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Traces mystic roots to Russia

Bathsheba’s a born ﬁsy'chic

. By KATIE KERWIN left — the wolves disbanded.” It was there.” Bathsheba waves her

) While young, Bathsheba said she.re-  hand toward the shelves lined with psy-

Jacqueline Bathsheba Markovitz' . alized she has psychic powers of her chic volumes. “I have all kinds of books
Troy living room looks like most subur-  own. The “inner warnings” began in  about it — I don't réally need them, but

ban homes — thick carpeting, comfort-  childhood. . Iread'them anyway."

able furniture, subudued tones, with “We lived in London during the war. Crystal ball gazing is one of the more
paintings on the walls and a crystal I used to get feelings when there would méthods of

ball on the coffee table. be a blitz and when there wouldn't.” lhe future. Bathsheba prefers to scan

The crystal ball belongs to Bathshe- / The Nazis had begun using rockets, the crystal in a darkened room lit by
ba, a plump, smiling woman with curly ~ which British radar couldnt detect, candles, with the client sitting opposite.
blond hair and-a soft British accent. Bahtsheba said. The bombs would fall “It takes about half an hour before I
She wears a flowing Indian caftan and  without any warning. see anything usually,” she said. I get
a necklace of wildebeast teeth. The Ore day, she made her mother leave  sqrt of a heady feeling, sometimes al-
necklace was a gift from an African * the apartment to go to the bomb shel- . most 2 dizzy feeling” - .
client whose fortune she told.” ter, although no sirens had yet sounded. She uses a crystal ball imported

“He was so pleased with what I told ~ “I’s a miracle we did, because when  grom Italy, with a smaller” sphere
him,” she said, fingering the small we came back, the house was badly yrapped at the center. But financially-
tusks. . damage. The bed where I slept had & gyrapned viewers can make do with

The atmosphere is upper middle - big hole in the back of it from a piece _pog of water, Bathsheba said.
class, with shelves of books lending a of shrapnel.” .
literary air. But when a friend or cus- Bathsheba read about and studied THE GIFT CAN be something of a
tomer comes over for.a ‘“reading,” mysticism as her interest grew, “I read curse, too, though, she said. Readings
ceremonial candles, Tarot cards and a -2 lot of books, and the Bible, of course.” 2 raveal unpleasant future develop- *
black velvet table covering Lransl‘orm E&Iexlx’tuzll‘l)%:he me:ﬂ 11:; Czdech h\{; ments.
the mood. band, Pai ey mal and move Py i 9 )

Crystal bl gazing, astrology, dream  to the United States, Bthsheba studied ;110 i o o frondor aho reomsiot i
interpretation, palmistry and reading with Gundella, the Garden City witch. ing an impending dfvome in a friend's
tea leaves are the more popular — and  Her classes with Gundella, she stresses, .14 during a palm reading once. 2
easily understood — of her interests. were “psychic science classés, not o dide’t kn hat to sag. l‘ ot of . - . i X .

But religious mysticism is her primary  witcheraft classes. " o eh "Widw to say. I sort of Bathsheba, dlso known as Jacqueline Markovitz  that can be nuturéd, but not artificially created.
interest, Bathsheba said. . “My work has nothing to do with ;"Pm- shesaid. “Ididnt wanttotell  of Troy, says psychic sensitivity is a natiral gift ~ (Photo by Santa Fabio)

MYSTICISM, she explained, isrelig-  Witcheraft,” she said. “I have my relig- - .
ion in an ancient sense. “The Hebrews ion and it's not witcheraft.”
were one of the first peoples to be as-
trologers,” she said, adding that syna-  BATHSHEBA PUBLISHED her first
gogues as far back as the ninth century  book, “Poetry of the Zodiac.” She is
have zodiac signs carved on their walls, Wworking on a second, “The Magical,

“Most people believe that Tarot was Mystical Male,” about exciting Biblical
exclusive to the Egyptians,” Bathsheba figures.
added. “But Abraham used to use tab-.- _ She was former owner of Bathsheha
lets with figures carved on them. It Boutique in Ferndale. The shop wasa -
was the most ancient form of fortune- fisancial failure, closing after a year,”
telling.” she said. The boutique specialized in -

She is planning a pilgrimage to Isra- "Tarot cards, erystal balls, astrological
el next spring. The visit wilt include Jewelry, candles, Ouija boards and In-
Safed, where “the Cabala,” an ancient dian-style clothing. Customers also
mystical interpretation of the Bible as came to have their fortune revealed by
the Tree of Life, was founded, shesaid. ~ Tarot, tea or crystal ball.

Bathsheba said her mystic roots go  “Pecple have all sorts of reasons for

back to Czarist Russia. Her grand- coming. They believe or want help, or
parents fled to England during the Rus- maybe they're-worried,” she said. She
sian Revolution. Growing up in London  added, though, that she has trouble see-
~ “the misty British Isles, home of ing into her own future.
Stonehenge and the New Forest,” as “I go to a spiritual reader for
'she prefers to say — Bathsheba was myself.” But all the methods are im-
entranced by her grandarents’ stories plemems for discovering the truth, she
of Rasputin, the czars and mysticism.

“It was just in me,” she said, at 'loss “Deep down, I find, the help comes
to explain where her fascination with ~from God. He's the main source of ev-
psychic phenomena comes from. “It "
was the stories they told me.” Bathsheba said psychic sensitivity is -

She said she thinks her grandfather 2 natural gift that can be nurtured, but
may have possessed psychic qualities, = not artificially created. .
Bathsheba tells of an encounter be- . - “I think it has to be born within you.
tween her grandfather’s band of sol- But I think it can be helped to grow
diers and a wolfpack in a snowy Rus-  stronger.” Her skills in dream interpre-
sian forest. tation, -palmistry, Tarot and crystal

“The leader of the pack came near  ball gazing developed from her native
my grandfather. Then the wolf started  ability, she said.
to lick his hand,” she said. “Then they “I didn’t learn — it just came to me.
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