Ninth of 10 articles

Any dog with normal intelligence is
capable of understanding a large vo-
cabulary.

Dogs learn by repetition. Certainly a
log who is with people a great deal has
an advantage.

I constantly am amazed at some of
the words our dogs understand, al-
though our family has made no effort
to teach these words.

Say “egg” to our sheltie, Kilty, and
she goes into spasms of joy. An egg is
the equivalent of a “hot fudge sundae”
to the canines in our house,

I'm sure over the years I have said
“egg" each time I've offered one to Kil-
ty, but I don’t remember saying it.
Since she enjoys them so much, she re-
members and associates the word with
good food.

Most people who enjoy the compan-
ionship of their dogs talk to them like
friends. Our dogs not only enjoy hear-
ing our voices during these moments,
but also learn and associate key words.

BY KEY WORDS I mean that we
may say a long sentence and our dog

emay respond to the sounds. B’Jt actval-
1y they are listening and understanding
onfy one or two key words.

For instance, say, “It’s time to go
outside and play ball in the yard.” ghe
dog probably will understand only two
words. R

The word “out” is familiar since we
have used it while training the dog to
go outside, “Ball” means play, and our
dog eagerly remembers this word and
associates it with running. In that sen-
tence, all we needed to say was “out”
and “ball.”

As humans with large vocabularies,
we enjoy using complete sentences
even though they are not important to
our dogs. Therefore it Is important to
remember to use short sentences when
talking to the dog and equally import-
ant to emphasize the key words.

‘OUR DOGS enjoy words requiring an
action response. We can say “please”
and “Thank you" to our dog but he can-
not understand the words unless we ac-
company it with an action.

I have found that occasionally I say
“thank you" instead of “good dog”

e

* PLAY CAROLS

CHRISTMAS MORNING
ON YOUR OWN @ YAMAHAPIANO

Dogs dig sméll talk

‘when praising my dogs. I also pat them
on the head at the same time.

Recently I noticed that it makes no .

diff§rence whether I say “good dog'or
“thank you.” The dogs associate both
with praise.

Inever have found any action-for the

.word "please” even though I often hear

people in my class use it. However,
“please” does have a pleasant sound
even if the dog does not understand the
meaning.

HERE ARE some key words that
your dog can associate with an action.
Almost any dog, at any age, can learn,
and will enjoy the action once taught
the key word. '

“Sit up” — Lift front paws off floor
while sitting. N

*‘Shake” or “gimme five” — Place
paw in owner’s hand.

“Qutside” — Go out the door.

“Bye, bye” or “car” — Get into car
for ride. §

“No” — Stop what you are doing.

“Quiet” — Stop barking or making
noise.

“Down” — Lie down.
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“Rug” or “bed” — Go to your rug or
bed.

“Stay” — Remain where you are.
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' All the best names in skiwear
-are at the best skiwear shop.

Don Thomas, of course.

The best looking stuff in town is gathered at
Don Thomas. Now is the time to pick

up everything. For the slopes or just lookin’
good on the side. We've got itall.

Don Thomase .

Choose racing looks, cross countty looks or
good looks. You're covered at Don Thomas.

" Everything for men, women, children.
Quterwear, pants, accessorles.
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