Subway support '
Residents boost light rail line

By TOM LONERGAN

Suburbs are generally considered “anti-subway” in Lhe political
battle on regional rapid transportation.

But nearly half of the western Wayne County residents who
spoke at a Michigan Tr. Authority public
hearing in Livonia this week favored a light rail line in the Wood-
ward corridor as part of SEMTA's 1990 transportation plan.

Part of the light rail line of SEMTA’s “preferred plan” is sub-
way between downtown and the New Center area in Detroit.

The hearing, held in Livonia City Hall Monday night, drew only *

16 who spoke before a panel that included SEMTA staff and three
of the transportation authority's 15-member Board of Directors.
Seven speakers endorsed a light rail line, while three favored an

" all-bus system.

'A MAJOR bus supporter was the Automobile Club of Michigan.
Spokesman Arthur Gibson said the subway and downtown people

" mover have not been proven “cost effective.”

Virtually all who spoke questioned the cost for expanded mass
transportation. The plan initially approved by the SEMTA board in
April, which includes a hghl rail line up Woodward to Eight Mile
Road and a pedple mover in downtown Detroit, is expected to cost

He told SEMTA officials:

“You're going to say, ‘Hey, we've got this system now. We can't
Tet it go down the drain, so give me more money to runit.’ "

An operating tax for SEMTA probably will have to be approved
by voters around 1982. Under consideraion are the personal in-
come tax, combined sales and use tax and a property transfer tax.

SEMTA General Manager Larry E. Salci said the system would
“break even lhrough 1982."" An operating tax cuuld cost an area
resident $15 a year in 1990, he added.

A WESTLAND man who travels to work downtown using SEM-

TA’s park and ride system favored the all bus alternative. Rail is

not feasible because of the “area’s overall low population density,”
said Joseph Kogelmann of Westland who works for the U.S. Census.
Bureau.

Kogelmann also opposed the downtown people mover, an experi-
mental $110 million monorail system designed to move downtown
shoppers and convention vistors as “visually polluting” and “unne-
cessarily hazardous to traffic.”

George Schlaepfer of Livonia, who said he has studied subways
since 1915, encouraged SEMTA to make the system “useable at all
times.

“When the system is needed most is when the weather is worst.”
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SEMTA officials may meet stiffer
opposition to the proposed subway in
Detroit at hearings tonight and early
next week in Macomb and Oakland
counties. The electrified light rail line
represents $700 million of the $1.4 bil-
lion in capital costs for the system.

The two Oakland meetings will be
Monday, Dec. 3, in the Ferndale Com-

and Gov. William Milliken. A legisla-
tive committee in Lansing is also
studying the issue.
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munity Center, 400 E. Nine'Mile Road
and Tuesday, Dec. 4, in the QOakland
County Board of Commissioners Audi-
torium, 1200 N. Telegraph in Pontiac.
Bothstartat7:30 pm.

underground from downtown to the
New Center area.

Both Alexander and Dewitt Henry,
who represents outer Wayne County on
the SEMTA board, voted for the sub-
way earlier this year.

Henry said he would vote for an all
bus system if no agreement on  merger
is reached.
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