Strange shapes of times past

By MARY KAY DAVIS .

Have you ever wondered what it's
Iike behind the scenes at a large muse-
um? I descended into the catacombs of
the Chicago Historical Museumn recent-
ly and it was like “Star Wars® com-
bined with “Gone With the Wind.”

‘The section we saw had to do with
costumes. The Chicago Historical Mu-
seum has one of the largest collections
of the 19th and 20th century clothes
anywhere. The ladies of Chicago mar-
ried such men as Pullman of the rail-
toad cars, McCormick of the reaper
and Armour of the butcher shop.

While the husbands worked hard to
become fantastically wealthy, their
wives must have been equaily busy
spending it all on clothes. Their gowns
are fantastic, and a number of them
have ended up in the museum's collec-
tion.

That presents certain problems.
When you have thousands of costumes,

no matter how lovely, how do you ever -
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find anything? Imagine your attic
stuffed with every stitch, shoe, accesso-
ry and hat you've ever owned and yu'll
get the general idea.

IN CHICAGO, they've solved the
storage crunch spectacularly. Gowns
are filed in the decade in which they
were worn. Each decade is housed in a
large metal box like a big armoir with-
out doors. And each box is mounted on
a motorized track, which is where
“Star Wars” comes in. The room looks
as though it's full of giant dominoes.

Do you want to look at something
from the 1870s? Push the right buttons
and all the other decades move away

automatically, leaving you and the '70s
in a space to yourseif. When you're
through, push more buttons and the
boxes close ranks again, keeping dust
and light away from the cloth (and
also, I suspect, squashing columnists
who don't retreat fast enough).

To display these costumes for the
public, the museum has a large room
packed with dummies. T found this un-

Tast 150 years.

Shapes ranged from the Empire,
with lots of bust from the Adam's apple
to the ribs, and nothing down below, to
the Victorian rounded silhouette which
looked like the Pillsbury Dough Boy on
top of 2 13-inch waist.

Anatomy was ignored and the bust
was a single bulge extending from one
arm to the other. Anything benezth the
waist was hidden under hoop skirts.
‘You'weren’t supposed to mention “leg”
anyway.

‘Then came the “S” shape in the in the
1870s with the bust in front getting big- *
ger, balanced by an equally large bus-
tle-bulge behind. The whole look was
sway -backed. The dummies ended with
look of the Debutante

likely spot

Every era has had its shape and
those dummied has been made to con-
form to it. It was hilarious to see the
peculiar configurations that the female
form has been squeezed into during the

Slouch in the 20s,

I giggled delightedly, and wondered,
way back in my brain, how some young
squirt 50 years from now is going to
describe the way we look today.

Catch-up math class is for adults

For adults who want to increase
their mathematics skills beyond the
basics, but experience chills at the
prospect, a special five-week non-de-
gree course will be offered by the Oak-
land Umverslty Division of Continuing

Oct.

tive atmosphere with special attention
directed to dissolving learning blocks.
Enrollees’ backgrounds and areas of
common interest and difficulty will be
considered during the course, entitled
“On Your Way To Becoming Math
o n

beginning
24, and Thursday, Oct. 25.
Mathematics skills in algebra and
geometry will be practiced in a suppor-

Course in effective relationships

What is your reaction to stress?
What happens when you are given a
test? How do you interact with others?
What assumptions do you make about
other peaple and what assumptions do
they make about you? How do you op-
erate in a working team? Do you trust
other people?

The answers to questions like that
make a difference in your future, in the
home or on the job. The Continuum
Center for Adult Counseling and Lead-

Bt Yoar
Service

George F. Feeman, mathematics de-
partment chairman, will conduct the

ership Training will hold seven-session
program on developing effective in-
terpersonal relations Oct. 29 to Dec. 10
in Bloomfield Hills.

The program, called “Getting in
Touch,” will be held from 7:30 to 10:30
p.m., Mondays, at Birmingham Unitar-
ian Church, 651 Woodward at Lone
Pine Road.

For information, contact the Contin-
uum Center at QOakland University in
Rochester or call 377-3033.

Wednesday course from 7-9 p.m. Shir-
ley Aune of the Continuum Center will
instruct the Thursday course from 8-10
p.m. Tuition is §40.

A second session of the workshop,
“You Can Overcome Math Anxiely or
Avoidance,” also begins Wednesday,
Qct. 24. The workshop covers common
trouble areas in math such as simple
arithmetic, algebra and geometry, and
emphasizes the meaning and use of
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math symbols, process skills, and story
problems. A supportive atmosphere is
maintained in the course.

Both courses are geared to those who
did not develop math competency dur-
ing high school or college, who experi-
ence psychological barriers, and conse-
quently avoid math.

For information about the courses
and registration, call the Continuing
Education office, 377-3120.
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We're hurrying ...

—|

. and scurrying ...
season. What do you know? Here's a Chair ...
pieces but no longer part of our plan! So, to make you hurry and scurry ... we are
pricing these “odds 'n’ ends” at absolutely irresistible prices until 11/3. Rush to
Wiggs today! You must not miss the values from every gallery ...
Allen and Henredon!

SAVE $40 to $100 ODD MIRRORS
Painted, Maple, Pecan, Oak
NOW $49 to $99!

Fine Traditional Furniture & Accessories

- CRERRANCE
SIRIL

Unusually great Savings on Unusually fine Furniture!
One-of-a-Kinds, Floor Samples, Discontinued & “As-Is” Items

=l

- and freshening up our store for the gala holiday

- and a mirror ... and a table ... all

including E

SAVE $463] Hitchcack Triple Dresser & Mirror,
-.NOW $489.

white & harvest .,

SAVE $5561 18th ' Century Camel-back Sofa.
with fretwork .. .NOW

only ..

Headboard, discontinusd

SAVE $1761 Ethan Allen Club Chalr with exposed
oak frame, gold Greff fabrlc, dls:onl]nued style, 2

SAVE $450! Ethan Allen Osk Chest and lul]/%seen

SAVE $3881 Maxwell Royal solid plne sma with
W $399.

Music Bright
& Beautiful

Qur early purchases offer

styled for 1980 at unprec-
edented prices! Such
as mink in a range of
shades, Norweglan

Blue Fox, Red

Fox, Lynx and

many others.

the advantage of laying away
now the most luxurious furs

you

SALES
TAX
REFUNDED

Save US dollars
on exchange

DUTY-AND

Opposite" YWCA
2 minutes from Tun:

Windsor, Ontarlo Ca:

484 Pellissler St.

1-519-253-5612

nel’

nada

SAVE $885! Henredon Bedroom Group: 62" dresser
base, nilrror, door-chest, full/queen

NOW $1500.

Ottoman ...

with gold trim ..

& ottoman ..

SAVE $350! Etnan Allen Chippandsla Lounge Chalr,
tufted saat & back, nall-head trim. Complete with
NOW $499.

SAVE $311. Weiman Curio Cabinet, nnllque white
NOW $499.

SAVE $340! Thomasville painted Mob!laSsrvar Top
opens with Formica serving space W $399.
SAVE $839! Ethan Allen solld maple lelng Room
Group: 3-cushlon sofa, platform rocker, lounge chalr
..NOW $999,

50% OFF Odd Dining Chairs
Mahogany, maple, pine, pamted
pecan, oak

SAVE $700! Traditional 8-place Dining Room

Group: ching, oval extension table with 2 fillers, 4

cane-back side chelrs & 2 cane-back arm chalrs
NOW

SAVE $3201 Globe Tudor Manor Sofa. Exposed oak
‘wood trim with woven fabric . -NOW $499,

SAVE $200! Ethan Allen solid maple Formica top

extension Table (40x60x96) with 2 filler leaves.
NO'

SAVE $408] Henredon Oriental Buffet with
accent trim .. .NOwW

SAVE 511551 Century Country French China, oval

extenslon Table, 2 Arm Chairs & 2 Side
Chalrs ... -
SAVE $4711 Apothecary 48’
Table with 2 filler leaves & 4 Side Chairs NOW

W $299,

..NOW $1999.
Round Extension

| fine

than

$699.

brass
$999,

$499,

ODD BEDS & HEADBOARDS
Save from $40 to $436 ... NOW $49 TO $399¢
Twin, full, queen, king. Not alt sizes in all styles.

SAVE $4181 Rural English Bedroom Group:
dresser, mirror, door-chest, 2 night stands
N

SAVE $500! Solic cherry Pediment- (op secrel
with wood doors ...

SAVE $4981 Ethani Allen solid cherry Round Exten-

slon Table & 4 upholstered-seat Slde Chairs
NOow

SAVE $2111 2-door Bedroom Chest, white with grey
NOW $299,

accents, bamboo leg & trim.

SAVE $792| Statton solld. l:herry 58" Buffet with
... NOW $999,

China Top ...

SAVE $2101.83"
ing welt ...

W $999,

ust corduroy sovu with contrast-
NOW $49s,

triple

ary
W $699.

SAVE $130 TO $310!

Henredon and Ethan Allen Occasional Tables ...

Lamp, Cocktail and Sofa tables

NOW $99 to $199!

Merchandise Subject to Prior Sale

( .
Visa & Master Charge «644-7370 %} Open Mon., Thurs. & Fri. 't 9

TELEGRAPH AT LONG LAKE (18-Mile Rd.) BLOOMFIELD HILLS

All Sales Final @ No Lay-A-Ways @ Immediate Delivery

PM




