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" Avon Players production

By EDWARD TOWNLEY

Any day now, some dan’ng and en-
terprising theater group is going to
earn banner headlines by mounting a
production of semething — anything —
that is not “Same Time Next Year” or
“Fiddler on the Roof.” Each of these
audience favorites currently seems to
be playing somewhere at all times, of-
tenin compeuuon with itself.

The area’s newest “Fiddler” opened
the 33rd season of the Avon Players
last Thursday, and a shiny, exuberant
and polished production it is.

The star, Jac Cortes, is apparently
staking out the role of Tevye as his own
domain, He has played the impover-

for this authenticity is the fort itself.

causes him to miss much of the darker
undertones in Tevye's Jewish humor.
Indeed, the whole tone of the Aven
Players production — staged in their
sleek, natural wood A-frame theater —
is decidedly more WASPish and ecu-
menical than Sholem Aleichem could
ever have envisioned when he created

these characters. But if some of its eth-

nic roots are missing, this “Fiddler”
gives ample evidence of the wniversali-
ty of its central concern.

As with the original Broadway pro-
duction, this “Fiddler's” secret weapon
is its choreography credited to Kathy
Bush. She and director Mattie Wolf

‘Fiddler’ pleases audience

have made ingenious use of the sizeable
stage and large cast to create dances
and ensemble scenes that are lively,
fluid and clear. The dream sequence, in
particular, is imaginative and sharply
executed.

Audiences have obviously come to
expect a high performance level from
the Avon Players, and they will not be
disappointed; the cast is uniformly
good. JoAnn Bourez is a shrewd and
loving Golde, and Helen Morgan plays
Yente as Fanny Brice might have.

Jonny Katz as Motel and Tom Bar-
tasavage as Perchik bring depth and
humor to roles that have seemed one-
dimensional in other productions.
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