While first-run movies like “The Deer Hunter” are
may attract customers to cable TV, industry ob-

servers say the broader implications of two-way
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Cable TV comes to town

By CRAIG PIECHURA

Cable television and pay TV are
coming from the boondocks to the city
to sell their hard and soft wares.

Subscription TV no longer means
putting a community antenna in outly-
ing areas where people are plagued by
poor reception. Nor does it mean
charging people for a clearer picture of
network broadeasts.

With offers like first-run movies and
the capability of two-way communica-
tion with police and fire. stations, as
well as with game show hosts, con-
sumers are willingly paying $15 to $25
monthly for expanded home entertain-
ment and communication.

Communities all around metropoli-
tan Detroit are presently being be-
sieged by cable salesmen trying to se-
cure exclusive franchises to string up
cable in those cities.

All that competittion for franchise
rights is paying off for both the con-
sumer and the muncipalities involved.

“TEN YEARS ago you could say
‘Here’s our package, " explains Weston
Croft, regional manager of Cox Cable
Communications, which is installing
cable service to St. Clair Shores,
Grosse Pointe Shores and Fraser.

“Right now communities are sitting
back and waiting for the offers to get
better. It's outright vicious competi-
tion. But it's best for the city because
you end up getting the most interested
people that way.”

Canton Township granted a cable
franchise in 1972, said Clerk John Flo-
din, but the firm never got off the
ground and its exclusive 15-year
franchise was rescinded by voters. He
says business activity in cable has sky-
rocketed recently.

Seniors pack seminar

(Continued from page 1A)
a problem on whether or not the senior
keeps the property or gives it to the
children,” he said.

“KEEP the deed not registered and
the senior doesn’t lose his tax credit.

- He doesn’t need permission from the

kids to sell the property,” Winnie said.

Making out a will depends on correct
form. Winnie frowns upon form wills
because they don't conform to the per-
son’s needs.

The validity of the will depends on
how it’s executed. All three parties, the
signer and two witnesses must see each
other sign the will in order for it to be
valid.

“The longer you hold out, the better
the offers get,” says John Flodin, clerk
of Canton Township. “It’s just like the
last lawyer has the best chance. What
happened here is somebody would offer
us something and everybody else would
one-up the other (firm).”

One example, Flodin said, is that
three competing cable firms all offered
to pay the township 3 percent of the
monthly service fee paid by cable sub-
scribers three years in advance, an es-
timated sum of at least $20,000.

The firm that won the bid, Maclean-
Hunter of Rexcale, Ontario, promised
also to pay Canton Township 5 percent
of the monthly Home Box OQffice (HBO)
fee paid by cable subscribers. HBO is
the most popular option among cable
subscribers, according to industry
spokesmen. °

Cable TV franchises must be ap-
proved by municipalities because the
firms have to secure public right-of-
ways to install cables on utility poles or
underground.

Maclean-Hunter was granted a “non-
exclusive” franchise with Canton,
meaning other companies can install
cable in Canton if they agree to pay the
service fee to the township.

But Clerk Flodin doubts if there is
enough business in Canton Township to
support another firm.

WHILE NO CITY in metropolitan
Detroit is viewing cable programs yet, -
St. Clair Shores is farthest along. Cox
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ble bank Interest rate,

DISCOVERY! of our convenient checking accounts.

DISCOVERY! of the many other services available fo you from Michigan ~—
National Bank - Farmington. -

HERE'S HOW': Michigan Natinal 8ank - Farmington is offering the Discovery
Collection of Thermo-Serv 1o all new and existing depositors

In accordance with the following terms:
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THERMO-SERVE $500 Deposit Opena Opena Additionat
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DISCOVERY! COLLECTION | ffaoemt .| wlntfiats | offomost | of e o

) or Savings plus Account plus or more plus o more plus payment

payment of: payment of: pyment af: payment of: of:

12 oz. Travel Tankard FREE - FREE FREE FREE 5.00
12 0z. Travel Tumbler FREE FREE FREE FREE 5.00
10 0z. Mugs (set of 4) . 5.00 3.00 1.00 FREE 6.25

10 oz. Old Fashioned Tumblers

(setof 4) - 5.00 3.00 1.00 FREE 6.25

12 0z. Tumblers (set of 4) 5.00 3.00 1.00 FREE 6.25
12 0z. Giant Mugs (set of 4) 7.50 - 6.50 3.50 FREE 8.50
16 oz Steins (set of 4) 8.50 6.00 4.00 FREE | ~ 950
55 oz, Béverage Server 9,00 7.00 500 | . FREE | 1000
4 qt. Ice Bucket . 11,50 "7 "9:00. 7.00 250 12.50
2qt. Food Server 1. 712,00 10.00 8.00 3.00 13.00

“Due to Federal L reris a substantialiterést pénalty for early wilhidrawal of a Certiicate of Deposit. Only one frce item per depositor.

THIS LIMITED TIME OFFER IS AVAILABLE NOW

Michigan National Bank - Farmington

24040 Orchard Lake Rd.” 33443 Nim; Mile Rd. 35100 Grand River Avenue 38200 W. Ten Mite Rd.

33336 W. Twelve Mile Rd.

So. of 10 Mile Nr. Farmington Rd. Nr. Drake Rd. At Grand River At Farmington Rd.
477-3320 476-4332 478-7470 478-6263 553-8860
Member 1084 Michi $5.2bllion OFFER ENDS DECEMBER 29, 1979

Ron Kramer:
Since joining Vic Tanny, 've come a long way.
1 lost 45 pounds, 7 inches off my waist and
stabilized my bload pressure. I'm also more
alert mentally...and | feel great. Vic Tanny
worked for me.

Vic Tanny
Bloomfield Executive Health & Racquet Chub
6420 Telegraph at Maple-Men ... Women call now: 855-2300




