Suburbs face legal struggles
to wrest water board control

By TOM LONERGAN forced to put the question on the ballot.
The same method was used in 1976 to

Smarting from several years of rate  win adoption of the “bottle bill.”
hikes, most suburban communities
would like to have a say in the opera- THERE WAS little discussion of the
tion of the Detroit sewer and water sys- proposal at Kuhn's meeting, save for
tem.

Bloomfield Township Treasurer Fred

Ozakland County Drain Commissioner = Korzon’s prediction that Detroit
George Kuhn has started a petition wouldn't let the system be taken over

cam

paign to wrest contro] of the sys- without a court battle.

tem from the Detroit Water and Sewer- Korzon said, “They're not going to
age Department. Kuhn anticipates lit- take that (the treatment plant) from
tle trouble finding support among sub-  Detroit without some compensation.
urban customers. It's a little bit of a dream to think they
But the petition drive may run intoa  can.

years-long legal battle with the city of “They’ve left Detroit with the water
Detroit. That warning came from a  mains and sewer lines in Detroit prop-
Bloomfield Township official last week . er, that's all,” Korzon added. He said he
amid unanimous endorsement of the agrees with the concept of regionaliza-
regionalization effort by more than 20  tion but predicted “seven to eight years
representatives of county cities and of litigation” to regionalize the Detroit
townships. at a meeting in Pontiac system.

called by Kuhn, Robert Fredericks, Kuhn's deputy,

also expects a legal challenge from De-

‘THE PETITION can’t be circulated troit. The proposal wouldn't change
until its wording is approved by the ownership of the treatment plant,
Michigan Secretary of State’s office Fredericks said. .
and Attorney General's staff. The thrust of the referendum, he

The Detroit department bas more said, would be to provide that “policy
than 100 community water customers decisions and control over the whole-
and 70 sewerage customers, stretching  sale (sewer and water) system would
to Genesee County. be shared.

If approved by voters, the ballot pro- “This regional commissien is not in-
posal would change the state Home terested in the maintenance and opera-
Rule Cities Act to allow replacement of  tion of the Detroit internal system per
the seven-member Detroit Board of se.”

Water Commissioners, which is now Kuhn added: “We've skirted that
appointed and removable by Mayor question (ownership of the plant).
Coleman Young. The new structure “We're talking about user charges.
would work like this: We're not talking about their plant."

« A “Metropolitan Council” com- While Detroit officials say the city
posed of one representative from De-  “owns” the plant, Kuhn replies that the
troit and one from every water and city is not the sole owner of the plant
sewer customer government would “because of federal money that has
meet annually. It would review water  gone into the plant for years.”
and sewer rates, approve expansion
plans and appoint a nine-member “Re- IF IT LANDS on the ballot, the wa-
gional Water and Sewer Commission.”  ter and sewer regionalization question

» The Regional Water and Sewer would be decided by voters statewide.
Commission would replace the present The proposed changes, however,
seven-member Detroit water. board, would limit the creation of a regional
Three of the nine members would be sewer and water authorily to systems
Detroiters and six from customer gov-  that serve more than 25 percent of the
ernments. The regional commission state’s population. Detroit is the only
would actually operate the water and  system that meets that criteria.
sewer plants, hiring and firing the de- “This is not an overreacting action,”
partment director and hiring person- Kuhn said after the meeting. “I think

nel.

it's long over due.”

« Detroit would control only its own Legislation changing the makeup of
retail service to and billing of Detroit the Detroit water board is pending in
householders and businesses. the state Senate.

KUHN HOPES 300,000 people will  Bennett’s bill, which would allow May-

The House last month passed Rep.

sign the petition by next May 15. If or Young to appoint five water board
they do, the petition will be placed on  members. The remaining four would be
the state November 1980. A bill propos-  -selected by suburban communities.
ing the same changes as the petition  Detroit legislators remain steadfast-
will be introduced in the Michigan Leg-  ly against the Bennett bill. Kuhn hopes
islature by State Reps. Richard Fes- his regionalization campaign may
sler, R-West Bloomfield, John Bennett, change their minds.
D-Redford, Robert Law, R-Livonia, “Maybe Detroit won't fight 5-4 on the
and others, Kuhn said. board knowing what's coming later.
If the legislature dido't act on the But that's up to Coleman Young to de-
Fessler bill or the petition, it would be  cide,” Kuhn said.

just in time for Christmas!
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For your own home, or for someone very
special, choose one of these classic
famps! All perfect accents to add a warm
. glow to any room. All specially priced for
af. Christmas! Sale ends December 24th.
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Michigan's Largest Ethan Allen Dealer
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Detroit sewer and water officials say
the increases are necessary to make
the sewage treatment plant comply
with federal clean water standards.
The city is under a federal court order
to improve the treatment plant.

Its suburban municipal customers
joined the lawsuit after protesting a se-
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Located in the...
Medical and Dental Plaza of
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Suburban officials claim Detroit’s
sidency requirement prevents water
and sewer officials from hiring the best
technicians for the plant.

Nineteen companies have formed the
Food and Allied Industries Committee
of Metropolitan Detroit to challenge
the latest rate increases. The icreases
range from 158 percent to more than
400 percent for some firms, the group
s
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You are cordially invited
to buy your business
gifts at MARIE NEWMAN,
6566 Telegraph Rd.,
Bloomfield Plaza,
Birmingham. We offer
personal service, unusual
ideas and the fine
reputation of the highest
quality offered anywhere.

R.S.V.P.
Lawrence Jonas
851-5880

xmas hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-9 » Sat. 10-6

(f

ays.

Federal Judge John Feikens is ex-
pected to hear the counties” and indus-
try group’s challenges before the end of
the year.
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DROP THE LEAF AND
YOU HAVE A DESK.

‘Table/desk, reg. $315.00

These tables are made of solid butcher block
and in natural finish. The chairs have natural
4 cane seats and backs fastened to solid beech
wood, with chrome bases. Sale ends D ber 8
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Dearborn 565-3400
23600 Michigan Ave. east of Telegraph
Bloomfield Hills 642-8822
4107 Telegraph at Long Lake Rd.
Rochester 652-3500
1110 S. Rochester Rd. in Winchester Mall
Open daily 10-9 Wed. & Sat10-6
Use our convenient charge, Visa or Master Charge
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We specialize in travel and per-
sonal accessories, luggage,
gifts. Let us help you with your
selections and remem-
ber. .. we initial and gift wrap
freel Charge or layaway now.
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THE ROCKEFELLER
COLLECTION COMES
TO GORMAN'’S TROY.

68 elegant reproductions.of master-
d\;iecgs of painting, sculpture, prints,
: awmgﬁ and china from the late Mr,
" Rockefeller’s world famous collection.
They're on display now, and you're
most wel to browse through them
during our regular business hours.

1465 W. Big Beaver Road at Crooks Road, Troy » Phone 649-2070 |
Open Daily 10 t0 6; Mon., Thuss., Fsi. tll 9, Sun. Noon to 5:30




