1 48084
362.1780 362-1780

insurance is onyou. some on your
spouse. plus $1000 on each of the
children you have or may have in
the future (at no additional
charge).

And if you're onyour own.you
still have an obligation to yourself.
The younger you buy life insur-
ance. the less it will cost you.

If you're 15 to 22. our Young
Adult Estate Plan* gives you very
affordable term insurance—
$10,000 worth for just $49.00 a
year. Then when you're 25, witha
career under way. it converts to
permanent insurance. The kind
that builds cash value. And five
times before you're 40. you can
add more permanent insurance—
no physical examination necessary.
Life insurance for people with

obligations. As well as insurance |-

for your health. home. car or busi-

ness. All reasons why Nationwide |

is on your side.

NATIONWIDE
INSURANCE

2 Natonmde 13 0n your 8¢

There are Nationwide agents ready to help you in these nearby locations:

Tom Rugglrelio
738 Hilton Rd.
Ferndaie, MI 48220
544-1420

Home offlce: One Natlonwide Maza. Columbus. Ohto 43216

allable In most states. A equal opportunlty
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