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Central handles Fordson in grid playoff

By DAVE SCHWARTZ

Dearborn Fordson may have the Trac-
tors, but the Mach trucks of Catholic Cen-
tral prevalled

CC showed a packed house at Birming-
ham Groves High School the meaning of
football domination, with a stunning 26-8
quarterfinal win over previously undefeat-
ed Fordson, ranked as everybody’s number
one team in Class A.

The Shamrocks showed what they
thought of the ratings and totally subdued
the Tractors, holding them to 88 yards total
offense, and a mere eight in the second half,
So it’s keep on trucking for coach Tom

Mach's boys, who will return to Groves next
weekend for the semifinals against Hazel
Park.

The game was billed as a dream
matchup, the high school game of the year.
1t was everything they said it would be, and
more.

Fordson showed people why it was so
highly regarded, scoring first. Ed Guidot
picked off a Mike Lewis pass and rambled
30 yards down to the CC 41. On the second

At first, CC had its troubles, but subse-
quent events took all the juice out of the
Tractors. John Utter. started the turn of
events by intercepting a pass, giving the
Shamrocks the ball near midfield.

On fourth down and one, at the Fordson
41, Mach called timeout. The resulting play
fooled everybody in the stadium and
changed the tide in favor of the Blue and
White. Lewis dropped back and hit end Bill
Matthews on a fly patterthfor a 40-yard

play of the second quarter,
John Gross sneaked in from the one-yard
line, and Fordson had drawn first blood. Af-
ter a penalty, Guido ran in a two-point con-
version for an 8-0 Fordson lead.

‘The try for two-points failed,

but CC was back in the ballgame.
When Fordson failed to move the ball, it
was sparkplug Lewis who broke the camel’s

back. He took the Tractor punt, made a
move on a Fordson defender that O.J.
Simpson would have been proud of, and was
off to the rddes for a 58-yard TD return.

The fired-up Shamrocks, spurred on by a
vocal throng of rooters in the full house,
almost got another score before the half,
but a host of penalties ended a sustained
march and kept the score 12-8.

Fordson, not used to being behind, lost its
poise in the second half, and the Shamrocks
blew down the doors.

Junior tailback Aaron Roberts, a running -
back with speed, guts and saavy, started the
third quarter off in grand style by breaking

a 64-yard touchdown run. Rick Micunek’s
kick gave the Shamrocks an 11-point mar-
gin.

Roberts, who gained 1,005 yards in the
regular season, classed his way for 132
yards against the Tractors, as CC rolled up
327 yards total offense. Sturdy running
mate Mike Renkiewicz added 82.

Meanwhile, Fordson's Guido, billed as the

" best running back in the state, was held to
just 13 yards. Guido added to Fordson’s
frustration by being ejected late in the third
quarter after hitting running back Utter af-
ter the whistle, and possibly seriously injur-
ing him.
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