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Flamenco guitarist
opens a new series

By LAURA A. BUCH

In music and in manner alike, Juan
Serrano exudes charisma.

Opening a new concert series last
week at St. Mary's College of Orchard
Lake, he captured his audience’s Span-
ish heart with a program of flamenco

~music combining passion with gaiety.

Serrano executed the mood changes
masterfully. From the opening “Iiagn-
mas de Granada" onward, one was re-
peatedly struck by the expressiveness
of his style,

Dissonances were enhanced with an
attentiveness many performers lack,
and bright, rapid passages executed
with clarity.

In this familiar Spamsh style, the
line'of melody is frequently surrounded
by brisk, rolling cascades of notes. In
many hands this could mean a loss of
continuity of line, or a sacrifice of art-
fulness for flashiness.

Not so with Serrano. Making the best

pressive displays of virtuosity, notably
“Munequita,” a fiery dance filled with
relentless and brilliant passagework.

Serrano was more than equal to its
demands,

Qutstanding in the program's second
half was Serrano's performance of
“Los Capiteles.” Filling this dark piece
with pathos and mystery, he allowed its
melody to speak with both passion and
subtlety.

Throughout the concert, feet were
tapping and heads bubhmg Much of
Serrano’s music is hand-clapping dance
music, worthy of whirling. skirts and
dau]mg footwork. As concert-hall mu-
sic, it was performed here with highly
listenable charm. Serrano is both en-
tertainer and artist.

Area concert-goers will be able to
see and hear Serrano again on Nov. 20
at the Grosse Pointe War Memorial.
The concert will be Flamenco music
and dance.

‘The series at St. Mary’s College will

by
Corinne
Abatt

Remember that little guy named
Somebody Else? He died a while back.
Too bad, because he’s missed. He al-
ways used to do all of the things the
rest of us never got around to doing.
Sure, we knew they were important,
but why bother? Somebody Else was
always on the job.

Without Somebody Else, the Michi-
gan Foundation for the Arts is having a
tough time. They are looking for nomi-
nations for their annual Michigan Art *
Awards. Now, you'd think an organiza-
tion that waats to give money away
wouldn't have a problem finding recipi-
ents, wouldn't you?

Last year they gave out five awards
of $2,500 each to Michigan artists of
more than average substance. In fact,
they've been doing this rather quietly
since 1976. By quiet I mean, it is with-
out extensive hoopla. Just, hopefully, 2
tasteful awards ceremony without 2 lot
of artificial hype.

Nominations needed

The -foundation board headed by
Philip H. Power, chairman, and Peter
Stalker II, president, have set some
guldeﬁnes for making the choices. One
of these is that the Michigan artist
should be based here and actively mak-
ing a contribution to the state of Michi-
gan arts.

Those with potential, on their way up
or about do do something great aren't
the ones the foundation is seeking.
Rather, it's artists who are in their
prime — those who have reached a
point where what they produce is of su-
perior quality.

Next, there's no firm rule of what the
media or vehicle for a particular art is.
In the past foundation winners have
been weavers, sculptors, conductors,

painters, poets, dancers, writers,
potters and theater arts persons. Still
to be represented are many areas of
music and jazz, for instance, or photog-
raphy or graphics.

Recipients so far have been Georgie
Bick, weaver; Joseph, Kinnebrew,
Gerhardt Knodel, David Barr, and Mi
chael Hall, sculptors; Aris Koutrouhs,
and Charles McGee painters; Dudiey
Randall, John Woods, John Hayden and
Jim Harrison, poets; John Glick, potter;
Theo Alcantara and Jim Hartway, con-
ductors; Carole Morrisseau and Lisa
anak, dancers; David Syme and
Gyorgy Sandor, pianists; Jack Ragotzy,
theater; and Diane Spodarek, visual
artist.

Well, unless you are different from

most of us — in the past you let Some-
body Else make your nominations to
the foundation and the committee
worked with those offered.

Anyway, since Somebody Else died,
the flow of nominations for the coming
year has been hardly more than a drib-
ble. If you know an artist who deserves
a shot at the awards, call Anne Rosch
at the office of Michigan Foundation
for the Arts, 963-6336.

She'll tell you how the nominations
should be done. She has a simple print-
ed form with space for listing a bit
about the person's background, profes-
sional experience, recent work, honors
and your reasons for suggesting the
name, Deadline is Nov. 5

All nominations will be screened by
the selection committee. And remem-
ber, this is statewide, so let your mind
g beyond the metropolitan area. Mich-
igan, fortunately, has some fine artists.
They make our lives more enjoyable.
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