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Growth & Schools

As Farmington grows, the strain on its
schools inereases. A look ahead shows a need
for more schools, including 10 additional ele-
mentary rooms for existing buildings, accord-
ing to school officials who must keep up with
Farmington’s growth.
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Which Lucky Miss

The Farmington Jaycees, looking for this
year's Junior Miss, this week announced who
the preliminary judges are. The semi-final
judging and selection of the winner will be
held Nov. 22 in the community center.
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Artists At Work

When Sue Shaughnessy visited the
Bloomfield Art Association, she found a num-
ber of Farmington artists in the various
classes. The BAA is explained in both words
and pictures on

Page 6A

On The M arch

Observerland students — and a good
many townsfolk — are arguing heartily about
the peace march on Washington, taking part
in some cases and conducting local activities
in others. We've given it the better part of a
page of coverage.
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On Politics

_ Some authorities on suburban crime of-
fered ideas to a Republican Task Force which
met in Livonia last week...and Jim O'Neil is
running (again) for higher office. Here are
some fresh looks at the forthcoming political
year.

Page 8B

Business Beat .
Churches in Action .
Classified Want Ads
Deaths and Funerals ..
Feature Pogs .....
Home and Garden
Sports — Prep and Pro
World of Women ...

The Farmington Area is once again em-
broiled in a boundary controversy as the
township seeks to obtain cityhood for its
40,000 people. What is the position taken on
township incorporation by each of the four
govemmental units? Why does the petitioner
eel the township may be dealt an unjust
blow? Wednesday, the Farmington Enterprise
& Observer will report the positions of the
petitioner, township, city and both villages.

EXTRA
TIME-PIECES?

SELL THEW QUICKLY WITH AN EASY-TO-USE
OBSERVER TWIN-ACTION WANT AD.......

Observer Want Ads
422-0900
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The Ingredients of Destruction

Sears Picks

Township
For Center

by WYLIE GERDES

The exploding Farmington
Area took one more step to-
wards becoming a part of a
Detroit megalopotis this week
when a Southfield firm an-
nounced plans to build a shop-
ping, office and residential
complex in the northwest cor-
ner of Farmington Township.

The 300-acre site for a “‘re-
gional retail development” is
on the north side of 13 Mile
between Halstead and Hag-
gerty Rds. The HTK Detroit
Co., a partnership between
Homart Development Co. and
The Taubman Company, Inc.
of Southfield, is the developer.

Homart Development Co. is
a wholly-owned subsidiary of
Sears, Roebuck and Co. Sears
is the only announced tenant of
the proposed complex which
will open in 1974.

THE SITE chosen is in a
triangle formed by 1-696,
Northwestern Highway, and
proposed M-275. M-275 is a
{reeway planned to run north
and south just west of Hag-
gerty Rd.

‘The site is near Walled Lake
and a proposed interchange of
M-275. The Transportation and
Land Use Study (TALUS) has
predicted a population of
100,000 for the Walled Lake
area by 1990.

The HTK Detroit Co. says
the trade area for the proposed
regional retail development
now is estimated at 475,000
persons. The firm expects the
trade area to include 600,000
persons in five years.

THE COMPLEX will include
an enclosed shopping center,
high-rise and garden-type
apartments, office, recreation-
al, restaurant and theater
buildings.

The shopping center will be
a fully enclosed two-level
structure. The building will
contain over one million
square feet of floor space and
cost over $50 million, accord-
ing to A. Alired Taubman,
chairman of the board of The
Taubman Co.

Jim O Neil
To Address
GOP Womer

Sponsored by the Republican
Women's Organization of
Farmington Hills, "Sex Educa-
tion in Our Schools™ will be the
topic of a talk by James F.
O'Neil, treasurer of the State
Board of Education at 1 p.m.
Nov. 17 in the Farmington
Community Center, 24705
Farmington Rd., Farmington.

The Farmington Hills Club
will hold its annual election
and installation of officers at
noon preceeding the talk. Mrs.
Ray Eichler will instail the
new officers for 1969-70.

Mrs. Forest Durham, hospi-
tality chairman, will supervise
table arrangements. Mrs. Ar-
thur Groscop and Mrs. Robert
Show will preside at the tea
table,

Friends and neighbors may
attend the meeting.

For its Thanksgiving day
gift to the young adults unit of
H Building, Northville State
Hospital, the club donated 50
decorated soap holders.
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The Sears store will cover
300,000 square feet. A Sears
auto service center will be
placed in a building adjacent to
the shopping center.

Culver J. Kennedy. vice
president of Sears in charge of
the midwest territory, said the
plannedgslure will be compara-
ble to Sears stores in Rose-
ville, Troy and Livonia.

Over 120 stores are planned
for the shopping center includ-
ing other department stores
Taubman said at least two
other department stores will
also locate in the center. No
contact has been made yet
with other department stores,
he said.

When asked to confirm or
deny rumors Hudson's will
locate in the center, Taub-
man's only reply was “We'd
be pleased to have them in the
center.”

Taubman. whose firm will

be general contractor for the
mall, said he expects a retail
volume of $100 million in the
first five years. About 4.000
jobs will be created by the
center. he added.

Initially, parking for 5,000
cars will be provided at the
center. For comparison,
Northland at 8 Mile and Green-
field has 10,000 parking spaces.

THE APARTMENTS are
planned for the east side of the
half-section complex. High-rise
apartments will be in the inte-
rior of the area and garden-
type on the outside of the
complex. Buildings beside the
enclosed mall will add $30-$40
mithion to the total cost.

Township Supervisor Curtis
Hall said plans for the develop-
ment came to his attention a
couple of weeks ago.

In a prepared statement,
Hall said: '“Their proposed
development would obviously
create additional tax benefits
to Farmington Township. The
Farmington Township Plan-
ning Commission and Town-
ship Board are looking forward
to meeting with the developers
for further study and analysis
of all aspects. some of which
are roads, sewers and abutting
land use patterns, of their pro-
posed development.”

Hall said the area is now
z0ned residential although only
a few homes are in the 300
acres. Most of the area is farm
land

Since a major interchange is
to be placed near the site in
the future. Hall said the 300
acres is *not prime residential
property.”

When asked if the develo-
pers planned to share costs of
capital improvements such as
sewers. water an® lity lines,
Taubman replied “We've al-
ways met our share in the

past.

A MEMBER OF the Far-
mington Township Planning
Commission commented the
area will become a prime tar-
get for annexation when it is
improved.

Hall replied the status of the
township “may be revised."
Township residents have filed
petitions asking for an etection
to decide if the township, shall
become a home-rule city.

Home-rule cities are pro-
tected from annexation by
state law. Townships are not.

Hall noted most of the prop-
erty taxes from the develop-
ment will go to Walled Lake
Schools, since the site is in the
Walled Lake School District.

Home M

ade Bomb

Mishap Injures

Farming

The hands of a 15-year-old Farmington Township
youth were severely injured Nov. 11 when a pipe
bomb he was building exploded.

Farmington Township police say the youth re-
quired extensive surgery on his hands after the ex-
plosion. He was taken to Botsford Hospital, then
transferred to Grace Hospital in Detroit. The police
also report one of the boy's eyes was injured

The explosion occurred at 1:10 p.m. in the

youth’s bedroom at his home. Township police
said his mother, the only other person in the

PROPOSED SHOPPING CENIER - Township Super-
visor Curtis Hall, {center) points to the area between Hal-
stead and Haggerty just north of 13 Mile. The area is the

ton Youth

house at the time, drove her son to the hospital.

The boy was apparently screwing the cap on a six-
inch piece of galvanized pipe one-inch in’ diameter
filled with gun powder when the explosion occurred.
Two other bombs, one completed and another par-
tially assembled, were also found.

Police investigation showed the boy made the gun
powder with a formula supplied by his cousin.

Both the other bombs found were eight inches long,
one made of 1lz-inch pipe and the other of one-inch
pipe.

site of a proposed shopping center. Township Trustees
Tom Nolan (left) and Earl Opperthauser look on.
(Evert photo)

Che Sera, Sera

- State Weighs City Arguments

8y EMORY DANIELS

The State Boundary Commission intends to make a
decision on the Farmington Township incorporation
matter on Dec. 17.

Last Wednesday, the commission met in Lansing
and heard arguments presented by the petitioner and
each of the four governmental units of E‘armingtan.

P

BASICALLY, the five presentations boiled down to
three separate positions.

Both villages urged that a consolidation election be
set rather than an incorporation vote.

The City of Farmington urged outright rejec-
tion of the petitions on the grounds they were
not presented in the proper, legal form.

The petitioning residents and the township urged
acceptance of the incorporation petition as written;
and, if that is not possible, scheduling of a consolida-
tion election.
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THE BOUNDARY Commission simply heard the
arguments and asked a few questions but did not
give any indicalion of their position or views at
Wednesday’s hearing.

Speakers at the hearing were: Robert McConnell,
petitioner; Joseph T. Brennan, for the township;
David Goldman, for Wood Creek Farms; Robert
Orians, for Quakertown; and Bernard Shifmann, for
the City of Farmington.

Also attending the meeting from the Farmington
Area were: John Dinan, Robert Kelley, John Ri-
chardson and John Allen from the city; Floyd Cairns
and Keith Deacon from the township; Robert Allaben
and Gerald Ellsworth from Quakertown; and Dave
Greenspan, attorney for McConnell.

Sitting on the Boundary Commission were Chair-
man G. S. Francke, Al Vanderlaan, Irving Rozian,

and the Oakland County representative, Ray Lahti.

ACTUALLY, the Boundary Commission has not
yet decided if it will accept jurisdiction over the pe-
titions.

That was one of the pruposes of Wednesday's
hearing. The City of Farmington argues the
Boundary Commission should not assume juris-
diction claiming the petitions are not valid as
written.

The township, of course, is urging the commission
not to reject the petitions outright. Brennan and
McConnell would like the commission to accept the
petitions as written or if this is not possible, to alter
them by calling for consolidation election.

On Dec. 17, the commission will decide
whether or not it can legally assume jurisdic-
tion. If it refuses, Oaklard County will then
have to decide on the city's petitions seeking an
e:le‘ctiou to annex the southern half of the town-
ship.

If the Boundary Commission assumes jurisdiction,
the commission must then decide if it will accept the
incorporation petitions as written, alter them, or
convert the question into a consolidation vote.

+  xox

EACH OF the governmental units and the peti-
tioner have until Dec. 3 to file written briefs with the
commission. Each party must also give a copy of
that brief to the other four involved parties.

Rebuttals to the written briefs must be filed with
the commission by Dec. 10. 4

The only comment from commissioners approach-
ing a viewpoint on the issues at hand came from
Chairman Francke when he noted there are “real
legal differences” between the words consolidation
and incorporation.



