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Marathon crawler’s creep feat

By DENNIS ROSENBLUM

Jim Purol stood up and said he was
going to play a game of racquetball.
But he was just kidding.

Purol had just broken the official

. record for continuous crawling — 24.7

‘miles in 24 hours and eight minutes.

It's a fecord that will likely stand for
awhile. Most of the world's population
is quite content, of course, to stand on
its own two feet or sit back in the driv-
er'sseat.

The remainder of mankind — the
portion that finds a need to stand out
from the madding crowd — is usually
satisfied to ¢limb a mountain, ford a
stream.or read a good book in bed.

None of this for young Jim.

“WHAT DAY is this? I'm really
lost,” he said in his room at the Detroit
Plaza shortly after completing his
hands-and-knees hike from Livonia’s
City Hall to Hart Plaza on the river-
front downtown.

“Ican’t believe I did it.”
But not only did he do it, he far sur-
passed his own expectations.

Purol, a 27-year-old Livonian, had

- been practicing for weeks for the big

crawl, averaging a mile in 40 minutes.
He left Livonia at 10:21 a.m. Monday,
after strapping on an assortment of
pads and smiling for all the cameras.

“My mind is at Cobo Hall. Now the
body has to catch up to it,” he said be-
fore departing.

Purol said he'd had all his second
thoughts about the trip sometime last

‘Once you take “that big
bite, you gotta swallow it,
right?’

~ Jim Purol

month. “Once you take that big bite,
you gotta swallow it, right?” he said.

Girl friend Sandy King, who helped
Purol get into all his padding, was con-
vinced he'd make it. “If he doesn’t do it,
it can’t be done,” she said while relax-
ing on the city hall steps.

Was she excited about seeing him at-
tempt such a feat?

“I would have much rather had him

kiss 8,000 girls,” she admitt.d.

ALLOWING FOR fatigue; Purol fig-
ured on making it to the finish line (he
never figured on not making it to the
finish line) ,sometime Tuesday after-
noon.

But even after a pight of rain and an
unfriendly curb that met up with one of
his knees, Purol did better than he
thought. And better than the rest of us
would even consider. -

He predicted beforehand that when it
was over he'd be delirious from the loss
of energy.

Not so. After 24 hotirs of crawling, he
seemed to be doing at least as well as
the downtown office workers who had
closed up the bars the night before.

- THE ESCAPADE was officially in-
tended as a fund-raiser-for the March
of Dimes. With pledges and donations
still rolling in, the event raised over

1,500.
Doris DeDeckere, publicity director nice;

for the charity,
make it.

said she knew he'd

“I'm not surprised. He makes every-
thing he tries,” she said.

“He just has this little wire hanging
loose in his head making him do these
outrageous things.”

Purol said he met hundreds of people
on the trip, many donating money and
walking with him for part of the way.

“It went very easy up to about
Schaefer Road,” he said. Then, about
200 feet before he was to break the old
crawling record of 12¥% miles, “it
started raining cats and dogs,” he said.

The entourage retreated to a ‘donut
shop for about 10 minutes before con-
tinuing. Purol just stayed on his hands
and knees through it all.

He credits the people with him for
his victory.

“If it wasn't for my little following, I
never would have made it,” he said
Tuesday.

“Its funny. People can be really

(Staff photo by Bill Bresler)

All 24.7 miles on his knees was Jim Purol’s goal — he made it.

FIREPLACE ENERGY SAVING

GLASS ENCLOSURES

(Custom Installation Available)

SALE!
10-25% off
: our usual low prices
B |8'x11" Persian Kerman

SALE! SALE!

From

Outstanding Reg.$3200  SALE$2400
1w " @ Tool Sets N N

Manufacturers o oo 9'x12" Persian Tabriz - Reg.$6400  SALE$5440

© Graies 14'8"x6'11" Pakistani Kashmir  Reg. $2225 SALE$1890

V- @ Screens § (4’6’ Pakistani Bokhara (fine wool) Reg. $930 SALE$790

® Accessories B4 [9'x12" Chinese (iine quality) Reg.$3999  SALE$3400

®Gas Logs 8 16'9" Chinese (fine quality) Reg.$1998  SALE$1600,

Sale Ends October 31, 1979

« Orlental rugs make a most wonderful
glft for all occasions
*We buy, trade and appraise Oriental Rugs
* Expert Washing and Repalring
223 S. Woodward Ave. » Birmingham - 644-7311

COMPLETELY CASUAL FURNITURE
([ BIAMINGHAM ROCHESTER LIVONIA
N» /MMVES 221 Hamillon E23 K Maln 29500 W. Six Mils
s} > RUSTICS Ouiy 520,530 s Oally 938930
. Dally 230-5:30 ally
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[ STEIN WAY

PIANOS
* Sohmer Pianos «
“Today’s Pianos With
Yesterdays Craftsmanship™
* Southeastern Michigans only

Smiley Brothers h

ATRUSTED NAME IN MUSIC

The finest keyboard products available!

© Baldwin plancs & organs @ Yomg Chan ds &
Ol{nmmnnd&Al]en g & gren

factory authorized Steinway Sa.ballﬂ!bxrpsl bords 1 i
- dege o i s &Sk et Colonial Classics
HAMMELL M memory” pianos i
HAMMELL umyASlC IN(]:'BImm — Rochester at 1449 N, Roch. R, 652-6238 tE“eatll:ru:gGOIrl i:‘asi:l‘uomaid Ctram;mnshm'm ﬁ warm dark maple
N\ 4270040 8877755 Birmingham at 1010 N. Hunter, M1 7-1177 inish . . . Gennine Formica tops for practicality.
Also, Detroit & Dearborn Y, The graceful simplicity of fine Early American design is nchly

captured in this exciting group. Thick turnings and heavy bases
accentuate their strength and charm. Crafted of Maple and Birch
solids and veneers in a rich hand-rubbed warm dark Maple finish
that correlate well with either Maple or Pine. Because of the
unusual finish and the Formica tops this is one of our most
popular table groups. Sale ends October 31.

“TANS FOR BEAUTIFUL PEOPLE"”

Two minutes in a SUMMER TAN BOOTH equals 2 hours sunfight .
- Investigate this exceptional opportunity to get in on the ground
floor of an EXPLOSIVE new industry . . . to establish a HIGHLY
PROFITABLE SUN TAN SALON. .. and for existing BEAUTY
SALONS and HEALTH CLUBS to expand profits . . . full invest-
ment easily recoverable within 60 days . . . BUY DIRECT FROM
MANUFACTURER ... NO FRANCHISE FEE INVOLVED See
SUMMER TAN in operation and get complete details . . .

MONDAY THRU WEDNESDAY
OCTOBER 29-31ST.
SOMERSET INN — TROY

ND CABINET
Two doors. May be used 25 a
right or left table, beside a chair
or sofa.
25% x 24 x 22" High

POE CABINET
BIG BEAVER/COOLIDGE Hinge top comprtmen. Use as
643-7800 Sewivg e,
ask for SUMMER TAN ortorzy High

il s 00
MOBILE DROP LEAF BAR SERVER 109
Concealed Casters - 2 door - Ample storage. Leaves up to 54x16x28” High

“Let us tan your hide too”

PEMBROKE TRESTLE
END TABLE

THURSDAY - SUNDAY, OCT. 25 - 28
With drop leaves open
DROP LE;F

32x26x22" High
.
COCKTAIL TABLE

¥} 2 38x22x16” High

*139%

DEEP DRAWER COMMODE
28x22x21" High

£129*

One good sale deserves another.
So, Music Strings 'n’ Things is having a sale bigger and better .

than the last onel 20% to 70% off everything In stock. Sttings are
two for the price of one. Plus, daily specials — an oufrageously
great deal evety day of The Sale, again.

it's a truly great musical arangement!

i -

, Sv - . 40D . 12pm - .
HOURS: Thursddy - Saturday, 16am - 10pm  Sunday, 12pm - Spm CABINET COCKTAIL TABLE

£0x23x16%" High

£189%

2 DOOR HEXAGON CHEST
28x24x21" High
£139%

PU?VEYORS OF FINE MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

mLUSC SNNa i ChiNng

1810 South Woodward Avenue  « Birmingham, M1 48041 « 313/642-5536

STEWAKT GLENN CO.
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