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Father and child

This picture by Our Lady of Mercy High School art teacher Marie
Henderson is one of four designs featured on the Christmas cards
offered for sale this year by the school in Farmington Hitls. The other
three original drawings were done by students in Merey's art depart-
ment. Boxes of 16 cards, four of each design, sell for $3, Orders can be
placed through the school. Call 476-8020.

Americans ignore the experts

In increasing numibers, Americans are respond-
ing with indifference to the exhortations of public
officials and the admonitions of eminent scientists.

Many of them continue to smoke, refuse to wear
seatbelts, decline to immunize their children, pro-
test proposals to ban saccharin and believe Laetrile
to be effective in the treatment of cancer.

There are grim results of this persistent refusal
to heed expert advice in public and personal health.
These consequences are manifest in needless suf-
fering, physical disorders, and death that could
have been avoided by preventative measures.

The reason for this negativism is not precisely
known, but a sampling of the opinions of poll-takers
and social scientists suggests that the causes arise
out of a deepening suspicion of government in par-
ticular, and authority in general.

THE POLL TAKERS have noted a prolonged
erosion of public confidénce in government over
the Yast 20 years.

‘The Universtiy of Michigan's Institute for Social
Research found in 1958 that about 20 percent of
those questioned had expressed their distrust of po-
litical leaders. But in 1977, the size of the group
expressing such feeling had risen to slightly more
than half.

Polls by Louis Harris in 1966 and then a decade
later found that public confidence in government
had slipped from 41 to 23 percent; confidence in
organized medicine had ebbed from 73 to 43 per-
cent. .

PEOPLE HAVE reason'to be skeptical about
expert pronouncements from public officials and

the scientific community. The public has come to
realize that the experts oceasionally err and also
that some issues produce divided opinions from
those supposedly most knowledgeable about specif-
ic technical issues, such a the use of saccharin and
the efficacy of certain vitamins.

The public also wonders why, if the government
is so interested in public health, it doesn’t ban ci-
garets and alcohol that have very definite injurious
effects. Why then is saccharin, whose health-threat-
ening import has yet to be definitely proven, drawn
into the scope of government regulations?

 One notes also the failure of the public'to immun-
ize children against such common diseases as polio
measles, rubella, mumps and tetanus,

A federal survey in 1975 found that two-thirds of
American pre-schoo! children had not been immu-
nized against these preventable diseases. Yet dur-
ing the preceeding year, there were at least 100,000
cases of these ailments in the United States, which
led to at least 100 deaths.

Is it that people believe the risks are so slight
that the effort involved in immunization is not nec-

essary?

THESE PHENOMENA point to an erosion of
trust. The refusal of large numbers of people to act
in their own self-interest is not new.

But in the aftermath of the Vietnam War, the
Watergate scandal and the confusing economic pol-
icies issuing from Washington, Americans place
less confidence in authority figures.

They do not believe the experts. While they may
be right to question specific issues and policies, this
rejection of the recommendations of the scientific
community can be a deadly game.

Catholic Women’s Day scheduled Nov. 17

Improving family relationships and

Catholic Women’s Day for the West
stretching the food dollar will be the

Region will be held Saturday in Bots-

fn{d Inn, 28000 Grand River at Eight topics.
Mite, Fal:mmgl_on. A prayer-scripture Parish Awards will be presented at
service will begin at 10 a.m. the noon luncheon.

Concurrent share shops at 10:45 a.m.
will be led by Kathy Bufton and
Eleanore Rhinesmith of the Michigan
State University Extension Service.

After the luncheon, the family
workshops will be repeated and a Coun-
cil of Catholic Women leadership share
shops will be led by Mrs. Karl Busse

and Mrs. Edward Ohlert, CCW officers.

The West Region of the Archdiocese
includes parishes west of Weodward in-
cluding women of the Grand River
Area, Redford, Livonia, Southfield,
Farmington, Inkster, Westland, Canton
and Plymouth.

Woren who are involved in prépara-
tions for the day include co-chairwom-

en Mrs. Fred E. Reichel, Mrs. Richard
Snyder, Mrs. Walter Tilson of Detroit,
Mrs. John Kling, Mrs. Robert Grenier,
and Mrs. Anna Brady, of Livonia; Mrs.
Edward Sheridan and Mrs. Edwin
Cronin both of Farmington; Mrs. Tim
Maloney and Mrs. Edmund Mase,
Southfield; Mrs. Ambrose Alflen, West-
land; Mrs. Virginia Feild, Inkster; and
Margaret Hayes, Plymouth.
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New-town dilemmas fade after a WEL-

COME WAGON call. .
As your Hostess, it's my job to help you
make the most of your new neighborhood.
Our shopping areas. Cofnmunity opportu-
“nities. Special al'-actions. Lots of facts to
save you time and money. Plus a basket of,
gifts for your family. I'lt be listening for your

call.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL

MORNING WORSHIP m
EVENING SERVICE 6:00p.m.
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY _ 2:00 p,m

Richard Duncan Pastor - Phone 474-0350 i

SUNDAY SCHOOL

SUNDAY SERVICES ...

WEDNESDAY TESTIMONY MEETING ... :0Q P.
READING ROOM - 355 East Maple - 644-7935 .
Mon., Tues. 9:30-5:30 and 7-9; Wed., Sat. 9:30-5:30; Thu., Fri. 9:30-9

FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST. SCIENTIST

FRANKLIN-MEADOWLAKE

Mapla at Inkstar

SUNDAY SCHOOL......

WEDNESDAY-TESTIMONY MEETING ..
.. READING ROOM - 4361 Orchard .
Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs., Sat. 10-5:30, Fri. 10-9

R
All are welcome at the above church services and Reading Rooms.
Chid eﬂr: and
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.10 THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE SENTINEL .
is, a-weekly, pocket-size magazi
with a'healing, positive outlook on matters of Interest to.all |.
poris of healing through the.study, &t I
ay be read or purchased at any of the

@ contalning timely articles
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