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Dalton’s songs help sell cars and pop | Schoels meet at Cranbrook
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group that couldn’t make it on the first
one,” Dalton explained.

He continued to write for Robbins,
but the recording failures ended his
musical relationship with Montgomery.
Unlike his partner, Dalton still wanted
to write hit songs.

“I was always up for the challenge,”
he said.

THAT YEAR self-doubt set in. He
was a vagabond.

“I'd lived in a different city every
year since 1960,” Dalton said. “So I
came back to Detroit and started a
whole life again — a couple of shirts, a
banjo and me. I was really questioning
what I would end up as.”

In 1970, he auditioned for Artie
Fields (a respected Detroit name in
commercial music) and met producer
Jeff Parsons.

Dalton didn't get the job, but two
weeks later he and Parsons met for
lunch. Out of their discussion “The
Road Company™ emerged.

The partners were young and
planned to take the world by storm.
Their first year's profits totaled a mere
$4.05, but important contracts fol-
lowed.

One of their hottest 1978 promotions
was “My Detroit,” a 30-minute pro-
gram commissioned by the Detroit
Chamber of Commerce. Hal Young-
blood of WJR produced the show and
contacted “The Road Company” to
write the music.

“1 guess it was his belief we would do
the job better than anyone else in
town.” Dalton said.

Designed to promote the city, “My
Detroit™ toured the area for one year.
Positive response prompted “The Road
Company™ to consider similar con-
tracts with other cities.

SUCH ACCOUNTS have stabilized
Dalton. His vagabond days are over.

Writing commercial music pays the
bills. But for Dalton that isn't enough.
Breaking into the national recording
market with a hit song remains his
goal.

His most recent recording, “If I Hear
One More Song About California,” is a
nationally released country tune. It
was played locally on stations like
CKLW, WCXI, WJR and WMIC.

“Everybody in the world was playing
the thing,” Dalton said.

‘The song, he said, was written by his
brother, Jerry. It was released on the
Scotti Brothers label.

“The (Scotti Brothers) people are in
touch with everyone in the world,” Dal-
ton said. “They're real fussy who they
pick up and it looks like they want to
take another shot at me.”

Dalton said the Los Angeles based
Scotti Brothers produces records for
artists such as Foreigner and Olivia
Newton-John.

“And I'm thrilled they still have faith
in me as an artist,” he said, adding that
Scotti Brothers is considering several
of his newest tunes for national release.

Dalten alwo enjoyed moderate suc-
cess with three disco tunes. He wrote
them in conjunction with his “Road
Company" partners Parsons and Jeff
Steinberg.

“Ain't Love Grand,” “I Took His
Money"” and “If All We're Going To Do
Is Dance” were all recorded on one al-
bum by the group Hot City. The songs
were also released as singles.

According to Dalton they received
considerable air play on local disco sta-
tions.

Dalton’s disco releases il

anf nothing\ever happens I'm fine doing what
P'm doing anyway. ! like singing and writing

and playing.”

~— Jack Dalton

continue to write and perform at Little
Caesars Family Restaurant on High-
land Road in White Lake.

When a song i released, he dismisses
i if something happens — it hap-
* Dalton said.

The personal pressure of “I have to
make it this year or I'm out of the
game” is over. Every year is new.

“If nothing ever happens I'm fine
doing what I'm doing anyway. I like
singing and writing and playing,” Dal-
ton explained.

Local fans like it too. They call his
performances moving.

“He can sing happy songs and sad
songs and make you feel it,” said Sandy

Williams, 28, of Rochester, Mich. “I
could picture him as a recording art-
ist.”

Dalton has the same vision. So he
writes regularly, hoping Lady Luck is
with him. Breaking a hit song, he said,

“depends on the roll of the dice,

“The talent has to be there. The writ-
ing, the singing — that's all a given.
That is to be expected. Whether people
like it is all in the fate, When you get
down to brass tacks, the roll of the dice
is everything,” Dalton said.

Dalton plays the odds. He likes the
challenge of “the carrot in front of

your face where you could make a mil-
Ian dollars.”

The fourth annual midwest admis-
sions conference will be held Nov. 26
and 27 at Cranbrook School.

Attending will be 26 representatives
from 15 midwest boarding schools, in-
cluding Culver Military Academy,
Howe Military School, Western Re-
serve Academy and Lake Forest Acad-
emy.

Speakers will be Thomas Wilcox,
president of the Boarding Schools Asso-
ciation, and Lloyd Paradiso of the Inde-

pendent Educational Consultant Agen-

cy.

“The conference will be an informa-
tion-sharing session among boarding
school admissions representatives,”
said Cranbrook Schools director of ad-
missions Michael Spence. “Discussed
will be admission goals and proce-
dures, including recruitment policies.”

Cranbrook is a day and boarding
school in Bloomfield Hills for students
in grades seven through 12.

Esch-Bierwirth

Lt. Col. and Mrs. Victor E. Esch of
Fairfax Station, Va. announce the en-
gagement of their daughter Michele K.
to Lt. Roy Charles Bierwirth, son of
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Bierwirth of
Farmington Hills,

The bride-to-be is a senior at Michi-
gan State University and expects to
* graduate next June with a bachelor of
arts degree. She is a cadet in the

Army's ROTC program and wiil be
commissioned upon graduation as a
2nd Lt. in the Army.

Her fiance is a graduate of Harrison
High School in Farmington Hills. He
received his bachelor of arts degree in
business administration in 1979 from
Michigan State University. He is sta-
tioned at Fort Knox, Ky.

A June wedding is planned in Fort
Belvoir, Va.
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NOW ON THE FIRST FLOOR

» GREETING CARDS & GIFT WRAP
« WEDDING & PARTY INVITATIORS
+PARTY GOODS & GIFT ITEMS

24301 NORTHWESTERN HWY. AT EVERGREEN
SUITE 118 » SOUTHFIELD + 352-1220
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several major record labels on the
West Coast.

“They were interested in his writ-
ing,” explained Parsons, returning
from a California promotjonal trip.

According to Parsons, writers and
singers can be rated on a scale of one
to 10. The best in the business get 10s.

“Jack writes nines in everything he

If yoﬁ’re not wearing it, Sell it.

| jewelry.
Norman Allan
Gemol:

You can't enjoy your jewelry if it's
sitting in your safe deposit box. Sell
it for immediate cash. We purchase
fine gems, Dmmonds. and Gold

A service to private owned owners,
banks and estatgs.

; “1 r;o longer have the desire to run does. He hears everything completed in .. ) [ :

rom family and home,” the Novi resi- his head — singers and entire orches- gist - 4 t Eauablished 1919 PRESENTING RARE SAVINGS FOR YOU IN 14K AND 18K
dent said. “Music peopl ive tra,” Parsons said. 30400 Telegraph Road Suite 134 :

dent said. “Musie people l:;r:sf::zc‘:: rsons sai Simingbam, Michigan 48000 pmp— GOLD CHAINS AND BRACELETS IN EVERY LENGTH AND STYLE.

be in that form.”

UNTIL A SONG breaks, Dalton will
EARLIER IN THE YEAR BEFORE THE PRICE OF GOLD BEGAN TO

ESCALATE. THE PRECIOUS COLLECTION, FROM $50 TO $3000.
. 850 units in al! stores while quanhurs fast.

MR, # CUSTOM DRAPERIES

presents

DRAPERY VALET SERVICE

(Drapery & Rod Installation)

New Drapery Hardware Available

Also: Custom Draperies
Spreads
Vertical Blinds
1” Blinds
Woven Woods
Window Shades

Call 644-8805
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POLYURETHANE FINISH

Helen Corbitts .
REENHOUS|

EEKBOOK
SUSASES

EMILESALON
-3 1409 Southfield Rd. .
BevexlyHills

Portrait Studio
portraits/passportsicopies

Last time
this offer available for

Christmas Gift Giving!

What's cocking? Everything,
from delicacies to basics
in our cookbook collection.

New Menus From Simca’s Cuisine by Simone
Beck, one of the best food authorities

who brings an abundance of fresh ideas
from her South of France kitchen. 12.95
The Fannie Farmer Cookbook, America's
basic cookbook completely revised and
rewritten to present the best recipes

in American cooking. 12.95

Helen Corbitt’s Greenhouse Cookbook,
imaginative, slimming meals from the ;
famous Texas health spa, a complete I
four-week dietary plan and recipes. 9.95 , .
Bert Greene's Kitchen Bouquets crammed
with recipes, cooking counsel and tips !
about how a particular fragrance or i
flavor makes a difference in a dish. 17.95 i
Bon Appetit Country Cooking, regional : i
and tradtitional recipes of Europe and
North America with instructions for
authentic preparing and serving. $25.

Jacobson’s !

Beaunful natural wood crafted
parquet in large twelve inch
squares. Prefinished in your choice
of three shades from natural to
dark with multiple coats of rugged
polyurethane :

THE ULTIMATE FLOOR
COVERING FOR TODAY'’S
DECORATING TREND.

Hartco solid oak parquet makes the perfect
setting for today’s trend to mixed styles and
area jugs In your home's activity centers.
Natural good looks of real osk and Hartco's
classic, undated styling
wiil enhance any furniture
grouping. Choose from
Standard Oak, Windsor
Oek or Old Brown Oak
finishes to match your
mood.
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® two 8x10's » two 5x7's * ten wallet size

95¢ deposit at time of sitting

Adults and Family Groups Welcome!

There will be a 85¢ charge for cach additional person in portraits. No limit on
number of photographic packages (Full package orders only). Choice of available
backgrounds. Our selection of poses.
NOW AVAILABLE AT SOUTHFIELD
This offer good for portraits taken -
through Sat., Nov, 24
Studio hours are from store opening to 8:30 p.m.; except
Highland Park and Ann Arbor (to 5:30). Closed Sunday.

Hartco

Harto Moldings: Each style of solid oak
moldings Is factory prefinished to match

I
i

Hartco's flooring colors. . Ln;esl]dEOSls'rhng Heights 247-1500 « Southfield 559-8000
 Fairlane/Dearborn 336-0100  Pontiac Mall 681-9900
Thores a near you! « Briarwood/Ann Arbor 7694900 » Livonia Mall 476.6000 BIRMINGHAM

* 12 Oaks'Novi 343-9200 » Oakland Mall 585-1000
@ Highland Park 868-1300 » Macomb Mall 293-8000 "
 Lincoln Park 383-7000 « Lansing 351-8000 « Flint 732-6000

Hartco dealer
CALL Erickson Flooring
° (313) 549-6166




