- Hustrator relaxes
with little monsters
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But when his family moved to Hawaii,
he became a 1950s-style “juvenile del-
inquent” — drinking beer, smoking cig-
arettes and greasing his hair.
“We broke into houses — but always
a friend’s house,” recalls Mayer, who
immediately returned to the straight-
and-narrow when he was given a pro-
bation officer.
He laughs when he tells the story,
then adds it's really kind of a “sad”
' commentary.
“Kids today are really smart, but
they told me I would go to jail and I
- believed it.
“Compared to what happeus to kids
today, I wasn’t in that much trouble.”
After graduating from high school,
..where he was one of the “two best
- drawers in the class,” he studied for a
year at Honolulu Academy of Arts, He
was interested in book illustration, and
his teacher said he'd be good at it, but
. discouraged him saying there wasn't
any money in it.

. “ITLOOKED like an awful lot of fun
1 to me,” said Mayer, “better than going
into some ivory tower and creating a
eanvas.”

The teen headed for New York City

 where he lied his way into the Art Stu-
dents League of New York. After
studying there for three months, he
dropped out and sold vacuum cleaners,
food plans and fire alarms until landing
a job-as assistant art director for an
3 advertising agency.
He said he was “just wandering
< around bumping into walls” for two
% years until he went to see a Harper and
3 Row editor with a manila envelope full
< of drawings. She encouraged him to
write a book, which became his word-
3 less “A Boy, a Dog and a Frog.” That
big success was in 1967. He was even
invited to join the Authors Guild, an
honor which stilt makes him chuckle.

“I decided I had to write a book with
words in it to become an author.”

“THERE'S A Nightmare in my Clos-
et” followed in 1968. He still runs into
1 people who tell him he book helped a
3 child deal with fear of the dark.

+ "I became amazed that a book like
1 that could do that,” said Mayer, who
* was just following his editor’s advice
+ that he write from his own experience.
+ "I wish I'd had the books as a child, but
% I had to live through it to write about

3 it

He decided to invent fantastic crea-
ures because children have “such won-
derful imaginations.” One thing led
another.

s
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1 A “looking foreward to the holidays"
« workshop will be offered by the Bir-
3 mingham Bloomfield Art Association
3 on Nov. 28, 29, 30. Artist Jo Snyder will
3 conduct the class on silk screening holi-
w day cards.
§  Several new classes will be offered
+ during the winter term. A survey of
 photography will offer a historical look
: at the technological and aesthetic de-
§ velopment of photography as a fine art
medium.

Leslie Masters is the instructor for a
film series which deals with nationally
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4 Beautiful Store with Beautiful Furniture

MICHIGAN’S LARGEST
PENNSYLVANIA HOUSE DEALER

 Americas most distinguished traditional furniture

20292 Middlebelt Rd. (south of Eight Mie)
Livonia
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This loveable monster is from the cover of “Lit-
tle Monster’s Counting Book” by Mercer Mayer.
Mayer, author-illustrator of childrens’ books, says
he relaxes by creating monsters like this one. The
monster appears in other hooks, including *“Little
Monster at School,” “Little Monster at Home" and
“Little Monster’s Alphabet Book.”
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emotions and excitement, planning and wish-
ing. At the Troy Hilton Inn, our banquet
professionals understand this, We work hard
to make everyone at your party comfortable
sa they can truly enjoy themselves. For
receptions from 10 to 1,000 people, our spe-
cial wedding banquet packages can help you
create a memorable wedding celebration.
Call our banquet professionals at
(313) 583-9000, extension 1485 and
let us show you
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Maple Rd. at Stephenson Hyvy.
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His stories have animals with silly
names, lots of rhyme and even a little *
political satire (which he loves), As the
animals chase each other they pass
road signs advertising “Everything un-
der the Sun” and a boulder labeled “100
percent pure rock.”

There are many reférences to “Is-
land Joe” whom Mayer contends is
“buying up the world.”

He whips out a Diners Card which
dubs him the “Grand Muck of Island
Joe Ltd. AIR (Artist-i i

Barb’s Beauty Shop

Special Grand Opening Prices

Style Cut & Blowdry .
Shampoo & Set . .
thru 11.25
28221 Greening
Farmington Hls.

call now for appt.

626-6568

Although his dream was to get to the
Big Apple, New York City didn't agree
with him. Now be lives in the country
at Bridgewater, Conn. with his wife, Jo,
son, Len, 7, and dog, Sam. He glows
when he talks about his son, who likes
all his books.

Mayer works six to eight hours a day
in his studio. He recently spent a year
there working on a new book “East the
Sun, West the Moon.”

He feels the book is a “real artistic
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achievement, which has to stand as a P 85670 el
piece of literature.”

But it took a lot out of him and now
he's relaxing with “Little Monster”
who has a bigger audience than the
‘more demanding books. .
"Not everyone likes “Beauty and the H
Beast,” adds Mayer, who tries to bal- |
ance his work so he doesn’t wear him- ¥
self out. “But everyone — except real
stuffed shirts — likes Little Monster. ATMOSPHERE ON A BUDGET
MAYER IS concerned about the im- | There’s One Near You!
pact his books have on children. He FARMINGTON HILLS °
feels they are being “terribly de- ‘\@g\ 38350 W, TENMILE 4,
stroyed. We're feeding them a constant ot ONE BLOCK WEST Lo, W
diet of garbage.” \.0““ "’“.’1‘2&?}' Ve oc"’b
But he really writes for himself — ?
and the child in him. SOUTHFIELD LIVONIA BELLEVILLE
“Vour response o childrenis s i [SNMERS  ssvimten memyien
ited as you are,” said the author. He |wKAMARTPLAZA  INKMAATPLAZA  INK-WARY PLAZA
adds that children's books are kind of a staoes g ot
“magical field.” bt
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child yourself you always have to think
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diamonds, fine jewelry and estates.

" IMMEDIATE.CASH!

OF SELLING YOUR JEWELRY?

34 Years experience in the purchase of

ROBERT GALE, inc.
Fine, fuolrsy
725 S. Adams, at 14% Mile
Birmingham
644-8850
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y HANDCRAFTED JEWELRY i
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Discover the Many Shades of Gold...  §
The Shimmering Greens in 20 and 21 Karats:
Rose Golds in 16 or 19. . .Yellows from Brassy
through Beige. Each is subtly different, each
beautifully distinctive.
We alloy our own colors of gold to comple-

ment a specific stone or design. . .that's what
handcrafted jewelry is all about.
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Refuge for the spirit...enticement
to enter your private world. The
common denominator of the Afterhours
Coliection is comfort. Leisure wear
you'll love slipping into and of
such varied aspect...from sport
loungers to entertaining elegants
to sleeptime cuddlers. You'll see
soft textures, quilting, shine,

color brights and iustrous

deep tones, informally modeled

on Thursday, November 15 from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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an elephant could walk through that
wall,” he explained, pointing across the
room.

“Because it can. That's what upsets
adults.”

Since the book market for children is
as “small as the potato chip business,”
he also throws in things — like Island
Joe — that parents will enjoy reading
too.

“Parents buy books. You have to
reach the child and the grownup,” he
said, .

“And if youwre successful, yowll
bring out the child in the grown-up.”

known contemporary painters and a
class in conjunction with the film se-
ries. An open studio will be available
for advanced students working inde-
pendently. Their work will be critiqued
by three faculty members. There will
be a class in cliche verre, a printing
technique using photographic repro-
ducing methods. Sue Hertzel will teach
the class.

The winter term will run from Jan,

7-March 15. For further information
call 644-0866.
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Since 1937

Explore the elegant
effects of precious
metal jewelry.

Here, a bouquet of rose
accessories. But one idea
from Ciani, the creator of
beautiful and coordinated
accents. Rosalind Arbuckle,
Regional Fashion Coordinator
for-Ciani, will be here on
Thursday, November 15

from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. with
many more thoughts for you,
and answers. Ask her what
you will about jewelry of
precious metal, its worth

in real and esthetic senses.
Then have her assistance
while you accessorize your
wardrobe for this season

with exquisite touches.
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