Stormy weather

Worrying about February?

Though high winds and heavy precip-
itation may occur in Michigan at any
time of the year, November brings the
most treacherous storms to the state.

Ceel Van Den Brink, Michigan State
University Cooperative Extension Ser-
vice weather specialist, says that
changes in temperature at this time of
year and the presence of the Great
Lakes all around Michigan are respon-
sible for the destructive stormis of No-
vember.

During this month, heavy losses of
life and property have occurred
throughout Michigan's history. Seven
times more shipwrecks oceur in No-
vember than in any other month.

“At this time of year, there are still
large concentrations of warm air com-

ing from the south while cold air is
trying to move in from the arctic,” Van
Den Brink explains. “An intense low-
pressure system develops in this situa-
tion and causes extremely strong
winds.”

Because the lakes are still relatively
warnt in November, storms are able to
pick up large supplies of moisture as
they go over the water. This is why
heavy snowfalls sometimes occur dur-
ing the month.

According to National Weather Ser-
vice information on major storms in
this century, the worst storm ever to
hit the Great Lakes occurred on Nov. 9,
1913. The waters around the entrance
to Saginaw Bay, described as a “seeth-
ing mass” by some survivers, claimed

‘At this time of year, there are still large con-
centrations of warm air coming from the south
while cold air is trying to move in from the
arctic. An intense Iow-press.ure system devel-
ops in this situation and causes extremely

strong winds.’

— Ceel Van Den Brink

more than 200 lives, sunk eight boats
and stranded 10 others.

ANOTHER MAJOR storm occurred
on Armistice Day (Nov. 11) 1940. Ex-
tensive property damage occurred in
all parts of Michigan. During a storm

that hit Nov. 26-27, 1965, winds report-
edly reached 75 miles per hour. They
ripped roofs off houses and felled trees
in many areas of the state.

The most recent destructive storm,
which resulted in the loss of 29 lives
when the Edmund Fitzgerald went
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down in Lake Superior, took place Nov.
10, 1975,

Van Den Brink says it is not wise to
take pleasure boats out on the Great
Lakes in November.

“I try to point out to people that No-
vember is a stormy month and that
they should be very careful if they ave
going out on the lakes,” he says. “You
don't play games with the weather at
this time of year.” :

Jim Humphreys, MSU district Ex-
tension marine agent in Marquette, ad-
vises boaters to head for shelter when-
ever the wind rises and the water
starts to get rough. He encourages
boaters to learn how to recognize
weather signs that warn of storms be-
fore taking long trips far from the

Talfe a look at November’s record

shore. And he emphasizes that all
boaters need to have a radio on board.

The greatest damage from Novem-
ber storms usually oceurs in Lakes Su-
perior and Michigan, because most
storms come from the west, Van Den
Brink explains. At times, however,
heavy winds bloy in off Huron and
Erie, creating large snowstorms on the
eastern side of the state.

The Great Lakes significantly affect
Michigan weather throughout the year,
he points out. In November and Decem-
ber, the lakes are warmer than the cold
air masses moving over them. The con-
densation that occurs then is responsi-
ble for the frequently heavy cloud cov-
er across the state,

Viewpoint: Intarsia’d, Sparkled. Sensational! THe Newest Knit Dressing Yet.

Another view of brilliance...from the “Best of California”—a totally
new collection of great looks and all-out excitement from some of
the most innovative designers on the West Coast. And you'll find it
all in Right On! High-powered fashions like these: Our trio of
glimmering, shimmering knits. Everything you love about knitting
—the softness, the ease, the way they gently hug each curve...has
been taken to néw limits while losing none of the appeal. Now, knits

Troy, Somerset Mall, Big Beaver at
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Saks Fifth Avenue, »De(‘mii Second at Lothrop, open Monday through Saturday, 9:30 AM to 5:30 PM. R
Coolioge, open Monday through Friday, 10:00 AM to 9:00 PM, Saturdays 10:00 AM to 7:00 PM, Sundays, Noon *to 5 PM.

have never been so vibrant, so alive—so breathtaking! All, from
Espirit de Corp, in acrylic and nylon, sizes S, M and L. Left to

right, our crew neck sweater with % length sleeves. In black, with a
brilliant set of stripes; *28. The sweater dress, with a scoop neck

and % length sleeves, boldy striped in jade, royal and magenta; *40.
Bolts of lightning.shimmer on our black crew neck sweater dress; $38.
In Right On!—where we are all'the things you are.
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