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Birmingham Theater announces shows

‘The Onion Field’
gives inside view
of policeman’s lot

Sometimes a film comes along which can be discussed without
any qualifying phrases, for example, “The Onion Field” (R), writ-
ten by the ex-Los Angeles cop, Joseph Wambaugh. It's a film which
inspires unequivocating statements.

It is gripping. There is no denying that. No matter how many

reviews you read about this film everyone will tell you it is gripp-
ing.
It is an indictment of the American system of criminal justice.
‘When two crooks are pulled over by detectives, they disarm the
police and kidnap them, eventually killing one and attempting to
kill the other.

When captured, the criminals readily admit their actions, yet
through a Byzantine-type series of legal maneuvers, they manage
to drag their case through the courts for more than seven years.
They evade death row while the surviving police officer is driven
to suicidal despair.

IT IS A FINE vehicle for the acting talents of several gifted
men: John Savage as the tormented , guilt-ridden police officer
who could not save his partner; Ted Danson as his thoughtful, bag-
pipe-playing partner; Franklyn Seales as a petty thief who falls in
with a psychotic killer; and James Woods as the killer in the most
chilling performance since Richard Widmark in “Kiss of Death.”

it is an inside view of the uncompromising nature of police ad-
ministration with its para-military mentality of management.

Finally, it is surprisingly balanced film in its realism and its
presentation of human strengths and weaknesses.

With all these attributes, why, you may wonder, do you sense a
certain reserve in the discussion of this film? Why not a glowing
endorsement?

I have asked myself that question too, and have arrived at this
conclusion, “The Onion Field” is based on a true story. It’s a pow-
erful story — tense and emotional — except for a couple of sloppy
scenes at the end, which apparently are a bow to sentiment.

* IT IS NO ACCIDENT that Wambaugh chese Harold Becker, a
documentary filmmaker to direct the film. Essentially, it is a dra-
matic documentary. The power lies in the dramatic nature of the

events themselves.
In many ways it is not unlike Costa-Garra’s mendorable film
“Z,” in which he i the i igation and of a

politically inspired assassination in Greece.

Wambaugh's drama has the same disturbing, thought-provoking
effect and the same sense of relentless drive in the unfolding of
events, The anguish of the police officer and the cruelty and cun-
ning of the psychopath are secondary to this chronology in which
the legal and judicial systems become the principal adversary.

N With its tolerance for delays, changes, appeals, it’s a system in
which the wheels of justice grind not only slowly, but sometimes
not at all.

This view is shared by

i who
applaud when one character confides he would set the two killers
free and put all the lawyers and judges in jail,
“The Onion Field,” like “Z,” is a powerful propaganda piece. It
only lacks those magic moments which are art.

Seeking justice

Al Pacino (above) as trial lawyer Arthur Kirland is cited
for contempt of court in this scene from ¢ . . . And Jus-
tice for AlL” (Below) Christine Lahti makes her film debut
as attorney Gail Packer, member of the Ethics Committee
investigating the courtroom outbursts of her lover lawyer,
Pacino. The film is a Columbia Pictures release, with Jack
Warden, John Forsythe and Lee Strasberg also in the cast.

Q&4E

Phyllis Thaxter will co-star with Larry Gates in “The Gin Game,”
the opening attraction at the Birmingham Theater.

The Birmingham The-
ater has announed three
of the four attractions
that will light up its 1979-
80 season.

The Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning play “The Gin
Game,” with Phyllis
Thaxter and Larry Gates,
will open in mid-Nov
ber. Agatha Christie’s
“The " which

play with Jean Stapleton.

Brochures announcing
the mew Birmingham
Theater Club's Premiere
Season went into the mail
last week to subscribers

lease the Birmingham
Theater, also operate the
Fisher and Pine Knob
Music theaters, as well as
23 other legitimate the-
aters around the country.

More information
about the Birmingham
Theater season and sub-,
scription rates is avail-
able at 644-3533.

from the previous :eason,
when the theater was op-
crated by a group of Bir-
mingham businessmen.
The Nederlanders, who

has played for 26 years in
London, will be the sec-
ond attraction, in Janu-

ary.

“The Elephant Man,”
Tony Award winner for
Best Play, will follow as
the third show for the
season. The fourth pro-
duction will be either “T
Love My Wife,” “Whose
Life Is It Anyway?"
“Bedroom Faree,” or
“Daisey May.” a new
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the Finest in Chinese
& American Cuisine

469 S. Woodward, B‘ham.
644-2913

Hon.-Thurs. 11-10p.m. © Frl, 1111 pm,
Sat. 12-11pum. ¢ Sn. 12-10 pim.
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FPOSTERS. and OIL PAINTINGS
WILL BE SOLD
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Kingsley Jun

Deaiers aopicavie for omsson

Woodward and Long Lake Road
Bloomfield Hills

644-1400 .
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Dine Out

- RESTAURANT
v 005 MIDDLERELT 18 Mie, Lvorua
Lantonese & American Food
Japanese Steakhouse
® Exotic Cocktails ®
CARAY.OUTS ON CHINESE 700D
Chninese Luncneon13.3 Japaness tunchean 11.2
Crinese Daner 3.9 30 asanase Dmnar 5.9 3
ForBeservations Fr 4Sat 305
- Phansd22.3171 Closed Monday

Tonight
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A thoughtful way to wel vis- Egégi AUCTION 8:00 pm
. . N . FRI SOME!
itors or clients is a reservation at TiALsty NDER B,?,:EI INN .
. HOGARTH ’
the Kingsley Inn. We are near all MAXWELL Big Beaver Road, oot o Coolidge |
business, sports, and educational A, Park et Galleriay
. PUACELL
centers in Oakland County. ENGIR Atbert Scaglone, M, D. — Auctioneer
. SOCKWEL ALL VIORK
VASARELY CUSTOM FRAMED
AND READY TO HANG

Stale Saies Tax must Aave Fesve

FREEADMISSION

Chateaubriand
ispota fmg wine.

It's an extraordinary
entree served for two,
i Acenter cut of beef
{ tenderloin amid 4
bouguetiere of
vegietables, Sauce
Bearnaise. Carved

at vour table.

| But like 2

I vintage wine,

| Guteaubriand

is at its best C
'

when shared.

NORTHHELD HILTON INN
S Ceooks R at 175
1 E79-2100

Al the lobster
aond other seafood
delicacies you can eat.
Friday evenings at the

Haymarket.

Reservations required

$1995,allages.

Troy HiltonInn

Maple Road at Stephenson Hivy.

Calt 1313} 583-9000, Extension 1495
Mon, - Fri., 10AM - Noon and 2PM - 4PM

The most delictous, most sumptuous dinners our new menu could offer . . .
Luscious entrees come complete with salad, vegetable, bread, and your
cholce of baked potato, rice, or french fries . . . Our modest prices compiete

. A= -
@ o))
DINNER FOR $5.45
Prime Rib - Fresh Fish « Teriyaki Chicken

Dinners served with crisp green salad,

Sunday, noon to 4 p.m.

bread and butter. a hot vegetabie of the
dlay. plus yous choice of bakad pofato, long ;‘:’"‘7""“ Thum.
grain ond wild iice or french fries. 0 7 p.m.

2360 Rochester Ct.
Troy. 689-7920

24275 Sinacola Ct. |,
Famnington Hills, 476-5333

3.

L]

26855 Greenfield Road
Southfield, 557-0570

. )

Phone today for reservations.

4

this tasty plcture .

tastes as good as thy

terlys
mouthhul. ...

Sunday

Noon to 4p.m.
Mon. thru. Thurs.
Sp.m. to 7p.m.

- - So add a little spice to your dining.

When you're seally hungry, order a compiote
dianer with all the trimmings at a price that

e food. . . There's

suceulent prime rib, fesh fsh, and savcy |

icken. . .Its more than a i

Those tasty creations that'l tickle your palate

and tantalize'your pocketbook. . . Imagine the

sirloln supreme, top sirloln covered with

Monterey Jack cheese, sauteed mushrooms,

onlons and peppers. .. Or julcy beef brochette,
bits marinated deli

burgundy sauce. . . There's even a fresh catch
of the day for sezfood Javers. .. They must be

ere’s tried o be believed. . .

5702 Twaiva Mile Rosd
Waerea, 5T4-1040

Phone for reservations




