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Recent red release
attaining popularity

Incredible as it may seem, less than
15 years ago there wasn't a California-
released wine under the varietal name
Petite Sirah.

In that short time it has attained a
fairly significant status.

It wasn't until the 1964 crush that
James Concannon decided to release
the wine under ils own name, rather
than blend it in with others in jug re-
leases. Lee Steward of Souverian
quickly followed suit and today more
than 60 wineries issue it each year.

Its origins as a grape variety are
cloudy. The presently popular clone
now commonly used is probably not in
the family of grape used in the Rhone
Valley as previously believed.

Rather, research suggests its origins
are in the Duriff grape, one held in rel-
atively low esteem in Europe. The
great red Rhones come from a grape
related to the present California Syrah,
of which there is precious little in the
ground.

Only Joseph Phelps presently issues
one, and it tastes distinctly different
than most Petite Sirahs. To further
confuse us, some vintners release a
Petite Syrah, but that is doubtless a
mere affectation.

Origins and spelling aside, the most
interesting aspect is the taste. Here the
grape is grown and finished in remark-
ably varying styles.

When grown in the warm valley re-
gions of California, it produces a light,
gentle and, at best, elegant wine of lit-
tle aging potential.

When grown in the cooler climates of
Napa, Sonoma and Monterey it produc-
es a most awesome and mouth-filling
wine, one requiring considerable aging
before it is truly ready to drink. In this
sense it is remarkably like a Zinfandel,

that grape also being highly influenced
by its growing conditions and the inten-
tions of the winemaker.

As is common among winemakers,
the labels afford no information as to
the style of wine inside the bottle. The
consumer is left in uncertainty when
looking over a merchant’s shelves. So,
a guide is in order.

Ta lighten the task, the Phelps is not
yet available in Michigan.

When it is, it will be a whopper. At
least, all of his releases after the initial
1974 have been. The original wasn't too
successful.

Presently on the shelves in Michigan,
or soon to be, are the following “big”
style, all generally requiring at least
five years or more aging beyond the
vintage dates they carry. Burgess Cel-
lars (Napa), Calloway (Temecula) —
perhaps the biggest of all, Dry Creek
{Sonoma), Fetzer “Special Reserve”
(Mendocino), Ridge (Napa grapes) and
Stag's Leap Vineyards (Napa).

Middle of the road, requiring three to
five years aging, are Mondavi (Napa)
and Parducci (Mendocino).

Lighter releases, ready to drink at
purchase, include Concannon (Liver-
more), " Inglenook (Napa), Mirassou
(Santa Clara-Monterey), Sonoma Vine-
yards (Sonoma) and Souverain (Sono-
ma).

Indeed, to get the full fruit effect of
young and light Petite Sirah, try Miras-
so’s Petite Rose, to my knowledge the
only winery to make a rose exclusively
from this grape.

Petite Sirah, Petite Syrah, Duriff or
Syrah, this is a wine for the lover of red
wines. Generally priced about en a
level with Zinfandel, most of them are
at least semi-affordable and findable.

Ethan Allen Recliner Sale!

Ready for Holiday Delivery!

Upright

Regularly 279 to *431%

Sale *2229*°to *379%

For reading, watching TV, o just plain telaxing, the soothing comfort of these handsome
Ethan Ellen Restocrat Recliners is hard to beat. Alf elfortlessly adjust to restful positions
for supreme relaxation... two af them rock as welll B and G are the famous Wall Hugger
styles hat tay wilhin 3inches of the wal. even whe 1l cectned. Enjoy these excellent
values...SAVE UP TQO §74 PER RECLINER!

A. Available in beige/brown stripe

8. Inchoice of sust tweed or Herculon stripe
C. Available ingold/brown plaid

D, Available in brown tweed

E Available in tan o rust vinyl
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A textured story told in
warm wool tweed. The coat
and fringed scarf are in
black and white, cuffed in
black velvet. Black velvet
appears again as piping on
the three-piece suit, in

red and black tweed.
Matching check blouse is
acetate/polyamide.
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All it takes is simple

selection and repetmon of..

the magic words:

DITTRICH.DITTRICH.DITTRICH .;

Mr. Kenneth Wagner will have
his entire designer collection
reduced 30%.

Plus...

The Oscar de la Renta,
Zandra Rhodes and all i
other designer furs will be &

priced at least 25% off.

~
Bloomfield Hills (Nov. 5 & 6)
1515 N. Woodward, 642-3000
Mon. & Tues.: 9:30-5 pm
{Closed Wednesday Nov. 7)

Starts Thursday in Detroit
i

*Over 350 furs will be priced from %-% off.
Fur.products labafed to show country of origin of Imported furs.

By

“MAGIC MONEY"
Save an additional $40.00 with this coupon
4 on a purchase of $750 or more during
. Dittrich’s up to Y2 Off Fur Enchantment.

(Limit one coupon per purchass)
(Explres 11/11/79) ES
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