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Class A grid playoff features SMA powers

By DENNIS O'CONNOR

You could see the excitement in his

eyes.
Although he realizes his football
team is one of the luckiest state-quali-
fying squads in the history of the
playoffs, coach John Finlayson couldn't
help but speak confidently as his unpre-
dictable and always exciting Blue Jays
prepare for quarterfinal action against
league rival Hazel Park.

“T know we're going to give 120 per-
cent,” said the Jays' coach about the
Southeastern Michigan Association re-
match which starts at 1:30 p.m. Satur-
day at Pontiac's Wisner Stadium.

“It won't be because we're not going

to try. Our kids don't give up. There's
pride and determination going on both
sides.”

Southfield, 8-1, is the surprise Class
A team to join the elite eight in the
chase for the state title. The Jays, no
better than fifth in their region going
into the final week of action, saw three
of the four teams ahead of them lose
their final games — opening the gate
for their “second season."”

This marks the first-time ever in the
five-year history of the playofis that
two teams from the same league quali-
fy for the post-season event. Hazel
Park, also 8-1, was the only team to
defeat Southfield during the season, as_
both squads finished first and second,

respectively, in the SMA.

Finlayson downplays the revenge
factor of this game, although he would
like to erase the memory of that 21-14
setback on the seventh week of the sea-
son.

His first concern, however, is getting
his team physically ready for the
game.

Quarterback Pat Charette, who was
originally hurt in the Hazel Park game
and missed the second half because of
bruised ribs, is now nursing a strained
knee. He only saw action in overtime of

“I don't think we've played very gnod

ball the last few weeks,” he sajd.:’

“We've been playing hurt physically *
and mentally in the last few weeks.

“But now we're got a second chance
to redeem ourselves.”

THE JAYS have been billed all sea-
son as the “big play" team, character-
istic of the way their offense has ex-
ploded and come back in many situa-
tions when they've been behind.

“That’s why we get the reputation of
a big-play team. Were opponnmsts
and we take ad

the Jays’ 22-21 victory over
Lathrup last Friday.

So Finlayson will use the extra day
of a rest to his team’s advantage.

coach said.
“We've been criticized . . . about
how we're the big-play team. We've

It’s Stevenson versus Niles

Livonia Stevenson football coach
Jack Reardon has taken a low-key ap-
proach this week while preparing the
Spartans for their clash with Niles 7:30
p-m. Friday in a Class A state playoff
quarterfinal.

The game will be played at Shadford
Field in Ypsilanti. To get there, take I-
275 south to 1-94 wesl. Get off 1-94 at
the Michigan Avenue Exit (181 B).
Drive right on Michigan to Hewitt
Road. Turn left on Hewitt Road and go
to Packard. Go right on Packard one
block to the field.

The Spartans, winners of eight
games in a row after a season-opening
loss, will match their 8-1 record
against Niles’ 9-0.

“We're not changing anything,"”

Reardon said of his week of prepara-
tion. “We don't want the kids to be all
uptight. We're not going to do anything
different. We want to have fun and to
play a good football game. The season
is over. This (playoffs} is supposed to be
gravy now.”

Stevenson has not reached its peak
this season, according to Reardon. In
fact, the veteran coach says he isn't
sure know how well his charges can re-
ally perform.

“We're a good football team. I don't
know how good we're going to be yet,
but we're getting better all the time,”
said Reardon.

Just how good has Stevenson been?

Consider that the Spartans have won
four consecutive Inter-Lakes League

CC playoff bound

The only thing the Catholic Central-
Dearborn Fordson football playoff en-
counter needs to be a Hollywood
screenplay is for Frank Merriwell to
win the game on a 107-yard intercep-
tion afterregulation time expires.

Everything else about the game is
pure storybook.

The number one and two ranked
teams in Class A will match forces Sat-
urday at Birmingham Groves High
School. Game time is 1:30 p.m. Groves
is located on 13 Mile Road, just west of
Evergreen Road.

For a tension-filled matchup, for a
game with the utmost fan interest, and
for just a sheer powerful pairing, you
couldn’t have written a better script
then the Shamrocks vs. the Tractors.

‘The numbers tell it all.

Fordson, $-0, rated number one in
Class A, (or number two, depending on
who you talk to) outscored opponents
300-31. That’s just the beginning.

It's always a football hotbed for the
Tractors. Coach Charles Jestice has a
super 61-14 overall record in his 10th
year at the helm of Fordson. This
year’s crop of players is second to
none.

The Tractors run a winged I-forma-
tion offense, which is spearheaded by
senior tailback Eddie Guido. Guido, a
three-year starter, scored an imposing
19 touchdowns and gained 1,035 yards.
Blocking back Mike McGowan's 10
TD’s were in the shadow on this team.

John Gross, a senior, is the quarter-
back. He had a pass-completion rate of
60 percent and threw for 11 touch-
downs. His favorite target is end Dino
Berri, a senior, who nabbed seven
touchdown passes.

Plowing out the holes on the line are
tackle Randy Davis, another senior and
three-year starter, and guard Alan
Preis,

The defense allowed only one touch-

#*******’(**’H%*ﬂ****ﬂ*ﬁ* '

iSAVE ., 25%:

ON Y.OUR FUEL BILLS
erm
THERMALLY ACTUATED VENT DAMPER

The VW saved millions of Americans millions
of dollars on gasoline. Now the Ameri-therm
Vent Damper is going to solve a home heating &
problem tnai will save millions of Americans

meri-th

millions of dollars.

American Gas Assoclation Design Certified -It's been proven for more
thah 10 terrible winters in over 2-miltlon instajlations in Europe. And
it’s backed by a 5-year limlted warranty from one of the best knuwn
names [n the heating industry, American Metal Products. Co. Th
sooner you call, the sooner you start keeplng your gas costs from
going through the roof. And while you're at it, ask us how an
AMERI-THERM VENT DAMPER on your water hsa!er can raduce your
hsallng bills, too. Available in sizes 3" - 4" - 5 - 6"

Anchor &2

Heating & Air Conditioning
13191 Wayne Road
522-3007

All sheet metal fabrication
available at our shop!!
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down pass all year. That occurred on
the last play of the regular season
against Dearborn Edsel Ford. Ron Has-
sen, Guido and McGowan man the sec-
onda

championships. The have won 20 com-
ference games in a row.

The '79 team set school records for
most points in a single season (244),
most yards rushing in a season (1,845)
and most team interceptions in a sea-
son (20).

All of that was accomplished with
the starters sitting out much of the
time due to the one-sidedness of some
of the scores.

The Spartans crushed Milford Lake-
land 51-7, Waterford 38-13, Flint
Northwestern 26-0, Farmington 37-6,
and Livonia Churchill 37-7.

The average score of a Stevenson
game this season was 27-8.

‘The Spartans have been led by David
Hall, who plays quarterback and safe-
ty. Don Hauck has supplied the ball-
carrying muscle at tailback. Cap
Pethers and Rick Arnold have been fa-
vorite pass receivers of Hall.

Jack Snyder has set a schoo] single-
season pass interception record with
eight.

Stevenson has proved itself on both
sides of the scrimmage line.

“We've been playing awful good de-
fense,” said Reardon. “The reason our

rushing game is so good is that our de-
fense has been so tough. Other teams
haven't had the ball much. We've had
good ball control.”

As good as the Spartans are, they
will have to be ready for a serious chal-
lenge from Niles, which has lost only
one game during the last two seasons.

The Vikings are led by quarterback
Ken Gourlay, who is a three-year regu-
lar. He has been injured, but is expect-
ed to startFriday.

Poncho Hankerson, Niles’ tailback,
has run for 1,041 yards this fall. He
also throws on a halfback-option pass
which the Vikings like to use in tight
situations.

Hankerson has completed seven of
eight throws and five have res lled in
touchdowns. !

Todd “Zimmerman has caught 13
passes this season for 190 yards,

Niles, which uses the I-form;
a run-oriented team.

Defensively, the Vikings line up In a
5-2. Two of their bigger defensive play-
ers are Kevin Knoll, a 6-3, 215-pound
linebacker, and Don Rutkowski, 2 6-2,
235-pound tackle.

The key to Fordson's 52
defense is linebacker Steve Krumins,
the leading defensive point-getter for
the Tractors. Nose-guard Mike Hardin
glves Fordson its third three-year
starter. Ends Mark Lytwyn and Mark
Rowe are outstanding, Lytwyn led
Fordson in quarterback sacks.

Of the aforementioned players, only
McGowan and Lytwyn are juniors. The
senior-laden team matches up perfect-
ly with CC.

THE SHAMROCKS of coach Tom
Mach are enjoying their best season in
years: They are unbeaten in nine
games.

Fresh off their first Catholic League
championship in 19 years, the Sham-
rocks had to be up every week for a
super tough schedule. Not much more
can be pointed out about CC that hasn’t
already been said.

Beating Flint Southwestern, Ypsilan-
ti, Bloomfield Hills Andover, Birming-
ham Brother Rice, Harper Woods
Notre Dame and Detroit DeLaSalle
was no small accomplishment.

The Shamrocks love to control the
ball and the clock, Their offense is tops
at grinding it out. Their defense has not
been scored upon in the last four
games.

Aaron Roberts, Mike Lewis, Pat
Moug, Dave Yudasz and Tim Geran.all
won all-Catholic recognition. Roberts
led CC rushers with 1,005 yards in '79.
Lewis, a three-year starter at quarter-
back, is the heart and soul of Shamrock
pride.

After the brutal schednle, Fordson is
regarded as just another hurdle to the
boys on Breakfast Drive.
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classes

* THEORY & HARMONY -

GOOD NEWS!

The Detrolt Community Music School
Is now just 10 minutes from down-

» ORFF SCHULWERK PRE-MUSICIANSHIP ~ (pre-school
and elsmentary) A fun and Imaginative program designed by noted
composer Carl Orff to introduce rhythm, melody and other basic music
concepts, Highly bensficial to further instrument study.

SUZUKI VIOLIN - (pre-schoolibeginning) Chiidren as young as 4
*  are taught to play the violin using techniques adapted from the Japa

CONTEMPORARY GROUP PIANO -
adults) Techniques daveloped by Dr. Robert Pace utilize group Inleresi
and achlevement to stimulate leaming.

» BRASS & WOODWINDS - private lessons and beglnmng

» Small ensembles, studio classes, student/faculty recital series.

DETROIT COMMUNITY MUSIC SCHOOL

1050 East Square Lake Road
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48013

Located at the Bloomfleld Hiils Academy
Square Lake Road at Squirrel
Sesslons begin February 12-June 16 (18 weeks)

Applicant

For lnlmhcn regarding schedu!lng and fees, please call

N

(Pre-school ‘o

Children to adults,

joant ntretew foquied
831-2870

had to win four of five g ‘games (with the
big glay) and we've beaten some pretty
good teams.

“The only team we've come up short
(against) was Hazel Park, And I'm not
so sure if Pat.Charette was in there, if
we would have come up short.

“He'll play — knowing him,” Finlay-
son said;about his quarterback’s physi-
cal condition. “He's a super kid, and
he’s our leader. He sets the example,
and that’s why we've been so success-

ful. Hc has mental and physical tough-
ness.”
The fact remains, however, that
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Hazel Park dominated play against the
Jays in the first meeting of the two
schools.

And the Jays gave the Vikings one
touchdown toward the end of the first
half, fumbling on their own seven-yard
line, setting up a go-ahead touchdown.

“We've got to control the ball bet-
ter,” Finlayson said. “They, (Hazel
Park) had 20 more plays (in the first
game). We had only 13 plays at half-
time, and we still should have gone in
(at halftime) 7-7. Defensively, that was
our poorest game.”
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The 1980 Concord goes
a long way ‘without
stopping tor a drink.

Based on EPA esnmales,
Concord's 22-gallon gas tank lets
it go 484 Miles.
WI"I extras ke
no extra cos
« individual reclining seals.
*Quartz digital clock: <" "
 Full vinyl roof.;

* Exclusive Zi eban factory rust
protecuon
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@ The.only fult five-year

No Rust-Thru Warranty™

(and it's transferable).”"

* The AMC Buyer Protection
Plan*—with the industry’s only full
12-month/12,000-mile warranty.
* And many more.

+22 EPA estimate mpg. 30 highway estimate.
Use these figures for comparison. Your range
and mileage may vary due to driving speed,
‘weather conditions and trip fength, Actual
highway mileage will probably be fess. Range
supariorlly may be due lo greater economy or
tank capacity.

**Aluminized exhaust system coveresonty by
Buyer Protection Plan. See WMC
dealer for details.

Zabartis a registared trademark of Ziobar
International Corporatiar

American Motors
71 Concord

Built for today.
Built to last for tomorrow.

See all four-Ezgle, Spi, Concord and Pacér—at,

DEALER IMPRINT

tised is. fu he car |Ilusxrated and that any_| expensesnnt included are
ck for local laws or regulanuns whmh may affect price advertising.




