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Senate majority leader named in slander suit

By SANDRA ARMBRUSTER

Senate; Majority Leader William
Faust, recently honored as one of the
outstanding legislators in the country,
h}s been eharged with slander in a suit
filed in Wayne County Circuit Court.

State Sen. Faust, D-Westland, is
accused of making slanderous state-
ments in an interview with a local
newspaper. .

Faust said he “categorically” denies
all allegations in the suit.

‘The suit was filed Sept. 12 by attor-
neys for' Dennis Dettmer, who repre-
sented two Westland residents in a re-
cent suit which had charged four city
council members with violating the
state’s open meetings statute. Faust
said he was served with the suit Oct. 6.

‘The suit says that Faust made slan-
derous statements last July to the
Westland Eagle after Circuit Judge
Charles Farmer ruled that the four city
council members had violated the open
meetings act.

Dettmer told the Observer that al-
though Faust’s statement doesn't name
him specifically, he believes he is

identifi; and that the
has “no factual basis”.

According to the suit, the Eagle quot-
ed Faust as saying: “I think the reason

ity be-

‘My personal reaction is that Pm entitled to
the same rights under the first amendment as

anyone else.”

-

— William Faust

suit, Dettmer could file his charges in
circuit court rather than Westland's
18th District Court.

Dettmer is being by a

charge as “ridiculous,” and said he is
being singled out because he is a “polit-
ical person.”

“My personal reaction is that I'm en-
titled to the same #ights under the first
amendment as anyone else,” said
Faust. “And as such, I intend to speak
my mind. I find it ironic that to be sued
now for libel and slander when I never
Was as a newspaperman.

“I think that right (first amendment)

‘to speak is sacred, and I'll pursue it all

the way in the courts,” Faust added.
Dettmer said that Faust is “a public

official in a responsible position mak-
ing these statements. In order to pro-
tect the judiciary, Faust must be called
totask.” .

Faust, whose district includes Gar-
den City and Canton Township, was re-
cently chosen as one of 1979's 10 out-
standing state legislators in the United
States by the Assembly of Government-
al Employees.

The legislators were honored for
“distinguished achievements in promo-

tion of good government and efficient
public service.”

The assembly is composed of 50
state and local organizations represent-
ing more than 500,000 public employ-
ees in 35 states, Faust was nominated
for the award by the Michigan State
Employees Association, which is a
member of the assembly.

First elected to,the Senate in 1965,
Faust has been reelected for three suc-
cessive terms.

Traverse City law firm of Robb,
Dettmer and Phillips, which includes
his brother, Michael. Dean Robb will
actually be representing Dettmer.
Faust said he has yet §o appoint an at-
torney to represent him.

The suit claims that Faust’s statey
ment inferred a “conspiracy” between®
Judge Farmer and Dettmer. It adds
that Faust made his statements “mali-
ciously,” knowing that they were un-
true. In doing so, the suit charges that
Faust “injured” Dettmer's name and
professional reputation.

According to the suit, Faust’s state-
ments will result in a “loss of clients™
for Dettmer. Dettmer said that he
hadn’t lost any clients yet.

Both the suit and Faust say that
Dettmer and his attorneys have asked

for the decision is the

for of the Faust

tween- lawyers and judges. To find
councilmen in violation of the act was
the only way to get the litigants’ attor-
ney paid.”

Dettmer is the litigants’ attorney.

ALTHOUGH A specific figure iso't
mentioned, the suit asks for “exem-
plary and punitive damages,” interest,
costs and attorney fees be paid by
Faust. The suit does say that the
“amount in the controversy” amounts
to more than $10,000.

By including that statement in the

said he has refused to issue a retrac-
tion. Dettmer said that Faust didn't
“respond"” to the requests.

“Sen. Faust has had every opportuni-
ty to respond. Under Michigan statute,
thereis a procedure giving an opportu-
nity to retract slanderous statements
on demand. If the statements aren't re-
tracted, then punitive damages can be
awarded,” said Dettmer.

A court date for a hearing on the
case is still unscheduled.

FAUST LABELED the conspiracy

St. Louis U party Nov. 11,

St. Louis University alumni, parents
of students and friénds will hold a din-
ner party, Sunday, Nov. 11, in the Troy
Room of Somerset Inn, 2601 W. Big
Beaver, Troy. )

Cas‘ is $15 per person. Reservations
should be sent to Daniel J. Kehoe, Blue
Cross/Blue Shield of Michigan, 600 La-
fayette East, Detroit, MI 48226. Reser-
vation deadline is Nov. 2. Make checks
payable to Kehoe.

RUG-HOOKING
EXHIBIT

OCTOBER 25-26-27
Continuous demoristrations

In the various tekhniques of Rug-Hooking
Sponsored by Midwest McGown Teachers Guild

SOMERSET MALL
Big Beaver Road at Coolidge, Troy

NOW OPEN SUNDAY NOON TO 5PM
Monday. Thursday, Friday 10-9/Other days 10-6.

(MEN LOSE
28-35 POUNDS)

QUICKLYeSAFELY
PERMANENTLY
IN JUST 6 WEEKS
NO SHOTS
NO DRUGS
NOCONIRACTS

INDIVIDUAL
DAILY COUNSELING

because it's hard to lose weight alone....
CALLTODAY

Get started on your way 0 a thinner,
" ‘happier, healthier life .
Cranbr

LOSE 17-25 POUNDS

rook Centre 20233 Southfield R,

MUSEUM

12

C.B.

PORCELAINS
ORIENTALIA
, | FINE ANTIQUES
FURNITURE
CRYSTAL
SILVER
PAINTINGS
ORIENTAL RUGS
JEWELRY
AUCTIONS

APPRAISALS
‘ 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

i ’ 338-9303
825 Woodward
Pontlac, Michigan

-CHARLES’ GALLERIES

PRICED HOME SALES

Monday thru Saturday

$25.00 per person

WE’'RE HAVING A BIRTHDAY PARTY
AND YOU'RE INVITED

SOMERSET’S 10th ANNIVERSARY
BENEFIT FOR DETROIT HISTORICAL

t SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3
30 PM

your contribution is totally tax deductible

SOMERSET MALL

BIG BEAVER ROAD AT COOLIDGE. TROY

Vo ae)
833-7935

TEARWOOD CARVING
BOARD WITH [EATHER.
THONG FOR HANGING.
REGLRRLY 324,95
Now

vty 1.3

ADLER/SCHNEE

ab Somuueh
649-5710 - MON.THURS, ERI il Gp.m.o TUES, WED SAT Hil & p.m.

COMPLETE SET
OF 5 GOURMET
KNIVES wiTh WALNUT
HANDLES. ReULary

$24.95 , Now
oy’ $1935

Matl

[<mntlulls invites
i 10 bring your diarmonds and jewelry 10 1oday
| and convert them ntg
- Inincdiale Cash!
A dncussions ol b conducted vt offces woth

B! consideration for vour confidence and respect for your
dignity. Evatuations for purchase without obhgation.

Seduey Raandatl & Sous.

VOu....

KB NN UR G TR EREERE

THE CLASSIC
CASHMERE SWEATER

mackenzies. |

TOPCOAT-OVERCOAT

gale

$215

BRITISH WARMERS

100% Wool ® Camel, Navy, Taupe, Grey

Regular

$1 8998

CAMEL HAIR

Christian Dior: upper crust for his upper half, Single Breasted @ Luxurious Blend

tightweight sweater was woven
\ inScotiand of the finest two-ply

cashmere. Full fashioned, Dior's lusurious white-ground woven-stripe dress Regular $2 1 998 3
V-neck styling. 38-46. in white, o com inafi 3
p.02 ‘ vy, natural, elow vioure shirt comes to you in a fine blend of Dacron/cot- $260 i

on that's as easy to wear as its easy to care for. We
have it in blue or brown stripes with the CD logo
on the packet, at 27.50. The tie we show it with is
animported pure silk kit in the very stylish 2-inch
width; in camel, navy, burgundy or brown at $18.

and grey.
$120

WOOL/CASHMERE

Single Breasted, Camel, Navy, Vicuna

$2229‘a

()
2 Z]% off
'WALLPAPER

Call in any pattern from any book.
NO FRE!GHT CHARGE
NO DELIVERY CHARGE ® PAY WHEN DELIVEREOD|

Regular
$265

g

§

g

)

¥ i & This exceptionally soft and
j .

g

Miscellaneous Wool Storm
Coats, Trench Coats, Suedes,

A
NN ARB FLINT % " 4

o eemao” e g Tweeds, Reversibles...Up to g
GHOSSE PTE.  FARMINGTON ROYAL OAK

886-4050 4714-1780 544-3800 T E 1 i
" TROY: LIVONIA  OTHER AREAS I . I 2 -

524-2200 522-7500 800-482-2488 ' / } .
Post Wallcovering Distributars, Inc, BO ARDROOM
50Cents er Agh Aaded To At Orers Less Than Fn Cse 24 o) B ]

HOURS MON.—FRI. 9:00 A.M. 10 5:00 P.M.

\.

Somenet Mall Fuirlane Centertincide Hughes & Hatcherd

< 1973 - Post Waricoreang Drst Inc - SOMERSET MALL «'OPEN MON, THURS. & moumeen f




