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Accused murderer takes stand

By JUDITH BERNE

An accused murderer has told a jury
he was unaware Donald and Mary Lou
Freedman were dead until he heard it
on television nearly 12 hours after the
stabbings.

Dorchester Harris is pleading self-
defense to two counts of first degree
murder in the March 13 slayings of the
West Bloomfield couple.

Harris, 47, of Detroit, took the stand
10 bis own defense at his jury trial in
Oakland County Circuit Court last
week.

Harris testified the sta“bings took
place following a disagreement over a
drug transaction. He further testified
that both he and Freedman went for a
knife during the argument. When Mrs.

Freedman tried to intervene, Harris
said he stabbed her.

The Freedmans were later found in
the living room by Mrs. Freedman’s 5-
year-old son. The bodies were bound at
the hands and feet with coat hangers.

*“I was scared to death. I was trying
to stay alive,” Harris testified. “I was
fighting for my life.”

man had hired men to kill him. He tes-
tified he went to the Freedman home
on Horseshoe Drive in an attempt to
get Freedman to call off the men.
Harris testified he owed Freedman a
$3,500 debt of someone whose credit
Harris had guaranteed. He went to the
Freedman home prepared to pay
$1,200 and make arrangements to pay
the i in three or four weeks.

Harris’s ly on a
taped recording of his confession made
by West Bloomfield police three days
after the killings. The tape was pre-

““He didn't agree to it,” said Harris.
While he was at the Freedman home,
Harris said, the telephone rang and he

sented earlier by the p:

Harris acknowledged he was a busi-
ness associate and friend of Freedman.
Harris said he sold cocaine sold for
Freedman and took a percentage for
his own use.

HARRIS SAID he believed Freed-

alleged said: “I got the
package, you're looking for. It's here.
Yoy can getit.”

“1 knew someone was coming for
me,” Harris said. “We ‘got street lan-
:guage. If it had been drugs, it wouldn't
have been ‘a package.’

When he got up to leave, Harris said.

Freedman attempted to detain him.
They started to grapple, both went for
the knife and Harris got there first, ac-
cording to Harris's testimony.

“HE'S PUSHING me back. I'm push-
ing him. I just give in. I beat him to the
knife,” Harris recounted. “Now I was
down. He was halfway on the couch. I
hit him with it (the knife).

“He calls out ‘Mary Lou, Mary Lou’
and all I know is Mary Lou is all over
me,” Harris testified. “I tussled her
over my shoulder. I hit her in the face.
Istuck her. :

“He rolled out on the other couch,
trying to get away. I hit him and that's
‘where Ileft him.”

Following the stabbings, Harris says
he bound the two with coat hanger wire
because “I wanted to keep Don from
opening the door. If the hired killers

in own defense

come he'll let them in,” Harris said.
“And I'll still be in the neighborhood.”

“They wasn't dead,” Harris testified.
“He was mumbling. He tried to keep
me from tying him up.”

HIS TESTIMONY contradicts testi-
mony by prosecution witness Oakland
County Chief Medical Examiner Dr.
Robert Sillery.

Sillery earlier testified bruises left
by the coat hangers on the forearms
and legs of both bodies show “in my
opinion the stab wounds would have oc-
curred after the coat hanger material
was used to bind the arms and legs.”

Sillery said the coat hangers would
not have bruised the couple if they
were bound after death because “bruis-
ing is a function of life; it doesn't occur
after death.”

He further testified there were no

“defensive wounds” on either body. He
referred to wounds inflicted in the

. course of a struggle that usually occur

around the hands.

THE TRIAL enters its third week
when it resumes Monday before Judge
William Beer.

Harris is expected to complete his
testimony and submit to cross exami-
nation, N

Attorneys for the two sides have
agreed to several facts that the jury
will not have to deliberate:

» Mrs. Freedman's §-year-old son,
Brian Glonka, was in the house at the
time of the slayings. He peeked into the
living room.

* At no time did Brian see Harris in
possession of a gun.

« The investigation determined
Freedman was a dealer in cocaine.
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ART QUIZ
A favorite portrait paiter of high saciety on bath sides
of the Atlantic in the years preceeding WWI was?
(a) Sergeant Sacio (c) Sergeant Bilco
(b) Sergeant Sheiver (d) John Singer Sargent
and bis works ae now currenily on exhibit at the
Detoit Institute of Arts.
Coreect answee: John Singer Sargent
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A totally
New Concept
in Car Care

Drop in today! See the fabulous new Spa we're in the process of building in the
Telegraph-12¥2 Mile area. Test actual full-size fitness and reducing equipment now
on display in our Preview Center on the site. Check all the important benefits you
will be enjoying soon in our new $1,000,000 Health Spa. See full color pictures of
our luxurious swimming pool, whirlpool, dry heat room, sauna’and beautifully ap-
pointed fitness areas with the finest equipment to help you achieve your goals.
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PROFESSIONAL AUTO MAINTENANCE

Enroll now while Phase 2 Charter Memberships are available!

Save 45/

... on Charter Preferred Renewable Memberships. Phase 2 charter renew-
able membership rates now average only $2.75 per week on 24-month pre-
opening special prepaid cash rate. Regular rate $5.00 average per week.

and shape up free!

In addition to money-saving rates,
you'll receive unlimited FREE use of
our other Spas until our new Tele-
graph Spa opens. This exclusive offer
available only to residents north of 8
Mile, west of an area within Ever-
green to 14 Mile to Woodward.

Free yourself from service appoiniments, wax
Jobs, transportation problems...P.A.M. takes care
of everything.

A Membership in P.A.M. entitles you to:

© You will get a coupon book which allows you one car wash per week
at participating car washes.

©® Onceevery 90days YOUR CAR IS PICKED UP cleaned
thoroughly and then returned to you. A complete clean up consists of:
the outside is washed, rubbed out, waxed and detailed; the engine is
degreased and washed; the interior is shampooed, vacuumed and the
windows cleaned; all the chrome is cleaned along with the vinyl tops
and whitewalls; the trunk is washed and vacuumed.

@ Twice a year your car’s oil and oii filters are changed. Also available to
you are our certified mechanics who can handle any of your
mechanical needs at a discounted price.

@ Discount rates are available to you through P.A.M. on all auto
accessories (i.e. body work, trim work, tires, pinstriping, etc.). After
any body work is completed on your car, it will be cleaned before it is
retumed to you. .

© AHOTLINE will always be open to handle any special problems that
might arise unexpectedly (i.e. spilled pop, fallout, etc, /D

CLIPOUT COUPON
Send your name and address for a complete analysis of your car needs. . . ) 1L
NAME ]
ciTy. STATE PHONE c———— ' . g ” ;
Send to: P.A.M., 744 Wirfg St., Plymouth - Phone 459-3794 1/ =
' Hours of operation-12to 3 30000 TELEFERIQI;;: eol\;D 12 /2 MILE .
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