‘Thursday, November 15, 1979

BY DAVE SCHWARTZ

AS you pull up on
Breakfast Drive in Red-
ford Township you see a
blue sign proclaiming:
“Catholic Central High
Sehaol, est. 1928, Basilian
Fathers.”

:I's the home of the
number-one rated foot-
ballteam in the state.

Things have changed at
this-institutiorl. The rem-
nanits of past times when
the school was on Outer
Driye in Detroit are all
bnt gone.

{ This is a special year
for coach Tom Mach's
Shamrocks. Oh, CC has
had-several good, if not
great, football teams in
the past. They've had the
Rudzinski brothers and
Alan Mitchell and other
famous grid names scat-
tered in there. ™

. But ask people about
Catholic Central's two
most famous athletes and
you-get the same answer
< Frank Tanana in base-
Yall and Tom Lagarde in
basketball.

CC has been known for

its ‘baseball, basketball,
wrestling and so on. The
football program has
never been hurting by
any’'means, but it is final-
ly emerging from the
shadows.
: Catholic League foot-
ball has usually been
dominated by Brother
Rice or an occasional
Harper Woods Notre
Dame. It's not that CC
wasn't tough. It's just
that people didn't realize
that Shamrock football
was equal to other CC
sports.

But not this year. It's
blue and white, fight,
fight, all the way to the
exclusive top of the Class
Aratings.

“Meet the Challange™
reads the slogan on the
CC football program.
They have, and how.

The Shamrocks, un-
defeated going into their
Class A playoff game
with Dearborn Fordson
last weekend, earlier
rolléd over tough Detroit
DeLaSalle at the Silver-
dome for their first Cath-
olic League champion-
ship since 1960.

“It's great that we're
finally getting some rec-
ognition,” said Mach, as
his Shamrocks serimm-
aged on the practice
field.

Mach doesn't look like'
your typical Catholic
League coach and the
Shamrocks don't look like
your typical Catholic
League team. Mach
{rhymes with sack) is
youthful, a man who it
would appear could still
go out and play football
with the kids and show
thém a few things.

His team is of surpris-
mgly average size as

football teams go. The
heaviest man on his
squad weighs only 210
pounds, a sharp contrast
from some other Catholic
League champions in the
past.

“There are many
teams bigger,” said
Mach, “and some with
more talent. But there’s
not any team, anywhere,
that ‘goes out there every
week and wants to play
like our kids.

“There's not a team in
the state that we're
afraid of. These kids
want to win. They have

the utmost confidence in "

themselves.”

Mach used the phrase
“the best” freely in de-
scribing his team, associ-
ates and fans. “My coach-
ing staff is the best
around,” he said. “We're
always prepared to play,
every week.

“I especially want to
credit our defensive coor-
dinator, Rick Coratti.
We've always had a great
defense and Rick does a
super job. The Catholic
League emphasizes de-
fense to a big degree,
every team.”

Mach also heaped
praise on the rest of his
staff — Dan Mach, Dan
Fortune, John Saiter, Jim
Gibbons, Tom Luchenbill
and Jim DeJaeger.

A walk-on defensive
back at Wayne State in
his college days, Mach
started his coaching ca-
reer as an assistant at
Southgate Aquinas. This
is his fourth year at CC.
He posted a gaudy 19-6
overall record in his first
three years.

“My goal when I ap-
plied for the job at CC
was to be competitive for
the state,” recalled Mach.
“I knew that CC was that
type of a school. They al-
ways want to be number
one.

“Our co-captains, Mike
Lewis, Pat Moug, Jim
Govan and Dave Yudasz,
provide us with a great
amount  of

best linemen in the Cath-
olic League.”

Aaron Roberts and
John Utter are stalwarts
in the Shamrock’s potent

running attack. Roberts,.

a tailback with sprinter's
speed, is only a junior.
Tim Geran, Pat Wheeker,
Mike Renkiewicz and Jim
Govan anchor the ultra-
tough defense.

But there are a host of
stars for CC. Mach
couldn't emphasize
enough the Shamrocks

thinking of football being
a team effort. And CC in-
deed looks and practices
like a team, and a special
team at that.

Players and coaches
combine to make a lively
practice where all partic-
ipate. The team feels that
the sacrifice of hard work
is well worth it.

“We play as tough a
schedule as anybody in
the state” said Mach.
“We found out what kind
of team we had early,
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We're a very close-knit
group. We never give up,
no matter what the situa-
tion.

“These kids all have
tremendous  attitudes,
just tremendous. We've

never had a discipline |

problem in the four years
that I've been here. The
kids go out there and do
their best every play, our
second and third guys, all
of them.”

The Shamrocks have
several stars in their run-
oriented, tough defense,
attack.

Quarterback Mike
Lewis is a three-year
starter. Not big for a QB,
Lewis is a leader, one of
the cogs that is responsi-
ble for CC's success.
Mach called Pat Moug
and Dave Yudasz “the

Gym J’s record
2nd straight win

: The Farmington YMCA Gym J's captured 19 of
20 events enroute to its second straight Class IIE
gymnastic meet win, 171.25-156.95, over the Port

Hui'un YMCA.

Kirsten Tomle in the 10-and-under and Katy Finn
in the 14-and-over won all five events in their age
groups. Holly Thurston was a winner in the uneven
paralel bars, floor exercise, vault and all-around in
the 10-12 age category, with teammate Lisa
Chalmers taking the balance beam.
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when we had to play Yp-
silanti and Flint
Southwestern back-to-
back.

“Ypsilanti is always
tough. They hit you hard.
We beat them and then
had to go up against
Flint. We were down 13-0
at the half. In the locker
room, we told them that
it was there, they had to
go out there and show
what kind of people we

had.
“Mike (Lewis) sat out

Prmim rcnd '

the first half. He was
sick. But he said he was
going to play the second
half, he went out there
and it gave us a tremen-
dous Lft. We dominated
the second half complete-
ly. That was a real char-
acter-builder.

“Every week is a big
one for us. We can never
let down. The Brother
Rice win was great, of
course. So was beating
Nogte Dame. Each week
was a big challenge.”

CC faced the possibility
of being excluded from
the playoffs. It would
have been a strange situ-
ation to have the number-
one team sit it out, but
that could have conceiva-
bly happened if Redford
Union hadn’t lost.

“All we could have
done was win nine games
and be the Catholic
League champions,” ex-
plained Mach. “That was
our goal from the begin-
ning of the year.
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The (playoff) system
had already been set up.
We knew that. Maybe it
isn't the best em. but
it's what we've got until
somebody decides on
something else.

“The Catholic League
has a disadvantage in the
playoffs. We've only got
four Class A teams.”

Mach summed up his
feelings and the feclings
of the program that is at
the top of the list in Mich-
igan.

Catholic Central gridders hit the big time

1f you tell the kids that
discipline and character
are important, then you
go out and lose, theyll
stop listening. That's why
I'm lucky. I've got a
great group of kids to be
associated with. I can’t
give them enough credit.

“They believe in them-
selves, Saying you do is
one thing, but these kids
actually do.

“To us, winning is sec-
ondary to the kids them-
selves.”
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CABINETS

~ In the 12-14 years old competition, Jill Birsa fin-
ished first in the bars, beam, floor exercise and all-
amund and was second in the vault:

: The Gym J's swept the top three places in seven
nf the 20 events and the top two in four more. ClEARANCE PRICED'

: : - : MASONITE PRE-FINISHED
. 3 HARDBOARD PANELING
Local drivers

%' —4x8 DARK WALNUT  $4°5
Jjoin road rally

Va" — BLEACHED WALNUT 3493
—'B’ GRADE, MINOR DEFECTS WHICH
X ARE NOT READILY NOTICED
Three Rochester area drivers were
among the finishers in the Press On Re-
gargless Raily, Nov. 2 and 3 in the Up-
eninsula.

INTERIOR
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. —Movable Loavers
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FULL %" PANELING

perScolt Harvey, of Oakland Township,
"~ placed second in the rally. Larry
*  Schmidt, of Rochester, finished third.
Michael Beel, of in Rochester, was the
22nd finisher.
‘The 600-mile raily began and ended MT. 18
in Houghton. Drivers from around the ? - S "'“l’“':l“""s uavl?vlfu‘nvu uﬁﬁmvlﬂ‘ln
U.S. and Canada competed. The winner : v Y E oot Cors Are. a - bor
was a driver. from Langley, British Col- . - 2 469-2300 739-7463 937-9111
umbia. The Sport Car Club of America YPSULANTL WATERFORD TWP. | - BRIGHTON
sponsored the event. 428N, KURO TTLHCHUKO . 525 MAINST.
Harvey was accompanied by naviga- .- 1w ot Granter Slet of Telagrugh
tor Randy Graves of Long Branch. Joe . 4811500 227-1831 353.2570

: Clair navigated
Andrein} of St. Clair Shores naviga AL TS A48 CATAT 34 TS MARKED T % — GOOD HOV. 15 THRU NOV. 18

for Schmidt. David Conlin of Birming-
bam assisted Bell. SOME ITEMS MAY NOT,BE AVAILABLE'AT ALL LOCATIONS
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