LOUISE SNIDER

Basketball theme
hides poor images
in ‘family film’

‘There was a time when a family film meant quality entertain-
ment. “Robin Hood,” “National Velvet,” “Scaramouche" pleased
large and diverse audiences.

These films offered adventure, laughs, bright spirits and even
‘moral principles. The protagonists put others before self, struggled
against adversity or fought injustice.

Family films are still being made but they seem to have fallen
on hard times. “The Fish That Saved Pittsburgh” (PG) demon-

. strates the extent of that fall.

On the surface, it's a cheery film appealing to juvenile and fami-
ly audiences. It has the neon look of a merchandiser's concoction of *
basketball, disco music and lame comedy, strung together by a
predominantly black cast that includes several pro-basketball
stars (Julius Erving, Meadowlark Lemon, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar -
and others).

Presumably, it is rated PG instead of G because it panders to
viewers with a few locker-room expletives and some bumps and
grinds from a pair of hookers in the basketball audience.

THE STORY IS about a million-dollar bonus baby, Moses
Guthrie (Julius Erving), who hits a severe slump along with the
rest of his teammates. Their 12-year-old water carrier, Tyrone
(James Bond III), appeals to an astrologer (Stockard Channing) for
help, and she helps them all the way to the NBA playoffs.

‘There are scores of films worse than this, but they don’t mas-
querade as anything decent. That, ultimately, is what is so objec-
tionable about “The Fish.”

At least the audiences who attend vile horror films or mindless
karate hlms get just what they pay for and expect to see. “The

* on the other hand, is insidious. It appears harmless
and mconsequenua] In reality, it is an insult to all audiences and
to blacks particularly.

Consider some of the implications and object lessons to be
learned from it. When the old team walks out because of the bonus
baby’s poor performance, tryouts are held for new players, and
they are selected according to their astrological sign.

‘They must all be Pisces, because Moses is a Pisces and works
best with other fish amund him. Naturally, the new team is a
sensation that slam-dunks its way into the championship playoffs.

THE MORAL IS that you can forget about hard work, practice,
skill, cooperation. Your performance and success depend upon the
stars. Not the ones on the court, but the ones in the sky. In fairness,
there is one occasion when the team rallies because of pride. Still,
it was the stars that got them to the playoffs.

What does this say about personal effort, and what kind of model
does the film’s adult lead provide? Well, Moses wheels around
town in.a Rolls convertible, for one thing. Wonderful message

+  there. .

Young black males don’t have to be pimps to get out of the
ghetto, All they have to do is grow seven-feet-two-inches tall, have
excellent coordination and terrific peripheral vision.

Values like these make “The Fish That Saved Pittsburgh” a
classic example of its kind. Not a family film, but a commercial
product packaged by financially fixated, intellectvally inert,
morally stunted moviemakers,

Remembering The Rose

Bette Midler stars as The Rose, a hard-rock superstar of
the late 1960s, in Twentieth Century-Fox’s “The Rose.” The
character is a composite of many female singers of that
era. Alan Bates (below) co-stars as Rudge, her hard-driving
manager.

¢ Monday, November 26, 1979

N

‘Gin Game’ deftly deals with old age

By ETHEL SIMMONS

In the opening scene of “The Gin
Game,” at the Birmingham Theatre,
actor Larry Gates has all the good lines
that sum up with irony the tragic as-
pects of growing old.

As his audience for these views,
Phyllis Thaxter, portraying another
unwilling resident of the convalescent
honde, listens with a sympathetic ear.

“The Gin Game,"” 2 Pulitzer-Prize-
winning play by D.L. Coburn, is pre-
sented in an engrossing new produc-

while he shouts out thé numbers of
cards being dealt. This is always hilari-
ous and gets a big laugh,

The strength of “The Gin Game” is in
its subtle character development.
From the start the two seem real, the
first act is almost like a card-table con-

Reviéw

alities that are poles apart. In the first

scene, each shuffles onto the stage
wearing robe and slippers, looking for
a bit of comfort or companionship.

Pointing up the problems of the
aged, Gates delivers stunning, ironic
comments, such as:

“You don’t need anything special to
qualify for Bentley (the home). Old age

versation overheard by the audience.

WELLER, WHO considers himself a

pretty good card player, is obsessed
with the game of gin and winning. Fon-
sia is accommodating but arouses his
ire because she wins, constantly.

His temper soars and explodes. Her
good nalure is revealed, finally, as
that hides a vindic-

tion, inving through mid
in Birmingham. “You do have to g if you
live long enough. Sooner or later you
The well-constructed, so-called “bit- end up here.”
tersweet comedy” has a first act that He's what would be i a

moves gaily along; act two gets down
to the nitty-gritty and the characters’
own emotional flaws which contribute
to their lonely old age.

FONSIA DORSEY (Ms. Thaxter)
and Weller Martin (Gates) have person-

Nicholas Pennell
‘plays Richard III

Nicholas Pennell will return to the
University of Michigan in Ann Arbor to
play the title role in Shakespeare's
“Richard IIL.”

The second production of the Guest

. Artist Series will be performed at the

Power Center for the Performing Arts
Wednesday, Nov. 28 through Saturday
Dec. 1, at 8 p.m. and a matinee per-
formance Sunday, Dec. 2, at 2 p.m.

Pennell has participated in the U-M
department of theater and drama’s
Guest Artist program before as both
actor and director. Since 1972 he has
been a member of the Stratford Com-
pany, where he has played the title
roles in “Hamlet,” “Pericles” and most
recently “Richard I1.”

Jeffrey Guyton, also a member of
the Stratford Company and a U-M

tive quality. Gates snaps the dialogue
and cards; Ms. Thaxter gms him fair

crotchety old man. She’s somewhat
straightlaced, a perfectly proper old
lady. But at his suggestion of a gin
game, they begin an exploratory
{riendship over cards.

Throughout the drama, 14 card
games are played. Gates taps his foot

?heater

graduate, will do the staging for the
battle scenes in “Richard II.”

“RICHARD II” i\ an important
play, according to director Richard
Burgwin, because “the rise and fall of
Richard III and the end of the War of
Roses.”

Tickets for all performances of
“Richard III" are available at the PTP
Ticket Office in the Michigan League
and at all Hudson’s outlets, Monday-
Friday, 10 am. to 1 pm. and.2-5 pm.
For further information about “Rich-
ard III” or other department of theater
and drama productions, call 764-0450.

battle, his

The gin game itself falters, is re-
vived, seems always ready to end be-
fore Fonsia is talked into playing an-
other (winning) hand.”

Despite the fact that the characters
open raw wounds, the game goes on, as
does life.
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11AM.-6P.M.

525 FARMER ST., PLYMOUTH

Both individuals are humiliated to be
on welfare, yet both have sown some
seeds that led to this circumstance.
Fonsia has given her home to the
church, rather than let her son inherit
it. Weller lost his health and his busi-
ness, partly through mismanagement.

Some of the funniest bits in “The Gin
Game” concern Weller's anger at the
incessant attempts by good-hearted
souls to entertain the home's residents,
especially with choir singing.

HE ALSO OBJECTS to visitors who
treat the residents like simpletons. One
guest spoke about him as if he wasn't
there: “That nice man amuses himself
playing cards.” N

Weller’s hostility shows a spirit that
has not been entirely dampened. “I'm
still alive, dammit!” he cries.

Some circumstances are not easily
resolved. The ending of “The Gin
Game,” however, is somewhat up in the
air. This was the only drawback in an
otherwise fine production that bounces
skillfully between its cast of two pros.
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Pecarls

469 S. Woodward, B'ham.

Garden

the Finestin Chinese
& American Cuisine

644-2913

RESTAURANT

1622 MIDDLEBELT 418 Misa, Livonia

Lantonose & American Food

Japanase Staskhouse

® Exotic Locktails ®

CARRY-OUTS OH CHIKESE 0G0
Cninese Daner1.930 Javanese Dinoer 930
Forfestrmasions FASat 110 30p m

Paned27.3171 osed Hondzy —

MonThucs 111000« 1, 1111pm.
Sat. 12-11pm. o Son. 12-10p.

THERE’S ROOM

BY POPULAR DEMAND

Miracle Mile Shopping Center
Across from Showcase Cinema

Now Serving Our
CHINESE BUFFET
Featuring all varieties of
Authentic Chinese Dishes
All you can enjoy
Served from 5 p.m. Friday & Saturday

SHANGRI LA WEST

Chinese Restaurant & Cocktail Lounge

335-8060

£

witk: Chees

"Hive on stage with comedian STEWIE STONE -

Dec. 4-9

music hall center
963-7680 it |

Group rates call Joan Heidt: 863-7622

R
Sun, 4 & 8pm

Between Adams

‘Tuesday Night is
Inflation Fighter
Night
At The

~halea Jnn
$6.64

Pper person

\Festuriop Pekt Frog s Al yor o
eat] served and

Crckera.Soup, St Foscn
Fries, Roll aad Butter

852-3410

Z(NY
3315 Auburn Road

AT THE INN

A thoughtful way to welcome vis-
itors or clients is a reservation at
the Kingsley Inn. We are near all
business, sports, and educational
centers in Oakland County. ~

?

& Opdyke Rd.

Do not put up with
dripping hot-water
faucets, You
wouldn't want
10 pay to heat-
23,000 gallons of
water and pour it
down the draip . .
yet that's what
happenun ayear's
time with justa
dripa second.
R

Woudward and Long Lake Road ~

644-1460 .

kmgﬁleu Jun

- Bloomfield Hills
564-5144

EVERY.MONDAY €:30 to 8:00 ‘ATURDAY 4:30-7 m
. 28225 Telegraph at 12 Mile -




