gardening

Rod Brown

‘Last of siz articles.

The maple tree in your front yard
that you blessed all summer long for its
cool shade probably by now is guilty of
dumping six garbage bags full of dead
::avs all over your carefully tended

wn.

-You bave raked until the lawn fairly
shines. The rather intimidating pile has
been jumped in the required number of
times by the kids who are no longer in-
terested.

Because you can’t burn the wretched
refuse in either Wayne or Oakland
counties anymore, there are two cours-
s open to you: 1)You can bag the mess
neatly for the trashman; or 2)You can
spread the pile back out, run over it a
few times with the lawnmower and
start your own compost heap for next
spring,

‘Why compost?

A soil rich in humus or decaying or-
ganic matter is the perfect growing
medium for all plants, yielding natural
food to the plants, holding water, keep-
ing the soil crumbly so roots can grow
easily and allowing necessary air into
the soil. .

All of these are especially pertinent
to the clay we laughingly call soil —
clay left over from when they drained
the malarial swamps your subdivision

now stands on in Farmington and parts
thereof,

It is the acids produced by this de-
caying organic matter which make soil
minerals soluble and, thus, available to
plants. The soil microorganisms which
produce humic acids need new organic
matter to feed on from time to time.
Compost, which is partially decayed
organic matter, is just what these mi-
croorganisms like best.

HUMUS FORMS its acids slowly; it
is a natural time-release fertilizer that
best of all frees you from investing
heavily every spring in expensive
chemicals. It not only makes itself, but
it's natural and free, which, if you
share my Scottish ancestry, is one of
the most beautifu! things about it.

A compost pile needs six basic
ingredients: Air, moisture, nitrogen,
bacteria, heat and sufficient size.

Air is essential for the aerobic bac-
teria to do their stuff within the pile
that causes heat. Hence, the necessity
for shredding the leaves. Whole dead
leaves mat quickly into a soggy, unus-
able mess — shredding increases the
rotting surface and will help to provide
the necessary air spaces.

Turning the pile every week or so
will aerate it and will also speed up the
total process,
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A CLIMPSE

OCTOBER 18-19-20 .

An exhibit of
Japanese flower arangements
Sponsored by the
Detait Chapter of Ikebana International

SOMERSET MALL

Big Beaver Road at Coolidge, Troy.

Now Open Sunday Noon to 5PM
Monday, Thursday. Friday 10-9/Other days 10-6.

Thursday, October 18, 1979
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Create a compost for free fertilizer -

Keep the pile damp “like a moist
sponge” — too little moisture slows de-
composition and prevents the pile from

HEAT IS 2 must — 140 degrees F.
Not only does this temperature provide
the i necessal

without the proper scrutiny by commit-
_lee, sufficient size is the magic final

heating up. Its little
need a steamy environment. Too much

moisture, on the other hand, drives out"

air, drowns the pile and washes out nu-
trients.

Nitrogen also is neccesary for the
heating up process. Fresh horse
manure, kitchen garbage (egg shells,
coffee grounds, citrus rinds — not
bones, cardboard, and tin cans), blood

"meal and grass clippings are all high in
readily available nitrogen.

You can buy commercial starters
that contain the required bacteria —
the little buggers responsibie for eating
the pile into compost in the first place
— or you can toss in a few spadefuls of
topsoil from your garden. It already
has the bacteria in it.

for the bacteria, but it will also kill
weed seeds and eliminate any plant dis-
eases possibly carried by the organic
material you may be using.

Obviously you aren’t going to get a
lot of heat in the pile during the winter,
but there is still time to get one going
before Jack Frost starts nipping at
your compost pile.

Dump it ail together, water it down a
little, and turn it over a few times for
the next two or three weeks. Then cov-
er the pile from winter rains and yon
are all set to use the finished produet in
the spring.

For those of you living where zn{ling

‘You don't need a three-story-tall pile
of unsightly and quietly rotting
manure, grass clippings, leaves, orange
rinds and tea leaves. A cube about 3
inches on each dimension is the basic
minimum to get the required heat. The
heat, by the way, and this the action,
will be in the center of the pile — an-
other reason for turing the pile occa-
sionally.

Properly made and turned, the pile
should not smell and will not breed
flies. But turning the pile is a must. I
made a compost heap earlier this au-

tumn, and being too lazy to retrieve a
loaned pitchfork, was surprised one
dewy Saturday morning by windows on
my sunporch that looked a little too
much Jike a scene from the Amityville
horror.

And on that note, taking a cue from
the plants who know best, your week-
end gardener goes dormant for the win-
ter. Catch you next spring when the
whole wearying but wonderful cycle
starts anew. Good gardening to all.

The writer tearned horticulture at
his grandmother's knee, at Michi-
gan State University, and as a
weekend gardener.
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COAT SALE

You are'invited to
a Special Sale of

Designer Coats”

Thursday, Oct. 18

207~307,0

*Qutstanding Values

PATTERN FOR SUCCESS

BY GRAHAM & GUNN, LTD.
Masculinity—rugged. yet soft-spokeh
—is in every detail of this cheviot-
took vested suit from Graham

& Gunn. A slimming herringbone
pattern is executed in all-wool
worsted, notable for the way it
takes fine tailoring. For the man 5
on the way up—and, equally, /4
the man who's already
there. In tan or brown.
$295.
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Sheet
Music
Pop and Method
Books

from
“Bach to Rock”

HAMMELL

MusIC
Middlebelt Rd.
between 5 & 6 Mile
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Fine Furniture Since 1917

ONE WEEK ONLY

1 80 o *120 per set
EXTRA FIRM SETS

¢ Queen Size Set
King Size Set

Also included in the Sale -
he same Premium Quality Bed-

SALE LASTS

g
YOU SAVE %
on these

Reg. Price

Sale Price
Twin Size ea. piéce $139.95 $99.95
Full Size ea. piece $169.95 $129.95
$399.95 $329.95
$569.95 $449.95

Visit

WOO! MALL
1571 WOODWARD AVE.. PHONE 964-2300. DETROIT 48226
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Our Pennsylvania Hause Gallery

 Stewit Gl -REPEATS A SELLOUT

OF
STEARNS & FOSTER PREMIUM QUALITY BEDDING

Here once again is Steams and Foster's Premium
Bedding Sale with all the featurés of Steams
and Foster's Top of the Line bedding:
Double off-set coil springs, weight bal-
anced units and no sag seat edge
construction. All units are uphol-
stered in beautiful damask
covers, quilted of course.

ding but with a firm but gentle
upport. Costly double off-set
> coil springs are used and al
units are covered with a beauti-
ful quilted damask tick. SAVE
NOW FOR ONE WEEK ONLY.

YOU SAVE
S40G to S80 per set
on these gentle firm sets

Reg. Price  Sale Pricg
Twin Size ea. piece $109.95 $89.95
Full Size ea. piece  $139.95 $119.95
Queen Size Set $349.95 $289.95

The fine line...in a season when the shoe has become the
Foremost accessory, istone%hat goes the distance—day or King Size Set $479.95 $399.95
night— in sleek, sophisticated style! Our ankle strap, with ° . ) .

an open toe and closed back, is such a treasure. In black, King Size by Special Order

wine or taupe leather; ’55. ‘SFAntastic Shoe Salon— -
where we are all the things you are.

/ART GLENN €O,
“YOUR FULL SERVICE STORE™
b o ext charge for
® Corvhul Inspction & Set-Up
* Cormon Sorvice

our tancr Devigners
10 help you with your
decorgting problems
Use our 4 Pay Plan

Saks Fifth Avenue, Detrait, Second at Lothiop,

open Monday through Saturday, 9:30 AM 10 5:30 PM.

Troy, Somerset Mall, Big Beaver at Coolidge,

open Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays, 10 AM to 9 PM;

Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Saturdays, 10 AM to 6 PM; Sundays, Noon fo 5 PM.
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