OU falls short of full status,

By MARK CLAUSEN

Oakland University is on the verge of
becoming a “full-fledged” - university.
But time and a number of changes are
necessary before it reaches that point,
predicts interim president George

‘From a public point of view, there is some-
ing about a medical school that gives a uni-
ersity a higher status. The medical business

has a lot of pizzaz.’

just to catch up,” said Matthews. “It
would be foolish to put in a med school
when we don't have a solid foundation.”
That raises the question of state fi-
nancial support.
“The need for a2 medical school in
this area is something that will have to

Matthews. i ”

a L — Geor be decided at the state level,” he said.

‘The university has been here 20 George Matthews Matthews sees another of his respon-

years, and it has come to the threshold sibilities as lobbying for funding from
of being a full-fledged university,” said Lansing. “That's a big part of the job,”
ratthgrws, a 62-year-old resident of he said.

wvon Township. “I don't think it has “You have to do an awful ot of soci-
madeit.” MATTHEWS SEES his job as keep-  for a medical school. alizing, and making yourself known. It

‘The decision of whether to cross that
threshold - will be made within five
years, he said. But finding a replace-
ment for former president Donald D.
0'Dowd is the university’s current top
priority.

O'Dowd will leave QU at the end of
this month to prepare for his new job
as vice chancellor of the State Univer-
sity of New York.

The Board of Trustees will search
for the new president. The process is
expected to take from six months to
wo years. Student, facuity, and admin-
istrative committees will advise the
board.

The unknown length of service as in-
terim president makes his position
more difficult, Matthews said.

“The interim president never knows
how long he will be in office,” he said.

iy “You don’t want to establish something
whichkgou're not going to be responsi-
ble to run.” .

ing the university running smoothly,
and maintaining momentum for what
he calls “important initiatives.”

He says the most important of these
is university approval of a medical
school. A feasibility study, on a center
for health sciences, recommended a
medical school for OU..But the idea
awaits University Senate and Board of
Trustees approval. Matthews said he
favors a medical school.

“The med school is one of the ways
©Oakland can cross the threshold to a
full-fledged university,” he said.
“There may be other ways, but it is
particularly attractive at this point.

“From a public point of view, there
is something about a medical school
that gives a university a higher status.
The medical business has a lot of piz-
zaz,” he said.

He cautioned, however, that there
are a number of problems to be solved
before the university would be ready

There is some concern in the univer-
sity community about what a medical
sehool would mean to OU, he said.

“A lot of faculty and administrative
people are concerned that because
medical schools are extraordinarily ex-
pensive, that they will be a drain out of
other areas. This has happened in other
places,” he said.

takes a lot of time.”

But he will be at a disadvantage.
“Jt's awkward. An interim president
cannot commit the university like a
regular president can.”

‘Working toward development of the
married housing project at OU, a new
sports and recreation building and es-

i of new general educati

THERE ARE hanges that
must be made before OU could accom-
modate a medical school even if it
wants one, Matthews said.

A new science building, and addi-
tional library and laberatory space are
desperately needed now and would all
be necessary to support a medical
school as well, he said.

These improvements would push the
cost of the medical school — estimated
by the study at $24 million — up to ap-
proximately $50 million.

“We need all these (improvements)

are other tasks
has assigned himself.

He expects to be settled in his new
job by Christmas.

“It’s kind of hard now, trotting be-
tween two offices. It’s kind of nuity,”
he said.

He does not have any personal goals
for his tenure as president.

“F'm not unhappy to be here, but I
will not be unsatisfied to give it up.

“It sounds corny, but I just want to
do what's right for the institution,” he
said.
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