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College theater

upbeat musical

carries message

By BARBARA MICHALS the number “It’s You Who Makes Me
. Young,” while a team of beauticians
As its name implies, “Ct ion”is and i take on an
a happy show, one that lifts your spirits  task.

and makes you feel good to be alive.
The ctrrent production by Oakland
University’s Department of Music is

throughly entertaining and showcases ;

fine student talents. .

“Celebration” is a musical fable
which combines upbeat, lively tunes
with stylized, ritual drama and a good
dose of comedy. The message gets
murky at times if one tries to scrutin-
ize it too closely. Basically the play af-
firms the power of good over evil, life
over death, love over bitterness, opti-
mism over despair.

All four principal players do com-
mendable work and are backed up by
an exceptionally well-polished chorus
that functions as an integral part of the
story.
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‘Todd Heughens successfully projects :

the youthful innocence and eternal op-
timism of Orphan. Having been turned
out of the idyllic garden of his orphan-
age when the place was bought by
heartless Edgar Allen Rich, Orphan
sets out to stir Rich's long dormant
emotions and gain permission to live in
the garden again.

Orphan is Everyman, beset by temp-
tations along the road of life. He is
Faith, Virtue, Purity, and Regenera-
tion. He is also Adam, cast out of the
Garden of Eden to become an orphan in
the storm. -

Heughens' voice is clear and appeal-
ing in musical numbers such as “M
Garden,” “Love Song” and “I'm Glad to
See You've Got What You Want.”

AS RICH, John Thomas is a delight-
ful comic. He uses his expressive face
to full advantage despite the dreadful
make-up-used to age him. He particu-
larly shines when cavorting through

In the final climactic struggle be-
tween Orphan and Rich, it's awfully
hard to take the symbolism seriously
when Thomas is dressed in a fig leaf
over a panty girdle over a union snit.
Like the play as a whole, this scene is
great fun and not worth pondering.

Juli Tomasi is appropriately wistful
as Angel, the young girl who is tempted
to sell herself to Rich in exchange for
making her show business dreams
come true. Her strong, pleasant voice
blends nicely with Heughens’ in some
fine duets and ensemble songs.

Steve Hale is well-cast as Potemkin,
part cynic, part con-man, part narrator
and part manipulator. His character is
best defined in the musical numbers
“Survive" and “Not My Problem.”

Steve Rivers deserves plaudits for
the smooth stage direction and excel-
lent .choreography. Under musical di-
rector Sally Albrecht, the three-piece
orchestra functions effectively.

While the principals are all costumed

appropriately, the chorus looks more”

ragtag than necessary. The odd-sized
bits and pieces of material they drape
on themselves look more seedy than
creative.

“Celebration” was written by the
words-and-music team of Tom Jones
and Harvey Schmidt, the same two who
turned out the highy successful “I Do! I
Do!” and “The Fantasticks.” While the
musical numbers in “Celebration” are
every bit as good, the play simply does
not make as coherent a statement as its
predecessors,

Performances of “Celebration” con-
tinue in the Studio Theater of Varner
Hall at 8:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday.
The concluding perfermance is at 2:30
pan. Sunday.

Play depicts Africa

African playwright Wole Soyinka's
“The Lion and the Jewel,” will open the
1979-80 University of Michigan Show-
case Season Oct. 31-Nov. 3 in True-
blood Theatre.

The Nigerian born playwright is con-
sidered one of the most popular Afri-
can playwrights in his homeland and in
the United States. He has just finished
directing the American'premiere of his
play “Death and the King’s Horseman
for the opening production of the Good-
man Theatre season in Chicago.

The play is about the courtship of a
young village maiden by the village
chief and a young westernized school
teacher.

Music, dance, mime, ritual and the
multitude of colors inherent in the
playwright's tribal background are in-
corporated into the production.

Directing the play is Janice Reid, a
doctoral student in theater, who is

teaching a course in black drama. She '

has appeared in numerous productions
at the U-M, including “Much Ado About
Nothing,” “Wedding Band,” and “The
Great White Hope.”

Due to the multiple demands of the
play’s tribal music and dance, Larry
Ham, choreographer, and assistant di-

rector, Duke Atano Osima, who just
moved to Ann Arbor from Nigeria, are
working closely with Ms, Reid.

‘The dances in the show have been de-
signed by Ham especially for this

production.Osima has served as a cul- |

tural adviser to the director, actors,
dancers, and musicians. In addition, he
will perform as one of the musicians.

‘This production of “The Lion and the
Jewel" will represent the U-M depart-
ment of theatre and drama in the
American College Theatre Festival XII
competition. Sponsored by the Kennedy
Center for the Performing Arts, the
Office of Education, the Department of
Health, Education and Welfare and the
Amoco Companies, this annual festival
recognizes the more than 150,000 stu-
dents involved in theatrical produc-
tions throughout the country.

Ten selected entries will participate
in a non-competitive festival in April at
the Kennedy Center in Washington.

Tickets for “The Lion and the Jewel"
are available at the Professional The-
atre Program ticket office in the Mich-
igan League. Hours are 10 a.m. to 1
pm. Monday through Friday and 2-5
pm. Saturday, For more information
call 764-0450.

Cast thrilled by response

“The response to our show is over-
whelming. The other night they had to
turn people away at the door,” said
Greg Tatum, one half of the cast of
“Good Evening.”

‘The hit comedy is currently playing
at Mr. Mac’s Stable in Dearborn. “We
expected some nice audiences,” said
Tatum, “but this is really something.
It's fantastic.”

“The eritics have been unanimous in
their praise of the show,” said Del
Howison, the other half of the cast. “We
are stretching the bounds of dinner the-
ater just a little bit with this show.

It’s more offbeat than the usval musi-
cal comedy sappy stuff.

“The way is starting to be prepared
for the time when ‘real’ shows will be
performed in dinner theater.”
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One Week Only
“SMOKEY AND
THE BANDIT” (PG)
All Star Cast
“METEOR” (PG)

1880-885

SHOWCASE
) (CINE A\é&g

. 35100 VAN DYKE RD.ATI1S5MI.
SYERLING HTS. PHONE 979-3160

Burt Reynolds & Jill Clayburgh
““STARTING OVER” (R)

Julie Andrews & Dudley Moore
“10" (R)

[ BLOOMFIELD IN BIRMINGHAM

357 S. WOODWARD _ 646-0154

CLEAN & COMFORTABLE ALL SEATS §1.00.

STARTS FRIDAY-TWO “SPECIAL" MOVIES
“AN UNMARRIED WOMAN" (R)

FRL, SAT., & SUN. 5:00 & 9:15
MON.~THURS. 9:30 ONLY
“TURNING POINT"

FRI, SAT,, & SUN. 7:10 ONLY

MON.-THURS. 7:30 ONLY  _

SAT.-SUN. MATINEE
“RUN FOR YOUR LIFE, CHARLIE BROWN"
N 1:00 3:00

* FRI-SAT. LATE SHOW-11:30 $2.00
“FM™ COMING AT YOU

COMING-LIVE, ON STAGE-SUNDAY NOV. 4
“BLUE GRASS CONCERT”
TWO SHOWS 3:00 & 7:30

ADMISSION $7.50
\TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE AT OUR BOX OFFICE Yy

(7

SUBSCRISE
DIF Ad LAY
CLUD
|
ASNC
YOU'LL SEE
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of this caliber:
DEDROOM FARCE
ILOVE MY WIFE
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- . .

of
DAISY MAY
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. JeanStapleton
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-644-9225 [ 644-3533
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( Plus  fourth show
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Starts Friday
“A MAN, A WOMAN
& A BANK” (PG)

“MUPPET MOVIE”
(@)

Starts Fri. Oct. 26

HALFREDO, ALFREDO”

s o e e
Walt Disney Productions

“TAKE DOWN” (G)
“FREAKY. FRIDAY” (G)
Dustin Hoffman in

“ALFREDO, ALFREDO" (R)
, Seng)r Cltlhﬁen & Student Admission

“PEPPERMINT SODA”
P

G)
(French-English Subtitles)

'Full Stereo
Sean Connery
Henry Fonda

“METEOR” (PG)

/

Burt Reynolds Jiit Clayburgh
Gandice Bergen
“STARTING OVER” (R)

IRST SHOW ONLY $1.

Julie Andrews
& Dudley Moore

“10% (R)

“TIME AFTER TIME”
) (PG)
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"Shumored

Vincent Canby,
New York Times
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A!ar; Alda
“SEDUCTION OF
JOE TYNAN” (R)

: Marlon Brando
* & Robert Duvall

“A’PocAng)ss Now™
Dolby Stereo Sound
Advance Tickets on sala
Frl, & Sat. Evening shows only
. Mat. Wed. 1show 1p.m.
Monty Python’s B
“LIFE OF BRIAN”
P

Mat. Wed. 1show 1p.m.

Monty Python's .
“LIFE OF BRIAN" (PG) %
Rock & Roller Disco !

Movie of the Year
Flip Wilson & Rutlh Buzzy

“SKATETOWN, USA" (PG)
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