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Barbara is determined to fight her own battles

Story: JEANNE WHITTAKER .

Bright eyed, pretty, just 21. What
more could a young woman ask for?

But this young woman also has a
handicap that sets her apart from other
healthy 21-year-olds and makes it im-
possible for her to fend for herself in a -
crowd, the market, or the job force.

Barbara Bell, and hundreds of others
like her, is facing the world with multi-
ple limitations due to birth defects. She
has much to offer but she can't get the
rest of us to slow down long enough to
accommodate the extra time it takes
her to get things done.

Baut that’s no reason to feel sorry for
Barbara.

She was having the time of her life
last week when she celebrated her
twenty-first birthday. Before her sat an
enormous confection of chocolate ice
cream, whipped topping and other as-
sorted gooey goodies. Nearby, gift
wrapped packages lay within reach as
were the closest friends she has.ever
known.

“Fm so happy I'm gonna bust,” she
shouted with abandon. “T'm gonna bust.
It's my twenty-first birthday and I'm
gonna celebrate.”

SUSAN PUTNAM is a Birmingham

mother, a parfime teacher,.and a vol-
unteer with the Association for Retard-
ed Persons of Oakland County. She is
Barbdra's advocate. For the past six
months Barbara has been her protege.
Unlike many persons with multiple
impairments, Mrs. Putnam said, Bar-

-bara is one of the lucky ones. She has

been able to remaln at home with her
own family in spite of being unable to
read or write. And though she is de-
pendent on others for almost all her
physical needs, she receives ample
amounts of loving care. .

. “But, just how much can a motner be
pected to do?” Mrs. Putnam asks.
/ith other children in the home there
just isn’t the time or the ability for her
mother to take care of all Barbara's
needs.”

“So, she said, proyiding the extra pair
of hands that help Barbara move about
the community is her job.

“We plan our schedule week by
week, which might mean going to a
grocery store; my house-for dinner, or
a fast food restaurant. The Pizza Hut is
Barbara's favorite place. I supplement
the care that she gets.at home by get-
ting her out, éxposing her to places she
wouldn't otherwise be able to go.”

The relationship between the two
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‘women is one of about 24 active match-
es which the ARC currently fosters in
QOakland County. It was initiated, Bar-
bara explained, at her.own request.

An unabashed optimist, Barbara
said, “I have three brothers; so I decid-
ed that it would be nice to have a big
sister to go shopping, or bowling, or
just have fun.” .

‘The first step, she said, was to dis-
cuss the matter with her social worker,
who relayed her request to the ARC. At
the same' time, Susan Putnam ap-
proached ARC to volunteer her time.

“I'read about the program in The Ec-
centric,” she said. “I had taught men.
tally impaired people before, Since my
own family is almost grown, it seemed
like an ideal project.” .

Unlike many matches, the pairing of
Barbara and Susan Putnam took less
than 24 hours to organize, Frequently,
Mrs. Putnam said, the wait for pairings
is much longer.

Within a week the two met for an
after school snack during which Mrs.
Putnam discovered that Barbara was
making her first visit to a fast food res-
taurant.

“The minute I met Sue,” Barbara
said, “I knew we would be good friends,

because she isn't 5o hard to know.”

PART OF the experience, Mrs, Put-
nam said with a chuckle, has been
learning how to put a bridle on Barba.
ra’s enthuslasm. .

“I've always said whatever you feel
like doing, do it,” Barbara explained
with enthusiasm, “I believe that you
ought to go out and live it up once in
awhile.”

' Mrs. Putnam said she has never
heard Barbara complain. “She really
looks forward to whatever we do. We
do a lot of individual things, and there
are lots of activities which the ARC
plans for the whole groiip.

“Normally we meet at the Birming-
ham Unitarian'Church, but there have
been pienics at private homes, and
once we had a bingo party which Bar-
bara won. .

“Then there was an outing at a bowl-
ing alley with facilities for the im-
paired. Barbara found that one for us,”
Mrs. Putnam added.

SINCE they have been together Bar-
bara’s confidence and ability to live
within the community has increased by
measurable amounts. Though she wiil
never be’ able to venture out on her

own, she is able to make decisions for
herself, communicate what she wants
with conviction, and /help organize
what they will do whet they are togeth-
er. .

She has also begun to make decisions
about how she will spend the $20 per
month that she earns in the Oakland
Training Institute’s sheltered work-
shop. J
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NOTICE OF FILING OF
APPLICATION FOR MERGER

‘This is to Inform the public that under Section 563.22 of the Rules and Regulations for
Insurance of Accounts, the Detroit & Northern Saviags Association, Hancock,
Michigan, and the First Farminglon Savings and Loan Association, Farmington, Michigan
bave filed an application with the Federal Home Loan Bank Board for permission to
increase its Insurable accounts, Detroit & Northern Savings & Loan Association to be the
resulting association, operating under the same name. The resulting association ntends to
have its home office at 400 Quincy Street, Hancock, Michigan and to maintain all
present branch offices at the following locations: 1133 Griswold Street, Detroit; 8500
Greenfield, Detroit; 18211 West McNichols Road, Detroit; 2325 Ludington
Street, Escanaba; 4310 Detroit Street, Flint; 529 Harrison Street, Flint;
11506 South Saglnaw Road, Grand Blanc; 19307 Mack Aveaue, Grosse Pointe Woods; 1000
South Carpenter Averue, Iron Mountaln; 141 South Main Street, Romeo; 33408 West Five
Mile Road, Livonia; 26681 Hoover Road, Warren; 8424 East Twelve Mile Road, W
2270 East Sixteen Mile Road, Sterling Heights; 727 South State Road, Davisor; 1559 East
Pierson Road, Flushing; 200 East Spruce Street, Sault Ste. Marie; 26899 West Five Mile
Road, Livonia; Highway US, 41 West, Marquette; 1015 Tenth Avenue, Menominee; G 6120
Fenton Road, Flint; 6006 North Sheldon Road, Canton; Hickory Street and Highway US.
41, Ishpeming; 22725 Orchard Lake Road, Farmington; Genesee Road, North of Richfield
Road, Flint; and 211 South Suffelk Street, Ironwood.

Any person may file a written communication in favor or protest of the application.
Communications may be based on but are pot limited to the record of performance of any
invalved institution in helping to meet the credit needs of its local communities. Four
capies must be submitted to the Supervisory Agent, located at the Federal Home Loan
Bank of Indianapolis, 2900 Indiana Tower, One Indiana Square, Indianapolis, Indiara,
45204 by November 11, 1979, An additional 20 days to submit comments may be obtained
by filing a written requect with the Supervisary Agent by November 11, 1879, The
application and all communleations so filed will be available for inspection by any
perssan at the Federal Home Loan Bank of Indianapolis unless application information is
excepted by law from public disclosure.

First Farmington Savings and Loan Association Farmington, Michigan
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The 6-step procedure actually pen-
etrates deep into the pores of the
paint, removing dirt and grime,
cleaning away the dull film of oxy-
dation. The fresh, clean surfaceis
then burnished to a deep rich lust-
raus glow - brighter than even the
original showroom shine. And
seals it with a super-hard, crysta!
clear protective plating that lasts
almost indefinitely. System 6
rounds out Tuff-Kote Dinol's car
protection capabilities. It's {45t the
kind of product and service you'd
expect from the
world’s largest
rustproofer.
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Largest
Automotive
Rustproofer.
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I's  McCabe's wide
experience that enables
our staff members to
provide the knowledge-
able counsel that has
guided families through
the maze of ﬂueslions
and difficult decisions
for over eight decades.
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McCABE

funeral home

since 1893

31950 12 MILE RD., FARMINGTON, MICH.

Phone: 553-0120

DETROIT LOCATION:

18570 GRAND RIVER AVE  Phone 836-3752

D McCABE, Director

EDWARD P. DEWAR, General Manager
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Invest $10,000, that's the mini-
mum, in a Michigan Money
Market Certiticate and earn
$616.42 In just 182 days at this
week's rate of 12.193% annual
interest rate, that's an effective

%616.42

Thesa rates are effective Nov. 1-7, 1979, and are subject to change upon
renewal. Federal regulation requires substantial penalty for early
. withdrawl.

PLUS BONUS INTEREST
Plus, each month we'll automatically transfery~
our money market certlficate interest to a
5 %% passbook- savings account compoun-
dedcontinuously. You'll earn extra Interest an
your Interest.

PLUS SATURDAY BANKING
Full Service All Day 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. ..
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