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Education today

History regains favor

By LOUISE OKRUTSKY

High school history classes are re-
puted to be as dry as the sands of time.

But teachers  are_slowly chipping
away at the endless lists of dates,
names and battles to reveal the soci-
tties and personalities behind those
events

Instead of isolating each event,
teachers aim at relating the incidents
t other developments in the world, ac-
cording to Norm Dickson, head of the
social science department at North
Farmington High School, Farmington
Hills

Part of the reason for this movement
can be found in the aftermath of the
Vietnam war. The war shook up history
departments and made teachers exam-
e the way in which they taught the
's Dickson.

‘Here were real people as soldiers
snd civilians being killed,” he said.

After that, the good guy-bad guy vi-
s1n of history changed. United States
fstory is no longer based on the as-
mption that every decision the coun-
try made was infaliible.

The kids are too pessimistic. The
~harp kids won't let you get away with
it enymare.” Dickson said

PART OF this attitude is reflected in
act that many of the history class-
North Farmingtén don't have one

set textbook. The old-fashioned book
report and research project have
merged as tools to encourage students
to examine different sides of an issue.

Even events which are basic to the
country’s history have undergone a bit'
of a classroom facelift.

In Ed Davis' American Revolution
class, students recently debated over
the death of five men in the Boston
Massacre, March S, 1770, The massa-
cre was an uprising of a local mob
against British troops. The troops shot
five members of the local erowd.

Students were asked to determine if
the deaths were done in self-defense. If
they found the British to be guilty of
shooting for reasons outside of self-de-
fense, their discussion then studied if
the action was premeditated and delib-
erate; just deliberate or manslaughter.

The British army isn’t painted total-
ly as oppressive representatives of an
even more oppressive absentee govern-
ment. And the Ameri ]

deaths of several persons years before
the Harper's Ferry incident is brought
out in class.

And in Mary Ellegood’s Minority
History class, the .gleaming cavalry
racing o the rescue has been stripped
of some of their glory.

The Indians have emerged as a sep-
erate interest in American history in-
stead of a faceless savage intrusion
upon the westward movement.

The class is shown that the same sit-
uation can look very different from an-
other perspective. The winning of the
west can look like the losing of it to an
Indian group.

But the class is generally more
aware of minorities from the media to-
day, according to Mrs, Ellegood.

“These kids haven't seen the cowboy
and Indian movies we did,” she said.

" “They're more aware of minorities
than [ was at that age.”

She aims at bringing to light the

aries aren’t held up as representatives
of the feelings of all the colonial resi-
deats.

Across the hall in Jerry Maxwell's
Civil' War class, abolitionists aren't the
saviors of the country.

THE SOUTH'S situation is discussed
beyond the limits of slavery.

John Brown isn’t portrayed as the
fiery protector of human rights. The
fact that Brown is responsible for the

Obituaries

roles minorities have played in shaping
the country. Women in history are a
concern of the class.

“T wanted to know who else was in
the Revolution besides Martha Wash-
ington,” she said of women in high
school history courses.

SOMETIMES the perspective of the
students is shaped by their age.

Lunar pebbles

Connie Mason, a teacher at Eagle Elementary, viewed the rocks all week long. They are encased in

“Kids here weren't born when Ken- bolds a display of “moon rocks” on loan from NASA lucite. (Staff photo by Randy Borst)

nedy was inaugurated. They don't re-
member when he was shot,” Davis said.
The flavor of recent times are recap-
tured through tape recording and
slides. Watergate is relived through old
newspaper clips and tape recordings.

WILLIAM W. LANDACRE

Mr. Landacre, 67, of Farmington
-died Oct. 20 in Ann Arbor.

He was a guard at Guardian Indus-
Corp
Survivors include: wife Wanda L.
lsughters Diana Wilson, Linda; sons
William.  Michael, Richard, Christo-
sters Elva McNatt, Edith, Faye
Briggs. Ruth Rader: brother John H.;
3 grandchildren and two great
iildren.
were Oct. 22 at Thayer-
Hteck Funeral Home. Rev. J. Kenneth
Hoffmaster conducted Lhe services.
Hural in Oakland Hill Memorial
Garde Wl
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ANNIE LAWSON

2 Lawson, 90, of Highland died
in Livingston Care Center,

A native of Scotland. she was a bus
sitendant for the Detroit Board of Edu-

vat

wors include:
ndchildren.James W., Sharon Maly
Howell
Services were conducted at Heeney-
sundquist Funeral Home, Farmington
g at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church,
oma on Oct. 23. Rev. R. Scott
ot Burial was in Grand Lawn
«tery in Detroit.
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ALLEN G.GROH

Mr, Groh, 81, of Farmington Hills
died Oct. 17 in Allen Park.

He was retired from the Detroit Po-
lice Department. Mr. Groh was a mem-
ber of DAV Post 114, Livonia.

Survivors include: nieces Marie Ker-
byson, Helen Sanders, Margaret Wilt-
sie; nephews Robert, Earl and Roy
Groh, Ivan Horton.

Services were Oct. 22 at Thayer-
Rock Funeral Home, Farmii Rev.
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funeral bore
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service. Burial was in Glen Eden Me-
morial Park.
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Dearborn 565-3400
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Vinyl Roof, Chrome, Tires.
sMaLLcars 3119

The 6-step procedure actually pen-
etrates deep into the pores of the
paint, removing dirt and grime,
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cleaning away the dull film of oxy-
dation. The fresh, clean surface is
then burnished to a deep rich lust-
rous glow - brighter than even the
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original showroom shine. And
seals it with a super-hard, crystal |
clear protective plating that lasts
almost Indefinitely. System 6 l
rounds out Tuff-Kote Dinol's car
protection capabilities. It's just the
kind of product and service you'd
expect from the
world’s iargest
rustproofer.
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Automotive
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‘Wine Preview & Sale
Fri.,Nov. 2,8-11p.m. -
$2.50 Donation

[E25 Saturday, Nov. 3
ezere  Noon-9p.m.e$1Donation

mona russel
Jerrio sassan-laytnor
. ann savell

Sunday, Nov. 4
Noon-5 p.m.s $1 Donation

and The Birmingham Temple
many 28611 West Twelve Mile Road
Farmington Hills, Michigan
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139% | s79%
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PRICED FROM *17.50 10 %210.00

_20% OFF
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NEWBURGHPLAZA (6 Mile Rd. at Newburgh)
LIVONIA+464-0766

Hours: Mon . Thues & Fri 10:9«Tues , Wed & Sat. 10-5-30
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The Classic

BENTWOOD ROCKER

The smoothly turned frame comes in walnut or natural

and the seat and back are cane. A large roomy

rocker-great for the whole family. It comes K.D. and is
easily set up.

Very Special, take with only $98

assembled and delivered $119

SALEENDS NOV. 3




