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Author thanks audience for hearing her

By GAIL DeGEORGE

For Rita Mae Brown, a receptive au-
dience is a rarity. -

The gay feminist author found one at
Oakland University when she spoke to
a group of about 150 persons, only 15 of
whom were men, The Oct. 8 lecture
was sponsored by the Human Sexuality
Committee of Residence Halls.

She thanked the university for invit-
ing her, acknowledging the prejudice
that sometimes prevenis her from
speaking. “I assume that if your con-
sclousness isn't raised, it's at least tilt-
«cd. This is not Women's Lib 101 or Gay
Lib 102,” she said.

Ms. Brown, author of "Ruhy Fruit
Jungle” and “Six of One," spoke about
what she knows best: being a woman, a
writer, and gay. She explored the
meaning of success, how it applies to
women and the women's movement —
and what it is like growing up female in
America.

Attacking the adjectives and com-
mas that follow her name, she asked
why Norman Maiter doesn’t have
“white, heterosexual, Jewish, male
writer” tagged after his. “Only 10 per-
cent of the people are mainstream
America,” she said, describing that
group as white, male and former stu-
dents of Ivy League schools. “What has
passed as mainstream America is nul
any of us.”

Born in Hanover, Pa, Ms: Brown
was orphaned at an early age and
adopted by 2 family that moved to
Florida. She left home for New York
City, living in poverty conditions and
becoming a “vagaband of the revolu-
tion” in the early 1960s. She empha-
sized that her background was lower-
class, “poor white trash.”

“I didn't even know what a check
was until I was 18,” she recalls. “Ruby
Fruit Jungle,” the story of a girl grow-
ing up gay in America, parallels her
life completely. “I cleaned it up so it
could get published,” she said.

Flippent remarks about being gay
drew laughter from the audience. “I
don't know how many of you are gay or
straight, but those of you who are
straight have my deepest sympathy.”
‘The laughter, she said, was a sign of
progress., “Three years ago you
wouldn't — and couldn't — laugh”

After bantering with audience mem-
bers, she walked back to’ the podium
and began the “serious” part of her ap-

rance.

“Technically,” said the 34-year-old
author, “I am 2 success. I can pay my
bills. . . I bought my mother a car. In
America, this kind of material luxury
is evidence of success.” She admitted
“there is a great deal of luck involved
with any kind of success in art.”

Success has always been defined
within a patriarchal system, she said.
“Bascially, it means keping up with
the Joneses who can't keep up with
themselves. This kind of goal has been
held up to us as-worthy of oyr ife’s
work.”

The women's movement “never d&
fined what success was for a woman,”
said Ms. Brown, an early leader of it.
“It was not because we (in the move-
ment) were stupid, but because we
were dealing with a crisis situation.”

The movement exploded out of the
downward mobility of the '60s, she
said, when middle-class college stu-
dents found it vogue to imitate the low-
er classes. )

Once women left college they discov-
ered that not getting a job was real,”
Ms. Brown said. “Middle-class women
found it a shock — they really couldn’t
find jobs — and they found that pover-
ty wasn't so attractive.”

The only way the movement defined
success was in a backhanded way, ask-
ing if women should work within the
system or outside of it. “It was a stupid
question,” ¢emmented Ms. Brown with
a touch of scofn in her voice. “Where
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Rita Mae Brown, author of “Ruby Fruit Jtmglg"
believes that only 10 percent of the population can

was the alternative?

“Where are the women Supreme
Court justices? Where are the women
senators? We're in this system, but
we'renotof it . . . we're at the bottom.

“If we enter the economic and politi-
cal process in relation to our numbers
~ 53 percent of the American popula-
tion ~ things will change.

“I think the way decisions are made,
the way goals of soclety are reached,
will change, I'm not saying women are
better than men, but women will bring
an: empathy, a sensitivity to human
feelings to those decisions. Women
have been taught to read between the
lines because we've been doing it from
birth.. The oppressed always know
more about how people feel than the
Oppressor,

“We will change things — a lot —
and men are afraid of that.”
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She explored several myths about
‘women and success, finishing with the
“women fear success” myth. “It's
true,” she said mockingly, “It's human
nature to fear the unknown.”

Even women have difficulty accept-
ing another woman's success. “Just, be-
cause you are a feminist doesn't mean
you don’t hate women.” The attitude
seeps through our péres, she said, “be-
cause it is so ingrained in society.

“Even we cannot accept a woman
who is a-success,” she told the audi-
ence. “We say she couldn’t have made
it there on merit:

“My definition of success is simple,”
the author continued, “and it is ‘Finish
what you start.’ If you say you're going
to build a table, and build it, that's a
success.”

Applyidg this to the’women's move-
ment, Ms. Brown said “We miust enact
the changes we want to see.” Sugges-
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be truly deseribed as “mainstream America.”

(Photo by Chris VanMeter)

tions for change run from.creating a
third political party to establishing a
counter culture and an economic alter-
native for women. "You can no longer
look for the answer, you must be the
answer.”

With that, she walked away from the
podium and opened the discussion,

She sees feminism in the 1980s as a
re-run of the 1920s, with the movement
splitting ahd weakening over the Equal

Rights. Amendment, as the “suffrage

Junior Women meet

Farmington Hills Junior Women's
Club meets Wednesday evening, Nov.
28, in the home of Teresa Kruggel,
30002 Mayfair, to make centerpieces
for New Horizons Christmas party.

Persons wishing membership infor-
mation are invited to call Darlene
Knight, 661-1848.

- Tcan'tdo the work I do.”

movement split and died after women

. won the vote.

She emphasized she is not in lavor of
special interest groups, that she fears
the division, isolation and political
staleness they create within them-
selves and the system.

“It’s the rest of our lives, folks. Any-
thing you want to change is going to
take the rest of your lives. We have to
stop thinking about Social change as a
big burden — it's the only game in
town.”

She is working on another novel
which should be finished hy 1981 or
spring 1982, -

“1 fall in love with the people in my
books,” she said. “For me, all books  0p-
erate Lhrough the people in them.”

Whenasked if she thinks attitudes
toward gay people will change shesald
“I have to believe people can change or="""
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We will have an open house TUESDAY, >
NOVEMBER 27th, from Noon until 8:00 p.m.
Please drop by for a visit.

Stop in and meet our experienced account exec-
utives, browse through our latest research mate-
rial and enjoy the light refreshments we will ;
serve. :
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fastest growmg investment banking and securi-
ties firms in the nation—since 1907.
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1. Headaches, Dizziness,
Blurred Vision

2. Neck Pain, Tight
Muscles, Spasms

3. Shoulder Pain, Pain
Down Arms, Numbaess
in Haads

4. Pain Between Shoulders,
Difficult Breathing, Ab-
dominal Pains

5. Lower Back Pain, Hip
Pain, Pain Down Legs

* On new cars. Up to-
2years on used cars.
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While we are accepting new patients, no one need

feel any obligation. Almost all health- insurance

policies cover chiropractic care. . . i *

Dr. Walter S. Gross
_Chiropractic Physician
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