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Tim-Ro’s s

uccess comes

from sensing the needs
of the neglected, abused

By SHEILA McCARTHY DUNNELLS

To some people, celebrating the
Year of the Child must seem superflu-
ous. Their argument is that in no other
country is so much emphasis placed on
the young.

However, the existence. of a school
like Tim-Ro proves that in spite of the
common belief that most of today's
children are spoiled, many children are
neglected. Tim-Ro services the needs
of children who have been physically
and emotionally abused by their par-
ents.

Tim-Ro, an acronym created from
the names of the first students to at-
tend, began in 1968. It is the result of
an effort made by Elsie Archer, an edu-
cator who sensed the special needs for
the emotionally impaired child.

For the past 12 years she has been
the head of the school, which is located
at 651 N. Woodward, Bloomfield Hills,
in the Unitarian Church.

Explaining the need for a special
school for these children, Ms. Archer
said, “Children are placed here because
they were so abused physically and
emotionally that their development has
been interferred with.

“It is not,” she was quick to point
out,” a sad place. It is, on the contrary,
quite joyful. There are succeses.”

She spoke fondly of some of the
school’s success stories. “One child whe
attended is named Rodney. When he

first came to Tim-Ro he was like the
“wild child.” His head was always
down, he wouldn't talk to anyone, he
was totally withdrawn. He certainly
didn't trust anyone.

“It took two years,” she continued,
“but today, he is our miracle child. He
now socializes with others. This is what
we strive for.”

Ms. Archer’s pride in Rodney’s prog-
ress was obvious. “When we took him
to the park this summer, he actually
walked up and talked to a child he
didn't know.”

Kevin is another youngster who has
had two problems to cope with. Not
only did he have an abusive mother, but
he was born with a urinary problem.

“The little boy,” she continued, “was
hospitalized 30 times in his preschool
years. The double trauma turned him
into a very withdrawn child.”

Fortunately, she said, he has begun
to make friends and form attachments
with the staff.

An inability to speak or communi-
cate is one of the by-products of an
abusive home situation, she said. But, it
can be overcome eventualy.

“This year the children have made
significant strides. We have a volunteer
mother who brings her 5-year-old son
with her to the school. The other day,
he started a game. The children imitat-
ed everything he did and said. Eventu-
ally they were all so involved in the
play and talking that the staff just

stood back and enjoyed the progress.
“We base a child's growth on rela-
tionships,” said Ms. Archer. “When an

impaired child can develop a friendship .

and learn to play with other children, it
indicates some of the effects of the
trauma are beginning to recede.

“We count play as a large part of the
therapy because some emotionally im-
paired children cannot play. When
dealing with children with an emotion-
al problem, play is not a fringe benefit
of coming to school. It is necessary for
growth.” ,

A very special part of Tim-Ro’s suc-
cess, said Ms. Archer, is the staff. The
staff can continue to succeed because
of the high ratio of teachers to stu-
dents.

“Working with emotionally impaired
children can be difficult,” she said.
“Trying children can be exhausting.
Because we work as a family, as a
community, we give each other vitali-
ty. No teacher is ever isolated.

“Each child is planned for individu-
ally,” said a Tim-Ro staff member.
“For some children play is important.
For others, physical needs must come
first” R

Jackie Mazur, the schoal nurse, has
taken some children home for lunch or
a bath. “What we really need,” she said
with a chuckle, “is a bathtub right here
at the school. Water play can be most
therapeutic. We could also use an in-
dooor swimming facility for the win-
ter.”

Tim-Ro handles children from the
age of three to 12-years of age. The
school day is from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30
p.m., 12 months of the year.

If there were no Tim-Ro facility
what would happen to these children?
According to Ms: Archer, many of the
abused children would go untreated.
The process of testing and placing can
take years.

“We, at Tim-Ro, will see the children
directly,” she said.

Like most facilities, Tim-Ro needs
money. But just as important is the
need for male teachers, who are young
to retirement age, to round out the
school’s staff of teachers, nurses, music
and art specialists,

‘The school is also looking for a psy-
chiatric consultant. The school needs,
she said, someone willing to give three
hours a week, of which two hours will
be spent with the students, and a final
hour devoted to feedback with the
teachers.

‘The school in some ways is similar to
any facility for the young. Bikes wear
out, Big Wheels no longer roll, and dolls
lose their arms. At the moment, the big
need is for capes. “The children are
mesmerized by super-heros. Each child
wants his own cape,” said Ms. Archer.

Corporate, business arid private gen-
erosity have all aided Tim-Ro finan-
cially.
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WORKS BY MICHIGAN ARTISTS...Art fanciers can browse PR
through aisles of framed oif paintings, acrylics, handcrafted B g
jewelry, macrame wall hangings, metal sculpture, silk flower
arrangements, and stained glass. Working craftspeople will
be demonstrating daily during the show. i

through NOVEMBER 4th
Presented by Artists’ Showplace Agency
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With clarinets and piano

Clainets and piano team up for Mendelssobn’s Concertstucke No.I,
Opus 113, on the Farmington Musicale’s concert playbill. From left,
Fern Barber, Lois Swanson and Helen Anderson, join 60 other mem-
bers of the Musicale for the benefit set to begin at 8 p.m. Friday, Nov.
2, in Mercy Center's formal lounge, 28600 11 Mile Rd. A $5 dona-
tion, asked at the door, entitles guests to join the performers at an
afterglow. (Photo by Dwight Cenrowski)

A Beautiful Store with Beautiful Furniture S
MICHIGAN’S LARGEST . o
PENNSYLVANIA HOUSE DEALER A

America’s most distinguished traditional furniture
20292 Middiebelt Rd. (soun o Eight Mie) A
Livonia

OpenMon., Thurs. & Fri

SAFETY TIPS FOR HALLOWEEN

HARVARD ROW MERCHANTS advise all parents and ’
children NOT TO TAKE CHANCES. WEAR bright colors | |
that will show in the dark — KNOW the area whete you
will be trick or treating — ADULT supervision is
suggested for the smaller kids — AND inspection of all
tandy is recommended for your safefyll!
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HARVARD ROW BARSER 8HOP _PICTURE TALK

HARYARD ROW KOGHER MEATS AD 8108 REPAR
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LONG-HAIRED FUR SHOWING

We have assembled an exciting
collection of long-haired furs for a
special presentation on Friday
*November 2 from 9:30 a.m. o

8:00 p.m. An opportunity to select
from long, short or jacket lengths

in sporty stadium casuals, classic
silhouettes or prophetic pace-setters.
Flings. boas and other lighthearted
accessory items are included. You'll
warm to the luxury of long-

haired furs, this year a more
important look than ever.
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